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HISTORIC PROPERTY INFORMATION
Current Name

4501 Hiawatha Ave

Historic Name

Fire Station No. 24

Historic Address

4501 Hiawatha Ave

Original Construction
Date

1907

Original Architect

City Architect (likely, unconfirmed)

Original Builder

Hoglund Bros.

Original Engineer

City Engineer (likely, unconfirmed)

Historic Use

Fire station

Current Use

Commercial, Institutional

Proposed Use

Commercial, Institutional, Cultural
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CLASSIFICATION
Local Historic District

N/A

Period of Significance

1907-1941

Criteria of Significance

(1) The property is associated with significant events or with periods
that exemplify broad patterns of cultural, political, economic or
social history.
(2) The property is associated with the lives of significant persons or
groups.

Date of Local Designation

N/A

Date of National Register Listing

N/A

SUMMARY
BACKGROUND.
In January 2021, Andrew Johnson, City of Minneapolis Council Member for Ward 12, submitted a nomination
application for 4501 Hiawatha Ave for consideration as a local historic landmark. The nomination application was
supported by Minneapolis City Council Vice-President, Andrea Jenkins, Ward 8. The Heritage Preservation
Commission heard the application at its meeting of February 16, 2021, and unanimously voted to approve the
nomination of the Fire Station No. 24 property located at 4501 Hiawatha Ave; interim protection was established,
and the HPC directed the Planning Director to prepare or cause to be prepared a designation study.
The City of Minneapolis received Minnesota Historical and Cultural Heritage Grant funding to hire a consultant to
draft the designation study. Following a request for proposals, CPED selected the 106 Group as the historical
consultants to complete the designation study. During the drafting of the study, the consultants and staff held
two (2) virtual community meetings to discuss the designation process and preliminary findings for the Fire Station
No. 24 research. A final draft of the designation study was received by staff in September 2021, and subsequently
sent to the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office and Minneapolis City Planning Commission to begin their
respective review periods.
The designation study is recommending that Fire Station No. 24 be designated as a local historic landmark. The
study finds that the property retains sufficient historic integrity to communicate its significance under local
designation criteria 1 and 2.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS. Any correspondence received prior to the public meeting will be forwarded on to the
Heritage Preservation Commission for consideration.

CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED PLANS AND POLICIES
Title 23, Chapter 599.260 of Minneapolis Code of Ordinances requires the planning director to submit all proposed
designations to the Minneapolis City Planning Commission for review and comment on the proposed designation.
In its review, the City Planning Commission shall consider but not be limited to the following factors:
(1)
(2)
(3)

The relationship of the proposed designation to the city’s comprehensive plan
The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area
The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or development
objectives adopted by the City Council

1. The relationship of the proposed designation to the city’s comprehensive plan.
The designation of the subject property meets the following relevant policies of Minneapolis 2040 (2020):
Policy 60 – Intrinsic Value of Properties: Increase the awareness, understanding, and appreciation of the
economic and intrinsic value of older properties important to the city’s heritage.
a. Recognize and promote the value of the built environment and landscape as an asset that enhances
community identity and a sense of place.
b. Encourage the rehabilitation of buildings and landscapes that are important to the city’s heritage to
stimulate economic activity, house our cultural corridors, act as business and arts incubators, and
provide sustainable development.
c. Promote the retention of properties important to the city’s heritage through land use planning,
economic development and other investment strategies, and infrastructure planning.
d. Incorporate heritage preservation at the earliest stages of comprehensive planning and
revitalization strategies.
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e. Develop and explore tools and strategies to recognize and promote properties important to the
city’s heritage as valuable assets to the community and the city.
Fire Station No. 24 is a significant property that is important to the city’s heritage. Landmark designation would
protect the building for years to come. Designation would allow for the increased awareness, understanding,
and appreciation of the intrinsic and potential economic value of an important piece of the city’s cultural and
social history.
Policy 92 - Identify and Evaluate Historic Resources: Continue to identify, examine, and evaluate historic contexts
and historic resources, with a focus on communities that have been traditionally underrepresented.
c. Work with Minneapolis’ cultural communities to identify places of historic and cultural significance.
e. Nominate resources recommended for designation from historic surveys or listed on the National
Register of Historic Places which have no local protection.
k. Identify and evaluate important historic and cultural landscapes.
Sites of African American history have been traditionally underrepresented in the body of the City’s landmarked
properties. Designation of the subject property will aid in illuminating and interpreting a significant piece of
African American history in Minneapolis. The designation of Fire Station No. 24 will help to ensure that history of
segregation and discrimination in the city—and the service and experiences of Minneapolis’ earliest Black
firefighters—will be brought forward and known by Minneapolis residents for decades to come. The Fire Station
No. 24 designation study also includes a brief context on segregation in Minneapolis and Black public service,
which will contribute to the city’s understanding of its history and overall development. The context may help
identify further candidates for landmark designation or present opportunities for other areas for study.
Policy 93 – Stewarding Historic Properties: Preserve, maintain and encourage the adaptive reuse of historic
districts, landmarks and historic resources, especially in locations that historically have experienced
disinvestment.
a. Protect historic resources from alterations that are not sensitive to their historic significance.
h. Protect historic resources from demolition and explore alternatives to demolition.
k. Encourage property owners and developers to consider historic resources early in the development
review process by promoting preliminary review and early consultation with preservation staff.
m. Explore strategies to recognize and steward historic resources while encouraging continued
evolution of the city fabric.
Historic Preservation regulations that come with historic designation would encourage the retention of this
important community resource. Local landmark designation ensures the protection of this significant piece of
the city’s history through the consideration of changes to the property via review processes, understanding the
significance of the property’s social and cultural history. The current property owner has expressed interest in
greater reuse and rehabilitation of the building and has recently submitted a Certificate of No Change
application to Preservation staff for review of a minor rehabilitation project.
The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area:
The designation will help preserve an important remnant of the history of African American public service in
Minneapolis. The designation of the property will help preserve a building that has been a part of the
community for over 110 years. The building will remain at the southeast corner of the intersection of 45th St E
and Hiawatha Ave where it was originally built to serve the growing community in this area. Potential reuse,
rehabilitation, and interpretation of the property has the opportunity to foster the growth of an important
community resource within the Hiawatha and Ericsson neighborhoods. The property is also part of the 46th
Street LRT Station Pedestrian Oriented Overlay District and is in compliance with zoning regulations for the
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district. As a designated landmark, the property will remain as a significant historic feature of Hiawatha Ave. The
building exists adjacent to the METRO Blue Line, and is accessible by the 46th St Station across Hiawatha Ave.
The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or development objectives
adopted by the City Council:
Development plans and objectives have been superseded by the Minneapolis 2040 Comprehensive Plan and are
no longer evaluated in the landmark designation process.

LOCAL DESIGNATION CRITERIA
Title 23, Chapter 599.210 of Minneapolis Code of Ordinances list seven criteria which shall be considered in
determining whether a property is worthy of local designation as a landmark because of its historical, cultural,
architectural, archaeological or engineering significance. Staff concurs that the Fire Station No. 24 property meets
the following designation criteria as written in the study (pp. 40-41):
Criterion #1: The property is associated with significant events or with periods that exemplify broad
patterns of cultural, political, economic or social history.
Fire Station No. 24 is associated with the history of racial discrimination practiced by the Minneapolis Fire
Department. It was staffed exclusively by Black firefighters only for a short time (1907-1912). Chief
Canterbury’s decision to staff the station in this way was an attempt to circumvent existing civil rights
laws, isolate all of the department’s Black employees in a single location, and, in effect, segregate the
Minneapolis Fire Department in accordance with the desires of its White employees. Doing so codified a
discriminatory work environment that characterized the fire department for decades to come, discouraged
Black employment within this branch of public service, and resulted in an entirely White workforce by the
late 1940s. The fire department’s practice of racial discrimination that began with the staffing of Fire
Station No. 24 was so ubiquitous that it became a major focus of the local civil rights movement in the
1960s and 1970s and laid the grounds for a successful lawsuit against the city that resulted in the
integration of the fire department in 1972. Therefore, Fire Station No. 24 is significant under Criterion 1
due to its association with practices of segregation/discrimination within the Minneapolis Fire Department
and the limited opportunities for Black employment.
Criterion #2: The property is associated with the lives of significant persons or groups.
As the only fire station in Minneapolis known to have exclusively employed Black firefighters, Fire Station
No. 24 is significant for its association with the African American community at large as well as several
individuals. Fire Station No. 24 is associated with John W. Cheatham, Minneapolis’ first Black firefighter
who, during his tenure with the fire department, reached the rank of Captain and was subsequently
demoted. Fire Station No. 24 is the only extant fire station among those at which he worked and his final
place of employment before his retirement in 1911. Fire Station No. 24 is also closely associated with the
lives of Black firefighters who joined the department after Cheatham. Because Fire Station No. 24 was used
to enact segregation in the fire department, it was the primary site of work for those Black firefighters who
succeeded in being hired by, and retaining employment within, the Minneapolis Fire Department during
the first half of the twentieth century. Of these men, two in particular stand out. Frank S. Harris, who
achieved the rank of lieutenant and oversaw Fire Station No. 24 between 1907 and 1912, is the only known
Black firefighter in Minneapolis, aside from Cheatham, to be placed in a position of authority prior to the
department’s desegregation in the 1970s. Additionally, James Rad Cannon, who served at Fire Station No.
24 for at least 16 years (from 1908 to approximately 1924), held the longest tenure of any Black firefighter
in Minneapolis, with the exception of Cheatham, prior to the 1970s. Therefore, Fire Station No. 24 is
significant under Criterion 2 due to its association with John W. Cheatham, Frank S. Harris, and James Rad
Cannon. Other known Black firefighters at Fire Station No. 24 included Archie Van Spence and Oscar Clark,
but further research will need to be undertaken to understand their potential local significance.
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REVIEWS AND COMMENTS
The Preservation Chapter of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances (Chapter 599) requires that the designation be
submitted to the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for review and comment:
State Historic Preservation Office
SHPO concurred with the designation study findings and recommendation, and offered the following response in
a letter dated November 15, 2021:
Fire Station No. 24 was staffed exclusively by Black firefighters from 1907-1912, which was the City’s way
of circumventing civil rights laws, thereby isolating and segregating the Minneapolis Fire Department’s
Black employees. These discriminatory practices continued for decades until a 1972 lawsuit resulted in the
integration of the fire department. As a result, Fire Station No. 24 is historically significant for its
association with significant events that exemplify broad patterns of cultural, political, or social history. It
is also significant for its association with John W. Cheatham, Minneapolis’ first Black firefighter, along with
several other Black firefighters. For these reasons, we concur that Fire Station No. 24 is an ideal candidate
for local designation under Criteria 1 and 2.
SHPO’s full letter is included in the designation study attachments, Appendix E.
City Planning Commission
The designation and accompanying staff memorandum (Appendix F) were forwarded to Planning Commissioners
for their review. Staff will present the item and receive Commissioner comments at the December 9, 2021,
Committee of the Whole meeting. Planning Commission comments will be summarized in a staff memo and
provided to HPC Commissioners before the HPC meeting.

