
REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL FROM 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

August 15, 2018 

A regular meeting of the committee was convened at 2:34 pm on this date.  

Members Present: Council Members Andrew Johnson (Chair), Andrea Jenkins (Vice-Chair), Kevin Reich, 
Abdi Warsame, Lisa Bender, and Jeremy Schroeder (Quorum - 4)  

Matters listed below are hereby submitted with the following recommendations; to-wit:  

1. Debt for capital expenditures charter amendment (2018-00523)  

Passage of Ordinance amending Article IX, Section 9.4 of the Minneapolis City Charter relating to 
Finance:  Debt, increasing limits on borrowing for capital expenditures and permit the 
combination of charter and state borrowing authority. 

The public hearing was opened.  

Having no persons wishing to speak, the public hearing was closed.  

Mark Ruff gave an explanation of the two versions of the amendment presented for the 
committee’s consideration.  

Warsame moved the following ordinance language for approval:  
 

Amending Article IX, Section 9.4 of the Minneapolis City Charter relating to Finance: Debt to 

increase the limits on borrowing for capital expenditures and permit the combination of charter 

and state borrowing authority. 

The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
Section 1. That Article IX, §9.4(d) of the Minneapolis City Charter be amended to read as follows: 

§ 9.4. Debt. 
(d) Capital improvements. The City may not issue bonds, borrow money, or otherwise incur debt 

under Section 9.4(a) in connection with any capital improvement where the debt exceeds $15 

million (adjusted for inflation since January 1, 1974, based on the federal consumer price index for 

all urban consumers, U.S. city average series for all items, not seasonally adjusted, or, if that index 

is unavailable, a comparable index adopted by ordinance) for the entire project unless the voters 

so authorize. 

§ 9.4. Debt. 
(h) Additional Authority.  When issuing bonds, the City may proceed under this section 9.4, or 

under any other applicable law, or both.  

On voice vote, the motion passed.  

With no further business to transact, the meeting adjourned at 2:40 pm.  

Reported by Kelly Geistler, Council Committee Coordinator  

https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/File/2018-00523

