
REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL FROM 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

November 18, 2021 

A regular meeting of the committee was convened at 10:00 am on this date.  

Members Present: Council Members Jeremiah Ellison (Chair), Andrea Jenkins (Vice-Chair), Lisa Bender, 
Phillipe Cunningham, Steve Fletcher, Lisa Goodman, Cam Gordon, Andrew Johnson, Jamal Osman, Linea 
Palmisano, Kevin Reich, and Jeremy Schroeder (Quorum - 7)  

Members Absent: Council Member Alondra Cano  

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 13D.021, the meeting was held by electronic means and 
Committee Members and staff participated remotely due to the local public health emergency (novel 
coronavirus pandemic) declared on March 16, 2020. 

Matters listed below are hereby submitted with the following recommendations; to-wit:  

1. Contract awards or amendments for federal grants report (2021-00918)  

Receiving and filing a report relating to the contract awards or amendments approved by the Ad 
hoc Work Group established for American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) related expenditures for the 
week of November 8, 2021. 

Without objection, the report was received and filed. 

2. Minimum wage economic impact study (2021-00605)  

Receiving and filing a report relating to the economic impact study of the City’s minimum wage 
ordinance. 

Presentations by Renae Youngs, City Coordinator’s Office; Dr. Mark Wright, Federal Reserve; and 
Dr. Anusha Nath, Federal Reserve 

Without objection, the report was received and filed. 

3. Minimum wage economic impact study presentation from Economic Policy Institute (2021-01261)  

Receiving and filing a presentation on the City's minimum wage economic impact study from the 
Economic Policy Institute. 

Presentations by Dr. Ben Zipperer, Economic Policy Institute; and Renae Youngs, City 
Coordinator’s Office. 

Without objection, the report was received and filed. 

 

 

 

https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/File/2021-00918
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/File/2021-00605
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/File/2021-01261


4. Implementation of government structure (executive mayor - legislative council) charter amendment 
(2021-01259)  

Receiving and filing a report on the status of planning for the implementation of the government 
structure (executive mayor - legislative council) charter amendment. 

Presentation by Casey Carl, City Clerk. 

Bender moved to direct the City Clerk and City Auditor to identify, evaluate, and report back with 
recommendations about the dedicated resources which should be provided to support the 
legislative, policymaking, oversight, and representative functions of the City Council, as detailed 
in the Charter Commission’s report [see LIMS File No. CH2021-00012] based on operating 
structures, staffing plans, and other resources provided in select comparable jurisdictions which 
meet the qualifications identified by the City Clerk; specifically, those jurisdictions which have— 

1. A comparable Mayor-Council governance structure in which municipal powers are 
separated in distinct executive and legislative branches; 

2. A City Council that serves in a full time capacity and exercises similar functions as those 
assigned to the Minneapolis City Council; 

3. A standing committee system which primarily handles the majority of legislative, 
policymaking, and oversight functions of the City Council; and 

4. A separate, dedicated support structure (staffing, budget, technology, etc.) to enable the 
City Council to function as a co-equal partner to the Mayor in community governance. 

Recommendations should be reported back to the full Council early enough in the new term to 
allow the Council to make informed decisions for how to ensure it is adequately resources to 
support its work. 

On roll call, the motion passed.  
Aye: Ellison, Jenkins, Bender, Fletcher, Goodman, Gordon, Osman, Palmisano, Reich, and 
Schroeder (10)  
Nay: (0)  
Abstain: (0)  
Absent: Cano, Cunningham, and Johnson (3)  
 
Without objection, the report was received and filed. 
 

Council Members reviewed reports from standing committees to be presented to the full City Council for 
consideration. Committee reports for each reporting committee are linked below: 

Reports of Committees  

• Budget Committee (CR-BUDGET-21-00596)  
• Business, Inspections, Housing & Zoning Committee (CR-BIHZ-21-00585)  
• Policy & Government Oversight Committee (CR-POGO-21-00601)  
• Public Health & Safety Committee (CR-PHS-21-00597)  
• Transportation & Public Works Committee (CR-TPW-21-00584)  
• Executive Committee (CR-EXEC-21-00595)  

 

With no further business to transact, the meeting adjourned at 12:27 pm.  

Reported by Rachel Blanford, Clerk  

https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/File/2021-01259
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/Download/CommitteeReport/2250/Budget_11162021_Committee_Report.pdf
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/Download/CommitteeReport/2239/BIHZ_11092021_Committee_Report.pdf
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/Download/CommitteeReport/2255/POGO_11172021_Committee_Report.pdf
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/Download/CommitteeReport/2251/PHS_11152021_Committee_Report.pdf
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/Download/CommitteeReport/2238/TPW_11102021_Committee_Report.pdf
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/Download/CommitteeReport/2249/Exec_11162021_Committee_Report.pdf