RECOMMENDATION
The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the Heritage Preservation
Commission and City Council adopt staff findings for the local designation of the Fire Station No. 24 building
located at 4501 Hiawatha Ave:
A. Landmark Designation.
Recommended motion: The Heritage Preservation Commission recommends that the City Council
approve the local designation of the Fire Station No. 24 building located at 4501 Hiawatha Ave.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Designation Study: Fire Station No. 24, 4501 Hiawatha Avenue, Minneapolis by the 106 Group, with
appendices compiled by CPED staff
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DESIGNATION
STUDY
FIRE STATION NO. 24
4501 HIAWATHA AVENUE, MINNEAPOLIS
SEPTEMBER 30, 2021

Photo Credit: A.F. Raymond, 1936 (Courtesy of Minnesota Historical Society)
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DESIGNATION STUDY PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND
In 2008, Fire Station No. 24 was included in a reconnaissance-level survey of the Minnehaha-Hiawatha
Corridor of the City of Minneapolis by the consulting firm Landscape Research LLC. The survey report
recommended further study of the property, citing its potential eligibility for listing in National Register
of Historic Places under Criterion A due to its association with the development of fire protection in
early twentieth-century Minneapolis and its association with the city’s Black firefighters. 1
In 2021, Andrew Johnson, City of Minneapolis Council Member for Ward 12, submitted an application
for nomination to the City of Minneapolis Department of Community Planning and Economic
Development (CPED) for Fire Station No. 24 at 4501 Hiawatha Avenue. After completing an initial
review, CPED recommended to the Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) on February 16, 2021, that
the property exhibited at least one of the local designation criteria found in section 599.210 of the
Heritage Preservation Ordinance. The HPC adopted CPED’s findings and placed Fire Station No. 24 under
interim protection and called for a designation study to be conducted. In June 2021, the City engaged
106 Group to complete the designation study.
This study is intended to fulfill the requirements for local historical designation outlined in Title 23,
Chapter 599.230 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances. The study is based on a review of resources
including books, city directories, newspaper clippings, and special collections from the Hennepin County
Library; building permits from the City of Minneapolis; and newspapers, maps, governmental reports,
aerial photographs, census data, and historic publications from online repositories. The project team
would like to thank John Bean, the long-term property owner until September 2021, for providing access
to the building and sharing information about its history.
As part of this study, two community meetings were held. The first meeting occurred on July 26, 2021,
to introduce the project, identify current research questions, and request input from the public
regarding potential research materials or topics that should be explored as part of the historic context
development. Seven individuals participated, including members of the project team. The second
meeting occurred on September 20, 2021, to share a high-level summary of the research completed and
recommendations regarding local designation. Twelve individuals participated, including members of
the project team, and discussion centered around the future of the building and the impact of local
designation.

Carole S. Zellie, “Historic Context Development and Cultural Resources Evaluation for the Minnehaha-Hiawatha
Community works Strategic Development Framework” (prepared for Hennepin County Community Works,
Landscape Research LLC, 2009): 131.

1
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BASIC PROPERTY INFORMATION
CURRENT NAME

Flair Fountains

HISTORIC NAME

Fire Station No. 24

CURRENT ADDRESS

4501 Hiawatha Avenue

HISTORIC ADDRESS

4501 Hiawatha Avenue

ORIGINAL
CONSTRUCTION DATE

1907

ORIGINAL CONTRACTOR

Hoglund Bros.

ORIGINAL ARCHITECT,
MASTER BUILDER,
ENGINEER, DESIGNER,
ARTIST, OR CRAFTSMEN

City Architect/City Engineer (likely)

HISTORIC USE

Fire Station

CURRENT USE

Commercial

WARD:

Ward 12

NEIGHBORHOOD:

Hiawatha
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PART 1: PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY
PARCEL LOCATION, SHAPE, AND SIZE
This property is located on the southwest corner of the T-shaped intersection of Hiawatha Avenue (also
known as Highway 55) and East 45th Street (Map 1). This property faces Hiawatha Avenue, which is a
busy mixed-use corridor with commercial, residential, and industrial properties. Hiawatha Avenue marks
the western boundary of the Hiawatha neighborhood and this property falls near the middle of the
neighborhood, which spans north to south from East 40th Street through Minnehaha Regional Park,
located south of East 46th Street. This property’s lot is roughly rectangular and comprises 0.1845 acres.
From 1953 until about 2020, there was a large one-story office and warehouse building immediately
next to this property. 2 As of 2021, a five-story apartment building was under construction in its place.

DESCRIPTION OF BUILDINGS ON THE PROPERTY
This property includes a two-story building, historically used as a fire station and currently used for
office and business space, and a one-story outbuilding to the southeast, which is currently used for
storage. The outbuilding’s historic use is not known.
Description of the Primary Building
DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: The fire station was built in 1907, according to the building permit
index. The original building permit is not recorded on the City of Minneapolis’ online historic permit
search. No additions have been made to the fire station. An exterior flat wall sign was added in 1942,
according to the building permit index, and has likely since been replaced. At some point after the
building ceased being used as a fire station in 1941, the vehicular door was replaced. 3 Likely in the last
20 years, this entrance was enclosed in glass. Several of the windows were also replaced within the last
20 years.
SIZE AND MASSING: The rectangular-shaped fire station measures 30.1 feet wide by 79.1 feet long and
is two stories tall (Figure 1). 4
LOCATION, PLACEMENT, AND ORIENTATION OF BUILDING ON THE SITE: The fire station is aligned
with Hiawatha Avenue and at an angle to East 45th Street (Figure 2). There are two billboards on the
roof of the building. The primary southwest-facing façade of the fire station is set back about 10 feet
from the sidewalk along Hiawatha Avenue. From midway on the fire station’s northeast elevation to the
northwest elevation of the outbuilding, located to the southeast, there is a rectangular concrete
platform that is about four feet tall (Figure 3).

Hennepin County Library, “Minnesota Building Permit Index Card Collection: 4525 Hiawatha Avenue,” accessed
September 1, 2021, https://digitalcollections.hclib.org/digital/collection/PermitCards/id/215430.
3
“Lots for Sale,” Minneapolis Star (Minneapolis, Minnesota), September 15, 1941; “New ‘24’ Fire Station OK’d,”
Minneapolis Star (Minneapolis, Minnesota), September 30, 1941.
4
Hennepin County Library, “Minneapolis Building Permit Index Card Collection: 4501 Hiawatha Avenue,” accessed
September 1, 2021, https://digitalcollections.hclib.org/digital/collection/PermitCards/id/215418.
2
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Map 1

FIGURE 1. FIRE STATION NO. 24 (LEFT) AND OUTBUILDING (RIGHT), FACING NORTH, JULY 2021

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION/STYLE: The two-story fire station rests on a parged and painted
limestone foundation, is constructed of stretcher-bond brick that has been painted beige on the first
story and off-white on the second story, and has a flat roof that is covered with metal. The primary
southwest-facing façade has a painted steel cornice, is symmetrical, and is divided into three bays
(Figure 4). On the first story, the central bay features floor-to-ceiling fenestration that contains the
primary entrance. This is an eight-part aluminum storefront window with double-leaf aluminum
enframed glass doors. This bay historically contained the vehicular opening for the fire station, which
was recessed about six feet; the opening remains intact behind the storefront window. To either side of
the primary entrance, there is a rectangular opening filled with one four-over-four, double-hung wood
window with a metal screen and a stone sill. Ghost marks on the brick suggest that both windows may
have previously had hoods, although no hoods are visible in a 1936 historical photograph (see cover
photo). 5 The brick pattern above the windows also suggests that there are brick jack arches. Between
the first and second story on the primary southwest-facing façade, there is a full-width flat metal sign
that reads: “www.FLAIRFOUNTAINS.com DESIGN/BUILD WATER FEATURES.” The second story features
three rectangular openings filled with two-over-two, double-hung wood windows with metal screens
and stone stills. No historic decoration is evident on these windows.

A. F. Raymond, Fire Station Number 24, 4501 Hiawatha Avenue, 1936, photonegative, Minnesota Historical
Society, http://collections.mnhs.org/cms/display?irn=10826206.
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FIGURE 2. FIRE STATION NO. 24, FACING SOUTHEAST, JULY 2021

FIGURE 3. FIRE STATION NO. 24 (RIGHT) AND OUTBUILDING (LEFT), FACING SOUTH, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 4. SOUTHWEST-FACING FACADE, FACING EAST, JULY 2021

The northwest elevation, facing East 45th Street, features a stepped roofline and is divided into six bays
of varying widths (Figure 5). The metal sign between the first and second story continues on this
elevation. It also includes the website, advertises lake fountains, floating fountains, and waterfalls, and
features three water droplets at the southwest end. On the first story of the northwest elevation at the
southwest end, there is a secondary entrance. The opening for this entrance is slightly arched with a
brick segmental arch above. This entrance is filled with a single-leaf wood door with two lights, but the
glass is covered with plywood. This door has a wood surround. Ghost marks on the brick suggest there
may have been a sign or awning above this door. The first story of the northwest elevation features four
arched fenestration openings in the middle and a fifth arched fenestration opening at the northeast end.
All five openings are filled with one-over-one, double-hung vinyl windows with stone sills and wood
surrounds. On the second story of the northwest elevation, there is no opening in the first bay above the
secondary entrance. The second story also has four arched fenestration openings in the middle, which
align with the corresponding openings on the first story, and a fifth arched fenestration opening near
the northeast end that does not align with the corresponding opening on the first story. All five openings
have stone sills. The first three windows are two-over-two, double-hung wood windows with metal
screens. The fourth window from the southwest is also a two-over-two, double-hung wood window with
a metal screen, but the muntins are arranged horizontally instead of vertically. The fifth fenestration
opening has been infilled with a smaller, one-over-one, double-hung vinyl window that is surrounded by
plaster. This opening is covered with a metal screen window. Below the third and fourth windows on the
first story of the northwest elevation, there is evidence that some basement windows were originally
visible. There are two visible openings that have been infilled with concrete block and have brick
segmental arches (Figure 6).
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FIGURE 5. NORTHWEST ELEVATION, FACING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST, JULY 2021

FIGURE 6. DETAIL OF BASEMENT OPENING ON NORTHWEST ELEVATION, FACING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST, JULY 2021
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The northeast elevation notably has not been painted (Figure 7). It features a central vehicular opening
on the first story that is filled with a metal rolling overhead garage door that has two oval-shaped lights
and a single-leaf door. The first story also has a rectangular fenestration opening to the northwest of the
vehicular opening that is filled with a four-over-four, double-hung wood window with a metal screen
and a narrow stone sill. Above the vehicular opening and off-center on the second story, there is a
rectangular fenestration opening that is been infilled with a smaller, one-over-one, double-hung vinyl
window that is surrounded by plaster. This opening is covered with a metal screen window. There is a
metal ladder near the southeast end of the second story of the northeast elevation.

FIGURE 7. NORTHEAST ELEVATION, FACING SOUTHWEST, JULY 2021

The southeast elevation features an exterior brick chimney in the northeastern half and the roofline is
stepped, as on the northwest elevation (Figure 8). To the southwest of the chimney there are four
fenestration bays, as found on the northwest elevation. All of the openings are arched with brick
segmental arches above and stone sills below. The first story does not have a window in the bay closest
to the chimney but does contain windows in the remaining three bays. The third bay from the
southwest contains a rectangular opening for a secondary entrance that is filled with a single-leaf steel
door. Above this entrance and in the two bays to the southwest, there is a four-light wood awning
window with a wood surround. On the second story, the four fenestration openings are filled with twoover-two, double-hung wood windows with wood surrounds. To the northeast of the chimney, the
southeast elevation is divided into three bays. On the first story, the first bay closest to the chimney
features a rectangular opening with a brick sill that is filled with a one-over-one, double-hung wood
window with a metal screen and a metal grate covering the opening (Figure 9). This window’s glass is
bubbled for privacy. The first story does not have a window in the second bay but does have an arched
fenestration opening with a brick segmental arch above in the third bay (Figure 10). This opening is filled
with a four-over-four, double-hung wood window with a metal screen and wood surround. The only
fenestration on the second story to the northeast of the chimney is an arched opening for a secondary
11

entrance that provides access to a wood fire escape. The opening is filled with a single-leaf vinyl door
with a large single light and a fixed sidelight. The southeast elevation also contains an entrance to the
basement, which is no longer used (Figure 11). It is accessed by concrete steps with a metal railing. The
opening in the foundation is arched with a brick jack arch above and it is covered with plywood.

FIGURE 8. SOUTHEAST ELEVATION, FACING NORTHWEST, JULY 2021

FIGURE 9. DETAIL, FIRST STORY OF SOUTHEAST ELEVATION, FACING NORTHWEST, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 10. DETAIL, FIRST AND SECOND STORY OF SOUTHEAST ELEVATION, FACING NORTHWEST, JULY 2021

FIGURE 11. BASEMENT ENTRANCE, SOUTHEAST ELEVATION, FACING NORTHWEST, JULY 2021
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KNOWN ORIGINAL ELEMENTS THAT ARE DETERIORATED OR MISSING: Changes to original
elements of the building are limited to fenestration. The southwest-facing façade includes replacement
fenestration for the entrance, which was formerly the vehicular opening. The northwest elevation
includes five replacement windows on the first story, an altered fenestration opening on the second
story, and infilled windows on the basement level. The northeast elevation includes a replacement
vehicular door on the first story and an altered fenestration opening on the second story. The southeast
elevation includes a fenestration opening on the first story that may not be original because its sill is
different, and a replacement door on the second story.
Description of Secondary Building
DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: In 1910, a wagon shed was built, according to the building permit index.
The 1912 Sanborn Map depicts the shed to the east of the fire station. However, a 1936 historical
photograph depicts a side gable building that is southeast of the fire station, aligned with the presentday location of the outbuilding (see cover photo). This location appears to be confirmed by a 1938 aerial
photograph. It is unknown if the original wagon shed was moved or reconstructed. The 1930-51 Sanborn
map also confirms the presence of a one-story garage in this location. The building permit index
indicates that a one-story warehouse addition was built in 1951. By 1957, the present cross-gabled roof
form of the outbuilding is visible on a historical aerial photograph, which suggests that the warehouse
addition added the cross-gabled wing to the garage. It is possible that the entire outbuilding was rebuilt
at this time. 6 However, the property owner refers to this outbuilding as the original horse barn.
SIZE AND MASSING: The wagon shed originally measured 25 feet by 30 feet and the addition
measured 21 feet by 40 feet. The present building is one story tall, roughly rectangular-shaped, and
measures approximately 56 feet by 24 feet (Figure 12). 7
LOCATION, PLACEMENT, AND ORIENTATION OF BUILDING ON THE SITE: The outbuilding is
aligned with Hiawatha Avenue and at an angle to East 45th Street. It is also parallel to the fire station.
The outbuilding is set back about 40 feet from the wood fence facing Hiawatha Avenue and about 10
feet to the southeast of the fire station. The area between the fire station and outbuilding is partially
paved and mostly gravel with volunteer vegetation. The outbuilding’s footprint extends about 10 feet
farther northeast than the fire station.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION/STYLE: The one-story outbuilding is roughly rectangular-shaped and
has a cross gable roof that is covered with rolled asphalt sheets. The original building is the southeast
half, which has an asymmetrical side gable roof. The addition was constructed on the northwest
elevation with a front gable roof, forming a cross gable with the original building. The northeast
Hennepin County Library, “Minneapolis Building Permit Index Card Collection: 4501 Hiawatha Avenue,” accessed
September 1, 2021, https://digitalcollections.hclib.org/digital/collection/PermitCards/id/215418; City of
Minneapolis, “Building Permit 324990,” accessed September 1, 2021,
https://tableau.minneapolismn.gov/views/PermitSearch/PermitSearch; Nationwide Environmental Title Research,
“Historic Aerials: 4501 Hiawatha Avenue, 1947,” accessed September 1, 2021,
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer; Nationwide Environmental Title Research, “Historic Aerials: 4501
Hiawatha Avenue, 1951,” accessed September 1, 2021, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer; Sanborn Fire
Insurance Map from Minneapolis, Minnesota, Sanborn Map Company, Vol. 1, 1912, https://digitalsanbornmapsproquest-com.ezproxy.hclib.org/browse_maps/24/4334/21223/22171/293218?accountid=6743; Raymond, Fire
Station Number 24, 4501 Hiawatha Avenue; “MP-6-502” (1938 aerial photograph), geo.lib.umn.edu, accessed
September 3, 2021, http://geo.lib.umn.edu/minneapolis/y1938/MP-6-502.jpg.
7
Hennepin County Library, “Minneapolis Building Permit Index Card Collection: 4501 Hiawatha Avenue,” accessed
September 1, 2021, https://digitalcollections.hclib.org/digital/collection/PermitCards/id/215418.
6
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elevation is clad in wood clapboard siding and mostly covered with rolled asphalt sheets. There is a
double-leaf door in the northwest end that is also covered with rolled asphalt sheets. The northwest
elevation is clad in asphalt siding that looks like beige stretcher bond bricks. The southwest elevation is
also clad in asphalt siding that looks like beige stretcher bond bricks (Figure 13). This elevation has a
swinging wood door that is hinged on the top; it is also covered in asphalt siding. The southeast
elevation was not accessible or visible due to the construction on the adjacent property. This building
does not feature characteristics of a known architectural style.

FIGURE 12. OUTBUILDING, NORTHEAST AND NORTHWEST ELEVATIONS, FACING SOUTH, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 13. OUTBUILDING, SOUTHWEST ELEVATION, FACING NORTHEAST, JULY 2021

KNOWN ORIGINAL ELEMENTS THAT ARE DETERIORATED OR MISSING: According to a 1936
historical photograph (see cover page), the wagon shed was clad in wood siding and had a symmetrical
side gable roof. If the present building includes the original wagon shed, the roof had to be altered when
the addition was constructed in 1951. Or the entire wagon shed may have been replaced. It is not
known when the asphalt siding was added to the building.
Description of Interior Features of the Primary Building
The first floor of the fire station contains three rooms of comparable size. The front room, nearest the
main entrance facing Hiawatha Avenue, features a painted concrete floor (Figures 14-15). The painted
brick walls are partially exposed, with a plaster covering on the lower portion of the southeast wall. The
northeast wall of this room has vertical wood cladding, behind which is the stairwell (Figure 16). The
door to the stairwell is a single-leaf steel door with a large light. Near the south corner of this room,
close to the entrance, there is a circular hole in the ceiling through which the fire pole was run (Figure
17). The opening has been covered with wood and the fire pole was removed at an unknown date. The
front room retains the original tin ceiling, which is stamped with floral patterns. In between the second
and third bays of windows, there is a partial width interior wall that is covered with plaster and features
a countertop that separates the front room from the middle room. The middle room has remnants of
the original tin ceiling (Figures 18-19). Within the middle room, along the interior wall shared with the
front room, there is a smaller room enclosed with perforated wood walls. This room is used for trash
and accessed by a single-leaf wood door. A plastered interior wall that aligns roughly with the chimney
location separates the middle room from the back room. This wall has a single-leaf steel door. The back
room’s walls are exposed painted brick. The back room retains most of the original tin ceiling. This room
is primarily used for storage (Figures 20-21). Immediately through the opening, on the southeast side,
16

there is a small bathroom (Figure 22). The bathroom has a single-leaf wood door, linoleum tile, and the
walls are plastered. The exterior window with the metal grate corresponds to the bathroom.
The stairwell, in the west corner of the building, provides access to the basement and the second floor
(Figure 23). The southeast wall of the stairwell, shared with the front room, is plastered. The stairs are
wood with a wood railing and the stair structure is clad in vertical wood siding. The floor is covered with
carpet.
At the top of the stairs, there is a single-leaf wood door with a large light. On the second floor, the stairs
provide access to a large front room, comparable in size to the front room on the first floor (Figure 24).
This room has plastered walls with wood baseboards, wood laminate floor, and a plastered ceiling. The
original boot lockers for the firemen remain along the northeast wall. A hallway bisects the remainder of
the second story with two offices/rooms on either side and two rooms in the back (Figure 25). Most of
the rooms were not accessible during field survey. The doors to each office/room are single-leaf with a
large light comprised of bubbled glass and a bubbled glass transom above. On the southeast side, the
second door off the hallway provides access to a bathroom (Figure 26). The bathroom has a painted
plastered floor. The back room on the southeast side is unfinished, with exposed brick walls, wood
ceiling rafters, and a wood floor (Figures 27-28). The fire escape is accessed from this room. A portion of
the ceiling is clad in wood. This location was where the fire hose was hung to dry, according to the
current property owner. This room features a small kitchenette with wood cabinets and a small
bathroom, accessed by a single-leaf wood door (Figure 29). The bathroom has plastered walls and a
linoleum tile floor. The back room on the northwest side has a carpeted floor, plastered walls, and a
drop ceiling (Figure 30). It is accessed by a single-leaf wood door. To the northwest of this room, there is
a narrow closet that is clad in vertical wood paneling.
From the stairwell to the basement, there is a single-leaf wood door. The stairs to the basement are
wood. The basement is unfinished with a concrete floor and exposed limestone walls (Figure 31). Along
the northwest wall, several openings have been infilled with concrete block (Figure 32). The exterior
door on the southeast wall is a single-leaf wood door with four lights. The basement contains various
utilities and storage.
KNOWN ORIGINAL ELEMENTS THAT ARE DETERIORATED OR MISSING:
Interior photographs and architectural drawings have not been located for this property. Based on field
observations, most of the first-floor interior finishes are not original, except for the ceiling. The
countertop that divides the front room and the middle room is not original. The smaller room within the
middle room was added at an unknown date. According to the 1912 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, the
rear room was a stable, which would no longer have been needed after the department motorized its
engines. 8 The bathroom is not original. In general, the original windows retain their wood trim on the
interior. As noted in the exterior description, several windows have been replaced, including the first
story of the northwest and northeast elevations, and one window on the second story of the northwest
elevation. Although the main entrance has been replaced, the recessed original entrance remains
evident. The stair retains its original location, but it may not have been originally enclosed. The second
floor does not retain its original finishes. The bathroom and kitchenette were added at unknown dates.
The only known original furnishings include two sets of boot lockers. Because of the changes over time,
the interior of Fire Station No. 24 is not recommended for designation.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Minneapolis, Minnesota, Sanborn Map Company, Vol. 1, 1912,
https://digitalsanbornmaps-proquestcom.ezproxy.hclib.org/browse_maps/24/4334/21223/22171/293218?accountid=6743.
8
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FIGURE 14. FIRST FLOOR, FRONT ROOM, FACING EAST, JULY 2021

FIGURE 15. FIRST FLOOR, FRONT ROOM, FACING NORTHWEST, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 16. FIRST FLOOR, FRONT ROOM, FACING NORTHWEST, JULY 2021

FIGURE 17. FIRST FLOOR, FRONT ROOM, HOLE IN CEILING FOR FIRE POLE, FACING SOUTHEAST, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 18. FIRST FLOOR, MIDDLE ROOM, FACING NORTH, JULY 2021

FIGURE 19. FIRST FLOOR, MIDDLE ROOM, FACING NORTHEAST, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 20. FIRST FLOOR, BACK ROOM, FACING NORTH, JULY 2021

FIGURE 21. FIRST FLOOR, BACK ROOM, FACING SOUTH, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 22. FIRST FLOOR, BATHROOM, FACING SOUTHEAST, JULY 2021

FIGURE 23. FIRST FLOOR, STAIRWELL, FACING SOUTHWEST, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 24. SECOND FLOOR, FRONT ROOM, FACING NORTH, JULY 2021

FIGURE 25. SECOND FLOOR, HALLWAY, FACING SOUTHWEST, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 26. SECOND FLOOR, BATHROOM, FACING SOUTHEAST, JULY 2021

FIGURE 27. SECOND FLOOR, BACK ROOM ON SOUTHEAST SIDE, FACING NORTHEAST, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 28. SECOND FLOOR, BACK ROOM ON SOUTHEAST SIDE, FACING NORTHWEST, JULY 2021

FIGURE 29. SECOND FLOOR, BACK ROOM ON SOUTHEAST SIDE, FACING SOUTH, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 30. SECOND FLOOR, BACK ROOM ON NORTHWEST SIDE, FACING NORTH, JULY 2021

FIGURE 31. BASEMENT, FACING WEST, JULY 2021
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FIGURE 32. BASEMENT, NORTHWEST WALL, FACING WEST, JULY 2021

Description of Landscape and Landscape Features
The fire station is sited at grade with Hiawatha Avenue and East 45th Street (see Figure 1). Because
Hiawatha Avenue runs northwest to southeast at an angle compared to East 45th Street, there is a
rounded triangular open space along the northwest elevation of the fire station (see Figure 2). This
space ranges in width from about 30 feet near Hiawatha Avenue to about 10 feet from the sidewalk
along East 45th Street. At the corner of Hiawatha Avenue, there are two low semi-circular stone walls
with some plants. The rest of the open space is covered with asphalt and can be used for off-street
parking. A wood fence runs from the south corner of the fire station to the edge of the adjacent lot, on
which the apartment building is under construction. From the concrete platform near the east corner of
the fire station to East 45th Street, the ground is paved and bounded by a chain link fence and gate (see
Figure 3). The chain link fence continues along the northeast and southeast sides of the property, due to
the ongoing construction nearby.
There is volunteer vegetation along the southeast elevation of the fire station and the northeast
elevation of the outbuilding.
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PART 2: DISCUSSION OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
Property History: Fire Station No. 24
A building permit for the construction of a brick fire station at 4501 Hiawatha Avenue (Fire Station No.
24), measuring 30.10 feet by 79.10 feet, was issued on February 28, 1907. A contract for the project was
awarded to the Hoglund Bros. firm at a cost of $9,748 and construction was completed by July 1. A
wood frame wagon shed, measuring 25 feet by 30 feet, was constructed in August of 1910 (Figure 33). 9
No architect has been identified, but it may have been the City Architect.

FIGURE 33. SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP DEPICTING FIRE STATION NO. 24 AND THE WAGON SHED, 1912
(SANBORN MAP COMPANY 1912)

The decision to build this fire station resulted from petitions from the residents of the
Minnehaha/Hiawatha neighborhoods. This area had become part of the City of Minneapolis in 1887
with an expansion of the city limits. In the decades that followed, residential development steadily
spread south along the corridor between Hiawatha and Minnehaha Avenues, which was further
expedited by the extension of the electric streetcar line along Minnehaha in 1895. 10 In April of 1905,
Hennepin County Library, “Minneapolis Building Permit Index Card Collection: 4501 Hiawatha Avenue,” accessed
September 1, 2021, https://digitalcollections.hclib.org/digital/collection/PermitCards/id/215418; “Building News
of the Week from the Bulletin,” Minneapolis Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), January 27, 1907; James R.
Canterbury, “Report of the Chief Engineer of Fire Department [1907],” in Annual Reports of the Various City
Officers of the City of Minneapolis for the Year 1907 (Minneapolis: Heywood MFG. CO., 1908): 230.
10
Marjorie Pearson and Charlene K. Roise, “South Minneapolis: An Historic Context” (prepared for the Minneapolis
Heritage Preservation Commission, Hess, Roise and Company, 2000): 12-13; Zellie, “Historic Context Development
and Cultural Resources Evaluation,” 27.
9
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residents met at Hiawatha Hall (corner of East 50th Street and 40th Avenue South) to voice complaints
that, despite paying taxes to the city, they did not receive crucial city services, such as police and fire
protection. 11 City services and infrastructure had been slow to reach the farthest parts of Minneapolis
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Proving the residents’ point, Hiawatha Hall, in
which they had gathered to formally register their grievances, burned down less than two years later. 12
As part of a broader expansion of the fire department throughout the city, Fire Station No. 24 was
constructed at the corner of 45th Street and Hiawatha Avenue. The station initially housed a three-man
crew—known as Chemical Engine Company No. 7—who was equipped with a small, twin-tank apparatus
that relied on the pressure produced by the chemical reaction between sodium bicarbonate and
sulphuric acid to propel the mixture onto a fire. This type of compact, horse-drawn chemical engine was
ideal for responding to small fires. 13
Significant residential development of the Hiawatha and Minnehaha neighborhoods occurred
simultaneously with the construction of Fire Station No. 24. As of 1892, 15 years before the fire station
was built, the majority of houses adjacent to Minnehaha and Hiawatha Avenues were immediately
south of East Lake Street (approximately two-and-a-half miles away), in close proximity to the railyards
of the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad. Several dwellings were also present on the east side of
Hiawatha Avenue, between East 32nd Street and East 38th Street, in proximity to industries that
developed alongside the railroad tracks, such as the J. N. Clark Elevator between East 33rd Street and
East 34th Street and the Minneapolis Glass Works between East 35th Street and East 36th Street. Farther
south, there were approximately six homes within the Hiawatha Park Addition, east of Hiawatha Avenue
between East 44th Street and East 46th Street, and approximately 20 homes and a brick schoolhouse
within the Minnehaha Park Addition, bounded by Minnehaha Parkway, Hiawatha Avenue, East 52nd
Street, and 31st Avenue South. 14 No significant development had occurred in these areas by 1903 (Figure
34). 15 By 1914, however, nearly all of the land between Hiawatha Avenue, East 42nd Street, East Lake
Street, and the Mississippi River had been filled in by residential development. Likewise, the area
surrounding Fire Station No. 24 had blossomed into a fully developed neighborhood (Figure 35). Over 30
homes existed in Hiawatha Park by this point and more than 40 were located in Minnehaha Park. There
were also numerous small dwellings east of Fire Station No. 24, in the area bounded by Minnehaha
Avenue, East 45th Street, East 43rd Street, and the Mississippi River. 16 The guarantee of fire protection
undoubtedly encouraged the residential development seen during this period.

“Say Minnehaha is Desecrated,” The Minneapolis Journal (Minneapolis, Minnesota), April 5, 1905.
“Hiawatha Hall Burned,” Minneapolis Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), January 22, 1907.
13
Richard L. Heath, “A History of the Minneapolis Fire Department: 1879-1950,” (master’s thesis, University of
Minnesota, 1960): 3 & 9; Canterbury, “Report of the Chief Engineer of the Fire Department [1907],” 244; “Fighting
Fire with Chemicals: A New Innovation to Fight Fires,” Canadian Fire Fighters Museum, accessed September 1,
2021, http://www.firemuseumcanada.com/fighting-fire-with-chemicals/.
14
C.M. Foote & Co., City of Minneapolis, 1892, “Borchert Library Digitized Plat Maps and Atlases,” accessed August
8, 2021, https://www.lib.umn.edu/collections/borchert/digitized-plat-maps-and-atlases.
15
James E. Egan, Atlas of the City of Minneapolis, 1903, “Borchert Library Digitized Plat Maps and Atlases,”
accessed August 8, 2021, https://www.lib.umn.edu/collections/borchert/digitized-plat-maps-and-atlases.
16
The Minneapolis Real Estate Board, Atlas of Minneapolis, 1914, “Borchert Library Digitized Plat Maps and
Atlases,” accessed August 8, 2021, https://www.lib.umn.edu/collections/borchert/digitized-plat-maps-and-atlases.
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FIGURE 34: MAP SHOWING THE AREA AROUND THE FUTURE SITE OF FIRE STATION NO. 24 (CIRCLED IN RED), 1903
(MINNEAPOLIS REAL ESTATE BOARD 1903)

FIGURE 35: MAP SHOWING THE AREA AROUND THE SITE OF FIRE STATION NO. 24 (CIRCLED IN RED), 1914
(MINNEAPOLIS REAL ESTATE BOARD 1914)

Initially in 1907, the crew who staffed Fire Station No. 24 was comprised exclusively of Black firefighters.
Lieutenant Frank S. Harris, a 35-year-old Minnesota native, was the ranking officer in charge of Chemical
Engine Company No. 7. He was accompanied by Archie Van Spence, a 25-year-old pipeman, also born in
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Minnesota, and John W. Cheatham, a 52-year-old driver. 17 Cheatham (Figure 36), hired in March of
1888, is considered to be the first Black fireman in Minneapolis. 18 As of 1890, he was the only Black
employee of the Minneapolis Fire Department. 19 Born into slavery in Missouri in 1855, he moved to
Minneapolis with his parents in 1863, following President Abraham Lincoln’s issuance of the
Emancipation Proclamation. He was educated in the city’s public schools and then worked as a Pullman
Porter until being hired by the Minneapolis Fire Department in 1888 as a pipeman for Engine Company
No. 14 (located at 2023 North 4th Street, no longer extant). He rose through the ranks during his career.
Eighteen months after being transferred to Hose Company No. 13 (located on South 17th Street,
between 25th and 26th Streets, no longer extant) as a driver, he was promoted to lieutenant. He was
appointed to captain of the company in January of 1899. 20 However, his tenure as a ranking officer was
short-lived. In December of 1899, he was accused of “profanely refusing to obey an order given him at a
fire by his senior officer.” 21 What order Cheatham allegedly disobeyed, or why he did so, remains
unknown, but he was demoted back to the rank of pipeman shortly after the incident. He remained the
city’s only Black fireman until 1904, when he was transferred to Chemical Engine Company No. 5 as a
driver and Frank Harris joined the department and took Cheatham’s place as a pipeman at Hose
Company No. 13. 22 In 1905, Harris was likewise transferred to Chemical Engine Company No. 5 (which
operated from the same location as Hose Company No. 13). This three-man company was comprised of
himself, Cheatham, and Patrick Farrell, a White pipeman. 23 Cheatham and Harris remained at Chemical
Engine Company No. 5 until they were transferred to Fire Station No. 24 along with a newly-hired Black
pipeman, Archie Van Spence, in 1907. 24 In 1908, Harris, Van Spence, and Cheatham were joined by
James R. Cannon, a 41-year-old pipeman. The roster for Fire Station No. 24 consisted of these four
individuals until 1911. 25

Canterbury, “Report of the Chief Engineer of the Fire Department [1907],” 244; 1910 U.S. Census, Minneapolis
City, Precinct 6.
18
“The First Black Firefighters,” Star Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), April 3, 1994.
19
“Flour City,” Minneapolis Observer (Minneapolis, Minnesota), August 16, 1890.
20
Alix J. Muller, History of the Police and Fire Departments of the Twin Cities: Their Origin in Early Village Days and
Progress to 1900 (St. Paul: American Land & Title Register Association, 1900): 228.
21
“Capt. Cheatham Reduced,” Minneapolis Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), December 8, 1899.
22
“Minneapolis,” Afro-American Advance (Minneapolis, Minnesota), December 9, 1899; James R. Canterbury,
“Report of the Chief Engineer of Fire Department [1904],” in Annual Reports of the Various City Officers of the City
of Minneapolis for the Year 1904 (Minneapolis: Heywood MFG. CO., 1905): 352 & 355.
23
James R. Canterbury, “Report of the Chief Engineer of Fire Department [1905],” in Annual Reports of the Various
City Officers of the City of Minneapolis for the Year 1905 (Minneapolis: Heywood MFG. CO., 1906): 365.
24
Canterbury, “Report of the Chief Engineer of the Fire Department [1907],” 244.
25
1900 U.S. Census, Minneapolis City, Ward 9; James R. Canterbury, “Report of the Chief Engineer of Fire
Department [1908],” in Annual Reports of the Various City Officers of the City of Minneapolis for the Year 1908
(Minneapolis: Heywood MFG. CO., 1909): 38H.
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FIGURE 36: JOHN W. CHEATHAM (MULLER, HISTORY OF THE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS OF THE TWIN
CITIES, 228)

The decision to staff Fire Station No. 24 exclusively with Black firemen was an attempt, on the part of
Chief James Canterbury, to racially segregate the Minneapolis Fire Department. While state law had
prohibited segregation since the 1870s, potent racial prejudice on the part of White Minnesotans
allowed the practice to persist through social exclusion and discrimination. 26 As Chief Canterbury put it,
when justifying his staffing choice, the Black firemen “must be provided for,” yet “no white men will
wash in the same bowl and sleep in the same beds with the colored men.” 27 His solution to this “most
perplexing problem” was to isolate all of the department’s Black members by assigning them to Fire
Station No. 24. 28 While this may have satisfied tensions within the fire department, it sparked outrage
amongst the public. In July of 1907, soon after news of the all-Black fire station broke, a petition, signed
by approximately 60 White residents of the area surrounding Fire Station No. 24, was submitted to the
city council protesting “any action that tends to place in authority men of the colored race” (Figure
37). 29 At a subsequent public meeting, Thomas Walsh, the group’s representative, explained the
objections that he and his neighbors had to the presence of the Black firefighters. He said, “The streets
near the firehouse are poorly lighted and not patroled [sic] by police,” which “made it bad where there
are so many factory girls and women who have to walk up those dark lanes at night.” 30 His remarks
implied that the firefighters posed a threat to the area’s female residents, in particular. Opposition
among White members of the public was not unanimous, however. In a rebuke to Walsh’s claim, a
group of 60 White women from the Minnehaha and Hiawatha neighborhoods submitted their own
petition in support of the crew at Fire Station No. 24 (Figure 38). 31 Canterbury resisted public pressure
and left the all-Black crew in place. Cheatham retired in 1911 due to chronic illness and was replaced by
Michiko Hase, “W. Gertrude Brown’s Struggle for Racial Justice: Female Leadership and Community in Black
Minneapolis, 1920-1940” (PhD thesis, University of Minnesota, 1994): 21.
27
“Colored Firemen Isolated by Chief,” Minneapolis Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), July 23, 1907.
28
“Colored Firemen Isolated by Chief,” Minneapolis Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), July 23, 1907.
29
“Twelfth Ward Draws the ‘Color’ Line,” Minneapolis Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), July 13, 1907.
30
“Colored Firemen Isolated by Chief,” Minneapolis Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), July 23, 1907.
31
“Women Back Firemen,” Minneapolis Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), August 6, 1907.
26
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24-year-old Louisiana native Oscar Clark. 32 The Appeal, one of St. Paul’s Black newspapers, celebrated
the persistence of the station’s crew and claimed that, by 1911, they had “won the good will and respect
of the entire community” through “strict attention to duty and efficiency in their work.” 33

FIGURE 37: “TWELFTH WARD DRAWS THE ‘COLOR’ LINE,” MINNEAPOLIS TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA),
JULY 13, 1907.

James R. Canterbury, “Report of the Chief Engineer of Fire Department [1911],” in Annual Reports of the Various
City Officers of the City of Minneapolis for the Year 1908 (Minneapolis: Heywood MFG. CO., 1912): 29H.
33
“Hose Co. No. 4, Minneapolis,” The Appeal (St. Paul, Minnesota), October 28, 1911.
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FIGURE 38: “WOMEN BACK FIREMEN,” MINNEAPOLIS TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA), AUG. 6, 1907.

By 1912, however, the composition of the crew at Fire Station No. 24 had significantly changed. By that
year Frank Harris and Oscar Clark were no longer listed on the fire department’s roster. John C. Sullivan
was brought in to serve as a captain for the station. David C. Kane replaced Harris as lieutenant, and
William J. Fleener replaced Oscar Clark as driver. 34 All three new men were White. 35 It is unknown
whether Harris or Clark were fired, pressured to quit, or left on their own accord. As of 1920, Harris was
employed as an “expert” on gas engines and Clark was a Pullman Porter. 36 It appears that the racial
integration of Fire Station No. 24 (formerly designated for staff of color) was the beginning of a decadeslong process of pushing people of color out of the fire department throughout the twentieth century
(discussed in more detail within the historic context that follows). The replacement of Harris, considered
together with the rapid demotion of Cheatham, suggests that it was difficult for Black firemen to retain
ranking positions if they were even given the opportunity to achieve them. It is also known that, through
discriminatory hiring practices and hostile work environments, the number of Black firemen in
Minneapolis was reduced to zero by the 1940s. 37 James R. Cannon and Archie Van Spence remained as
pipemen at Fire Station No. 24 as of 1913, the last year for which the department’s rosters are available

James R. Canterbury, “Report of the Chief Engineer of Fire Department [1912],” in Annual Reports of the Various
City Officers of the City of Minneapolis for the Year 1908 (Minneapolis: Heywood MFG. CO., 1913): 27H.
35
1900 U.S. Census, Minneapolis City, Ward 7; 1910 U.S. Census, Minneapolis City, Ward 4; 1910 U.S. Census,
Minneapolis City, Ward 8.
36
1920 U.S. Census, Minneapolis City, Ward 12; 1920 U.S. Census, Minneapolis City, Ward 3.
37
The Governor’s Interracial Commission of Minnesota, “The Negro Worker’s Progress in Minnesota: A Report to
Governor Luther W. Youngdahl” (governmental report, St. Paul, Minnesota, 1949): 14.
34
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through the online repository HathiTrust. 38 Other rosters were not found at local repositories. Cannon
continued to serve there until at least 1924 and retired by 1930. 39 He died at age 76 in 1948. 40 It is
unknown how long Van Spence remained employed by the fire department, but according to historian
Joseph Waters, he spent his career with the department. 41
Fire Station No. 24 remained active until 1941, when the city council recommended that the crew be
transferred to a new site at East 51st Street and 35th Avenue South due to the “hazardous condition” of
the building. 42 The city listed the building for sale on September 15, 1941, and the council approved
construction of the new station on September 30. 43 Since then, the building at 4501 Hiawatha Avenue
has been used for commercial purposes by several different businesses. As of 1944, it was occupied by
Gopher Equipment & Supply Co., which specialized in road equipment. 44 Between 1955 and 1965, it was
taken over by Hayden-Murphy Equipment Co., a contractor supply company. 45 By 1975, it was occupied
by Milsco Engineering, a lawn sprinkler distribution company. 46 By 1996, it was occupied by Flair
Fountains. 47 John Bean took over the property and company in 1999 and was the owner until
September 2021, although the fountain company is no longer in operation. Julian McFaul, owner of the
first-floor tenant Adventures in Cardboard, purchased the building in September 2021. Various tenants
use the building. 48
Aerial photographs and field observations confirm that there have been no alterations made to the
building’s footprint. 49 However, there have been a few exterior modifications. According to the
property’s building permit index, a flat wall sign was added to the building for commercial occupants in
1944 and 1972. Based on field observations and in discussion with the property owner, windows on the
northwest elevation have been replaced and the original recessed entry for the vehicular doorway has
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been enclosed with full-height windows and a double-leaf door. The wagon shed was either moved or
replaced between 1930-51, according to a Sanborn Fire Insurance Map and a historical photograph
(Figure 39 and cover photo). In 1951, a building permit was issued for a 21-foot by 40-foot warehouse
addition to the outbuilding, which likely refers to the cross gabled wing of the present-day outbuilding. 50

FIGURE 39. SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP DEPICTING FORMER FIRE STATION NO. 24 AND THE OUTBUILDING,
1930-51 (SANBORN MAP COMPANY 1951)

Fire Station Architecture
Fire stations, or engine houses, had few programmatic requirements aside from the accommodation of
firefighting equipment and personnel, and direct access to the street. These requirements typically
resulted in buildings with rectangular forms of two to three stories in height, an open space for the fire
engine on the ground floor, and meeting rooms in the rear of the engine house or on the second floor.
With few requirements, engine houses exhibited great freedom in their design. 51 Engine houses
generally followed existing architectural styles, which were adapted to the programmatic needs of a fire
company, rather than engine houses pioneering new design methods. 52 In Minneapolis, the earliest fire
stations from the late 1870s tended to exhibit characteristics of the Italianate style, with arched and/or
hooded fenestration openings and highly decorated cornices. 53 Regardless of style, Minneapolis fire
stations were generally boxy with either one or two vehicular bays, rectangular windows, flat roofs, and
Hennepin County Library, Minneapolis Building Permit Card Collection, 4501—Hiawatha.
Halsey Wainwright Parker, “Fire Department Buildings,” The Brickbuilder 19 (May 1910):117.
52
Rebecca Zurier, The American Firehouse: An Architectural and Social History (New York: Abbeville Press, 1982),
17-18, 32.
53
Erin Que, The Saint Paul Fire Department Engine Houses – 1869 to 1930 Historic Context (on file at the City of
Saint Paul, 2017), 11.
50
51

36

varying degrees of decoration on the primary façade. The windows often had prominent stone sills, and
sometimes there was brick corbelling above the second-story windows. 54 More grander examples had
arched vehicular openings and/or rusticated stone details. 55 Extant examples of a similar form as Fire
Station No. 24 include Station 21 at 3008 Minnehaha Avenue (built in 1884) and Station 17 at 3448
Chicago Avenue (built in 1890). In the 1910s, Minneapolis fire stations favored characteristics of the
prevailing period revival styles of the era, followed by Art Deco in the 1930s and 1940s. 56
Historic Context: Segregation in Minneapolis and Black Public Service
Legally codified racial segregation in Minneapolis, and Minnesota more generally, was eliminated by the
1870s. After several failed attempts to enfranchise non-White people in 1860, 1865, and 1867, the State
Legislature granted African American men over the age of 21 the right to vote in March of 1868. The
following year, it also abolished segregation in the state’s public schools. Additionally, a series of civil
rights laws were enacted by the state government between 1864 and 1875, providing legally recognized
equal rights to Black Minnesotans. This does not mean, however, that Black residents of Minneapolis
and elsewhere in the state were free from discrimination. Segregation, practiced by individuals and
businesses in spite of state law, persisted in employment, housing, and public facilities, such as
restaurants, hotels, and theaters. 57
Housing discrimination resulted in the most prevalent form of continued segregation in Minneapolis.
While African Americans have resided in the area that now comprises Minneapolis since the 1850s, the
population experienced substantial growth in the 1880s due to the city’s rapid economic expansion,
growing from 673 in 1885 to 1,346 in 1895 according to the estimates of historian David Vassar Taylor. 58
By the beginning of the twentieth century, Black Minneapolitans resided in all of the city’s wards, but
the majority were concentrated downtown in the area of Nicollet Avenue and 10th Street. 59 Beginning in
the early 1900s, the ability of Black residents to freely choose where they resided in the city was limited
through the use of racial housing covenants. In Minneapolis, as in cities throughout the United States
during the early twentieth century, real estate developers and public officials included racially restrictive
language in property deeds. These racial covenants prohibited mortgages of leases to individuals of
specific ethnic backgrounds, including African and Asian ethnicities. Additionally, banks, with the
support of the federal government, practiced redlining, which placed restrictions on loans in racially
mixed neighborhoods, making it difficult for non-White individuals to purchase property. The earliest
identified restrictive deed in south Minneapolis dates to 1910. In many cases, entire blocks were subject
to these restrictions. The greatest concentration of racial covenants was found in neighborhoods facing
parkland, including those along Minnehaha Creek, Lake Nokomis, Diamond Lake, and West River
Parkway. Such covenants made it nearly impossible for individuals, especially Black Minneapolitans, to
acquire stable and affordable housing, which in turn affected educational and job opportunities as well
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as health for future generations. Racial covenants were banned in Minnesota in 1953, five years after
the Supreme Court declared them to be unenforceable. 60
One of the predominantly Black neighborhoods that developed in the midst of this housing segregation
was located north of the eventual site of Fire Station No. 24 along Snelling Avenue between East Lake
Street and East 38th Street, and on adjacent portions of Minnehaha and Hiawatha Avenues. Black
Minneapolitans were drawn to this area due to its proximity to the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul
Railroad that had its central railyards located between East 26th and East 28th Streets and ran parallel to
Hiawatha and Minnehaha Avenues. This railroad provided a stable source of employment during a time
when job opportunities for Black Minneapolitans were largely limited to manual labor and domestic
service. As racial covenants became increasingly ubiquitous in Minneapolis, the Snelling Avenue
neighborhood was one of the few areas where stable housing and the potential for homeownership was
available to Black residents. This neighborhood steadily expanded to the south toward East 36th Street
and beyond throughout the early decades of the twentieth century as the community grew. 61
Black Minneapolitans also faced significant levels of discrimination in the realm of employment. Despite
the city’s prosperity in the 1880s, employment opportunities for Black residents were extremely limited.
Black workers were largely excluded from the city’s key industries that had fueled the city’s economic
boom, such as flour milling and transportation, by employers who refused to hire them and union
members who refused to work alongside them. In 1890, for example, only 5.1 percent of male Black
Minnesotans and 12.5 percent of female Black Minnesotans engaged in “gainful occupations” were
employed in manufacturing and mechanical industries, reflecting the fact that Black workers were
largely denied access to key sectors of the economy. In comparison, 18.4 percent of foreign-born White
male workers and 13.2 percent of foreign-born White female workers in the state worked in
manufacturing and mechanical industries. Employment for the vast majority of Black Minnesotans, male
and female, was limited to domestic and service jobs, such as porters, waiters, cooks, and janitors. As of
1890, 74.8 percent of Black male workers and 82.2 percent Black female workers were employed in this
sector. 62 As the majority of the state’s residents lived in the Twin Cities, these statistics are likely
representative of the reality in Minneapolis, in particular.
Discriminatory hiring practices persisted far into the twentieth century, fueled by extreme racial
prejudice on the part of White employers and members of the public. For example, in a survey
conducted in 1926 of 192 private employers in Minneapolis, 145 stated that they would not hire African
Americans. Their reasons included disapproval of race-mixing, perceived lack of skill amongst Black
workers, and fear of backlash from White customers. 63 Resistance to hiring Black employees extended
to public service positions in Minneapolis as well. According to the 1920 U.S. Census, only 24 of the
1,773 employed Black men in Minneapolis were listed as working in “public service,” referring to jobs
provided through the city. Of these, nearly half (11) were employed as unskilled laborers employed on
public projects, such as road construction and seven were classified as “guards, watchmen, [or]
doorkeepers.” 64
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Employment in public service—meaning any job funded by taxpayers—had the potential to expand job
opportunities for Black Minneapolitans. Jobs with Minneapolis’ police and fire departments, for
example, were initially welcome alternatives to the menial labor to which Black workers were typically
limited. Both departments began hiring Black employees in the 1880s. As the city’s geography and
population grew, crime and risk of fire increased. In response, police and fire services needed to grow
their ranks and transition away from volunteer workforces and towards hiring paid personnel. 65 This
presented Black men with opportunities to engage in work outside of unskilled labor and the service
industry. John Cheatham, who had been born into enslavement in Missouri, worked various jobs after
moving to Minneapolis before being hired by the Minneapolis Fire Department as a pipeman in 1888. He
steadily rose the ranks before being promoted to Captain in 1899. Joseph Reid, on the other hand,
arrived in Minneapolis from Mobile, Alabama, in 1891 and first worked as a porter in the railroad
industry and then a waiter at the Hotel Nicollet. He was then hired as a patrolman by the Minneapolis
Police Department in 1895, a position which he held until 1899. He then used his law enforcement
experience to begin a legal degree at the University of Minnesota. 66 Such jobs not only provided Black
men like Cheatham and Reid with expanded employment opportunities, but also allowed them to
participate in the public service in a capacity that had been reserved for White Minneapolitans.
This initial foothold for Black Minneapolitans within public service, however, was steadily eroded as the
nineteenth century progressed into the twentieth century. Those who had been hired previously faced
hostility from their colleagues and supervisors, and often struggled to advance professionally. John
Cheatham, for example, was demoted shortly after reaching the rank of Captain for “refusing to obey an
order.” 67 A 1949 study carried out by a commission formed by the Governor found that there had been
a total of 12 Black firemen employed 40 years prior, but that the “number has been gradually dwindled
to none.” 68 Black participation in other branches of the municipal government was similarly limited.
Between 1930 and 1940, there were only four Black officers within the Minneapolis Police Department
and two Black employees (one case worker and one director) working in the Minneapolis Relief
Department. Between 1945 and 1950, those numbers only increased slightly. One additional case
worker in the Relief Department and two additional patrolmen in the police department had been hired.
One teacher in the public school system, three people (above the level of a janitor) at the city library,
and two nurses at the General Hospital has also been hired. 69 One Black fireman, Payne Calhoun, was
hired by the Minneapolis Fire Department in 1944 and then fired within a year for a minor uniform
infraction. 70
It would take sustained activism on the part of the Black community, spurred on by the civil rights
movement of the 1960s, to force changes within the hiring practices of the city government. In the case
of the fire department, racial integration resulted from legal challenges brought by the Minneapolis
Legal Aid Society. In 1970, civil rights activists Ron Edwards and William Smith recruited Matthew Little,
a member of the local chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) who had been rejected from the fire department in the 1950s despite passing the physical and
written entry exams, to serve as a witness in the Legal Aid Society’s lawsuit against the all-White
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department. In 1971, U.S. District Judge Earl Larson ruled in favor of the plaintiffs and ordered the
department be desegregated. The ruling was appealed by the City of Minneapolis (despite modest
internal resistance) all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. When the Supreme Court refused to hear the
case, the Minneapolis Fire Department—which in 1972 numbered 544, all White—hired 10 people of
color: four of them Black. Today, 31.5 percent of the department’s 414 sworn personnel are people of
color, making it one of the most diverse in the country. 71

PART 3: RATIONALE FOR LOCAL HISTORICAL DESIGNATION
Local historical designation is an official action that promotes the preservation of historic resources by
recognizing specific people, places, and events that are deemed to be significant in relation to the
history and heritage of Minneapolis. Through the requirements set out in the Heritage Preservation
chapter of the City’s Code of Ordinances, the act of designation establishes a series of protections that
are administered through the ordinance to ensure protection of significant places throughout the city
against demolition or inappropriate alterations.

DESIGNATION CRITERIA
Title 23, Chapter 599.210 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances lists seven criteria which are
considered when trying to determine whether a property is worthy of local designation as a landmark
because of its particular significance. Fire Station No. 24 is considered below in relation to each of the
seven designation criteria.
CRITERION #1: The property is associated with significant events or with periods that exemplify
broad patterns of cultural, political, or social history.
Fire Station No. 24 is associated with the history of racial discrimination practiced by the Minneapolis
Fire Department. It was staffed exclusively by Black firefighters only for a short time (1907-1912). Chief
Canterbury’s decision to staff the station in this way was an attempt to circumvent existing civil rights
laws, isolate all of the department’s Black employees in a single location, and, in effect, segregate the
Minneapolis Fire Department in accordance with the desires of its White employees. Doing so codified a
discriminatory work environment that characterized the fire department for decades to come,
discouraged Black employment within this branch of public service, and resulted in an entirely White
workforce by the late 1940s. The fire department’s practice of racial discrimination that began with the
staffing of Fire Station No. 24 was so ubiquitous that it became a major focus of the local civil rights
movement in the 1960s and 1970s and laid the grounds for a successful lawsuit against the city that
resulted in the integration of the fire department in 1972. Therefore, Fire Station No. 24 is significant
under Criterion 1 due to its association with practices of segregation/discrimination within the
Minneapolis Fire Department and the limited opportunities for Black employment.
CRITERION #2: The property is associated with the lives of significant persons or groups.
As the only fire station in Minneapolis known to have exclusively employed Black firefighters, Fire
Station No. 24 is significant for its association with the African American community at large as well as
several individuals. Fire Station No. 24 is associated with John W. Cheatham, Minneapolis’ first Black
Furst, “50 Years of Integration”; Randy Furst, “Matthew Little Stood Up for Civil Rights in Minnesota for 60
Years,” Star Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), January 27, 2014.
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firefighter who, during his tenure with the fire department, reached the rank of Captain and was
subsequently demoted. Fire Station No. 24 is the only extant fire station among those at which he
worked and his final place of employment before his retirement in 1911. Fire Station No. 24 is also
closely associated with the lives of Black firefighters who joined the department after Cheatham.
Because Fire Station No. 24 was used to enact segregation in the fire department, it was the primary site
of work for those Black firefighters who succeeded in being hired by, and retaining employment within,
the Minneapolis Fire Department during the first half of the twentieth century. Of these men, two in
particular stand out. Frank S. Harris, who achieved the rank of lieutenant and oversaw Fire Station No.
24 between 1907 and 1912, is the only known Black firefighter in Minneapolis, aside from Cheatham, to
be placed in a position of authority prior to the department’s desegregation in the 1970s. Additionally,
James Rad Cannon, who served at Fire Station No. 24 for at least 16 years (from 1908 to approximately
1924), held the longest tenure of any Black firefighter in Minneapolis, with the exception of Cheatham,
prior to the 1970s. Therefore, Fire Station No. 24 is significant under Criterion 2 due to its association
with John W. Cheatham, Frank S. Harris, and James Rad Cannon. Other known Black firefighters at Fire
Station No. 24 included Archie Van Spence and Oscar Clark, but further research will need to be
undertaken to understand their potential local significance.
CRITERION #3: The property contains or is associated with distinctive elements of city or
neighborhood identity.
Fire Station No. 24 was constructed as part of the extension of city services to the outskirts of
Minneapolis following the territorial expansion of 1883 and 1887. Development began to trend south
along the Minnehaha-Hiawatha corridor following the extension of the electric streetcar line down
Minnehaha Avenue in 1895. As a result, residents petitioned for the construction of the fire station to
receive comparable municipal service as other Minneapolitans. Therefore, Fire Station No. 24 does not
represent a distinctive element of the city or neighborhood, and it does not have significance under
Criterion 3.
CRITERION #4: The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of an architectural or
engineering type or style, or method of construction.
The property does not embody distinctive characteristics of an architectural style. Its overall form with a
central vehicular bay flanked by windows was commonly found in Minneapolis fire stations of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Although Fire Station No. 24 features arched fenestration
openings on the northwest and southeast elevations, its overall stylistic characteristics are restrained
and do not reflect a specific architectural style. Therefore, it is not significant under Criterion 4.
CRITERION #5: The property exemplifies a landscape design or development pattern distinguished
by innovation, rarity, uniqueness or quality of design or detail.
The property does not exemplify a landscape design or development pattern distinguished by
innovation, rarity, uniqueness or quality of design or detail. Therefore, it is not significant under
Criterion 5.
CRITERION #6: The property exemplifies works of master builders, engineers, designers, artists,
craftsmen or architects.
Fire Station No. 24 was constructed in 1907 by the Hoglund Bros. contracting firm. No evidence linking a
specific architect to the property has been found. Hoglund Bros. was also awarded a contract to build
Fire Station No. 1 (530 South Sixth Street, non-extant) that was designed by local architect A.L. Dorr the
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following year. 72 Investigation into the City’s building permit records revealed no other buildings
attributed to the firm, with the exception of a wood frame dwelling located at 2203 New Brighton
Boulevard, built in 1900. 73 Lack of documentation regarding other work by the builder of Fire Station No.
24 prohibits its evaluation as a work of a master. Therefore, it is not significant under Criterion 6.
CRITERION #7: The property has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to
prehistory or history.
The property has not yielded and is unlikely to yield information important to prehistory or history.
Therefore, it is not significant under Criterion 7.

INTEGRITY OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
LOCATION AND SETTING: Fire Station No. 24 remains in its original location and maintains its
integrity. The integrity of setting has been impacted by the loss of the adjacent one-story building to the
southeast and subsequent construction of a five-story apartment building. However, the building
remains in a mixed-use corridor on the edge of a residential neighborhood.
It is not known if the outbuilding retains any portion of the original building, as built in 1910. Given that
an outbuilding was present in the current location by 1936, it appears to retain integrity of location to
that point in time. The integrity of setting for the outbuilding is similarly impacted by the loss of the
adjacent one-story building to the southeast and subsequent construction of a five-story apartment
building.
DESIGN, MATERIALS, AND WORKMANSHIP: Fire Station No. 24 is utilitarian in design with minimal
characteristics of the Victorian style that was popular in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, such as arched fenestration openings, brick segmental and jack arches, and the cornice. Fire
Station No. 24 retains its original footprint and all of its original fenestration openings. However, some
of the openings on the northwest elevation have been filled with windows that are not in-kind with the
original windows and the vehicular door was replaced with an aluminum storefront window. Despite
these changes, the exterior of the building retains sufficient integrity to convey its original design. No
original plans for the building have been identified. The interior of the building has been modified over
time as the occupants changed. The interior walls on the first story likely do not reflect what was original
and most of the original interior finishes have been modified, with the exception of the tin ceiling. The
second-story interior arrangement of rooms may be original, however, the original interior finishes have
been modified. Although the fire pole has been removed, the hole in the ceiling remains through which
the pole would have run. Overall, Fire Station No. 24 retains sufficient integrity of design, materials, and
workmanship to convey its historical significance.
The outbuilding underwent an addition in 1951 that changed the roof form and nearly doubled the
building’s footprint. The building’s current cladding, comprised of asphalt siding and rolled asphalt
sheets, were added at an unknown date. It does not retain integrity of design, materials, and
workmanship to convey any early twentieth-century historical significance.
FEELING AND ASSOCIATION: Although the primary building hasn’t been used as a fire station for more
than 70 years, it still retains the form of a fire station and reflects its early twentieth-century
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construction. If the present outbuilding is not the original wagon shed, this move/replacement slightly
impacts the integrity of feeling and association of the primary building. However, the primary building
still generally retains its integrity of feeling and association. The integrity of feeling and association for
the outbuilding have been impacted by material changes and the lack of clarity pertaining to its
historical use.
Fire Station No. 24 is recommended as a contributing resource as it retains sufficient integrity to convey
its historical significance. The outbuilding is recommended as a non-contributing resource, due to a loss
of historical integrity.

RELATIONSHIP TO THE BODY OF LOCALLY-DESIGNATED PROPERTIES IN
MINNEAPOLIS
The City of Minneapolis designates properties that represent and reflect elements of the city’s culture,
social, economic, religious, political, architectural, or aesthetic history as local heritage landmarks. As of
May 2021, 196 individual properties are designated as landmarks in the City of Minneapolis, including
Fire Stations No. 13, 19, and 28.
Fire Station No. 24 meets Criteria 1 and 2 of the City of Minneapolis’ Criteria for Local Designation and is
recommended for designation. Fire Station’s No. 24’s relationship to the body of locally-designated
landmarks is outlined below:
•

•
•
•
•

Location: The Hiawatha neighborhood has one locally designated historic landmark, the
Philander Prescott House. This building had been moved from its original location at 4440
Minnehaha Avenue South to 4458-60 Snelling Avenue South in 1910. The house itself was
demolished in 1980. There are no locally designated historic landmarks in the Minnehaha
Neighborhood (located across Hiawatha Avenue).
Period of construction: 25 of the city’s 196 locally designated historic landmarks were built
between 1900-1909, like Fire Station No. 24.
Architect: There is no known architect associated with Fire Station No. 24.
Architectural style: Fire Station No. 24 does not display the characteristics of a distinct
architectural style. Fire Station No. 24 is, therefore, unique due to its relationship to the
development of Hiawatha as a residential neighborhood.
Historic use: There are three other fire stations designated as local landmarks. Like Fire Stations
No. 13, 19, and 28, Fire Station No. 24 exemplifies public and institutional historic uses. As with
these similar locally designated historic properties, Fire Station No. 24 is representative of the
effort to expand city services during the early twentieth century to encourage and protect
residential development. Fire Station No. 24 is unique, however, due to its association with
Black engagement in public service and the civil rights movement, as well as its construction
date. None of the designated fire stations were built between 1900 and 1909.

Additionally, only a handful of local landmarks have been designated for their associations with Black
individuals and/or communities.
Relationship to the Minneapolis Preservation Plan
The proposed designation helps fulfill the goals outlined in the Minneapolis 2040 comprehensive city
plan by helping to identify and preserve buildings, landscapes, and other places important to the city’s
heritage.
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Comprehensive and Long-Range Planning
Title 23, Chapter 599.260 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances requires the planning director to
submit all proposed designations to the Minneapolis City Planning Commission for review and comment
on the proposed designation. In its review, the City Planning Commission shall consider but not be
limited to the following factors:
(1) The relationship of the proposed designation to the city's comprehensive plan.
(2) The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area.
(3) The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or
development objectives adopted by the city council.
The relationship of the proposed designation to the city's comprehensive plan:
This property falls within the area that was previously studied as part of the 46th & Hiawatha Station
Area Master Plan, prepared by Farr Associates, ZHA, Inc., and Parsons Transportation Group, Inc. in
2001. 74 This property is located within a half-mile radius of the light rail station at 46th Street and
Hiawatha Avenue and, as a commercial property, falls within the redevelopment area that was proposed
in this plan. Since the plan’s completion, much redevelopment has already occurred in this zone.
According to the Minneapolis 2040 comprehensive plan, future commercial land use is largely consistent
with this station area plan. According to the comprehensive plan’s future land use map, this property is
identified as Community Mixed Use, which encourages large-scale mixed use development with
commercial uses facing major streets. The proposed designation would have no impact on the use of the
subject property and it can support the identified future land use for the area by maintaining its current
commercial function.
The future built form guidance for the property is identified as Transit 10 in Minneapolis 2040. Transit
10 is applied along high frequency transit routes, near METRO stations (i.e. the METRO Blue Line station
at 46th Street and Hiawatha Avenue), and in neighborhoods near or in downtown. New and remodeled
buildings in Transit 10 should generally reflect a variety of building types on moderate and large sized
lots, with building heights between two and 10 stories. The proposed designation would have no impact
on the built form for the subject property and supports the built form district for this area. As a twostory building, it already complies with the recommended building height for this area and its siting was
likely influenced by its proximity to Hiawatha Avenue as a major transportation corridor. Although this
property is on the lower end of the Transit 10 building height scale, it is a distinctive architectural
example as a fire station built to serve the surrounding Hiawatha neighborhood.
The following policies of Minneapolis 2040 would apply to the designation of Fire Station No. 24:
Policy 92 – Identify and Evaluate Historic Resources: Continue to identify, examine, and evaluate historic
contexts and historic resources, with a focus on communities that have been traditionally
underrepresented.
Fire Station No. 24 is significant under Criterion 1 due to its association with practices of
segregation/discrimination within the Minneapolis Fire Department and the limited opportunities for
Black employment. Fire Station No. 24 is also significant under Criterion 2 due to its association the
African American community and several individuals, including John W. Cheatham, Frank S. Harris, and
James Rad Cannon. Landmark designation of Fire Station No. 24 is the direct result of engaging
Farr Associates, ZHA, Inc., and Parsons Transportation Group, Inc., 46th & Hiawatha Station Area Master Plan,
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communities that have been traditionally underrepresented in heritage preservation and serves to
formally identify historic resources they consider valuable. This study also included the development of
a brief context on segregation in Minneapolis and Black public service, which will contribute to the city’s
understanding of its history and overall development, and may assist with further identification of sites
of historic and cultural significance. Local designation of this property will protect the building in the
future and may also encourage other community members to participate in this process and assist with
the identification of historic and cultural resources.
Policy 93 – Stewarding Historic Properties: Preserve, maintain and encourage the adaptive reuse of
historic districts, landmarks and historic resources, especially in locations that have historically
experienced disinvestment.
Although this area has not experienced disinvestment, the increased redevelopment along the Hiawatha
Avenue corridor, including the current construction of an apartment building next to this property, does
put this property at risk. Local designation of this property will help retain this historic resource in the
future, and encourage exploration alternatives to demolition, if applicable.
The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area:
The designation will preserve an important site associated with Black Minneapolitans and their
contributions to the city. This property is almost 115 years old and its designation will help preserve its
story for future residents. If designated, this would be the second local landmark in the Hiawatha
neighborhood. Its designation may encourage the identification of other historic and cultural resources
in the surrounding area.
The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or development
objectives adopted by the City Council:
Designation of this property is not necessarily consistent with the 46th & Hiawatha Station Area Master
Plan. However, the plan did not identify specific heritage preservation goals and it has been 20 years
since the plan was completed.
National Register Status
This property is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
State Designation
This property is not listed on the State Register of Historic Places.
Period of Significance
This period of significance for Fire Station No. 24 is the period between its construction and
decommissioning, 1907-1941. This period encompasses its role in developing the Hiawatha and
Minnehaha neighborhoods through the extension of city services, its association with Minneapolis’
earliest Black firefighters, and its relationship with the discriminatory practices that characterized the
fire department throughout the twentieth century.
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PART 4: REGISTRATION AND CLASSIFICATION INFORMATION
NAME OF PROPERTY
Historic Name

Fire Station No. 24

Current Name

Flair Fountains

Other Names Used

Not applicable

LOCATION OF PROPERTY
Street and Number

4501 Hiawatha Avenue

Is building located on its original site?

Yes

Date if moved

Not applicable

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY
Owner’s Name

Sand Lake Properties LLC

Owner’s Address

3581 Sawgrass Trail E
Eagan, MN 55123

CLASSIFICATION
Ownership of Property

Private

Category of property

Building

Number of contributing resources within
property

Buildings: 1

Number of non-contributing resources within
property

Structures: 0
Sites:

0

Objects:

0

Buildings: 1
Structures: 0
Sites:

0

Objects:

0

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places?

No

Date of NRHP listing?

Not applicable
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USE AND FUNCTION
Historic Use

Fire Station

Current Use

Commercial

DESCRIPTION
Architectural classification/style

No Style

Materials:
Foundation

Limestone

Roof

Metal

Walls

Brick

Windows

Wood, vinyl

Other
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Applicable local designation criteria

Criteria 1 and 2

Related local context (s)

“Segregation in Minneapolis and Black Public
Service”; Historic Context Development and
Cultural Resources Evaluation for the MinnehahaHiawatha Community works Strategic
Development Framework; South Minneapolis: An
Historic Context.

Significant dates

1907; 1912; 1941

Period (s) of significance

1907-1941

Cultural affiliation

Not applicable

Names of master builders, engineers, designers,
artists, craftsmen, and/or architects

None

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES
See Footnotes
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Size of parcel

8,548 square feet (0.1845 acres)

PIN number

07-028-23-34-0134

Legal Description

The Swly 97 Ft Of Lot 1 And The Nwly 25 Ft Of
The Swly 97 Ft Of Lot 2 Ex Hwy
Block 004
Hiawatha Park Addn To Mpls
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APPENDIX A: ACTION INITIATING
NOMINATION

NOMINATION APPLICATION WORKSHEET
Applicant
This person will be the
primary contact for staff

Name

Council Member Andrew Johnson

Mailing Address
350 S. 5th Street, Room 307, Minneapolis, MN 55415
Including City, State and
Zip Code
Phone Number

612-673-2212

Property Owner

Fax

612-673-3940

Email

andrew.johnson@minneapolismn.gov

Name

John Bean

Mailing Address
3581 Sawgrass Trail E, Eagan, MN 55123
Including City, State and
Zip Code
Phone Number

612-729-5447

Fax
Email
Property Information

Historic or Current
Name of Property
(If applicable)

Address(es)

4501 Hiawatha Avenue

Identification
Number(s)
Legal Description

0702823340134

Fire Station No. 24

NOMINATION APPLICATION
I understand that I must file the nomination application with the Department of Community Planning and Economic
Development and obtain approval of this application by the Heritage Preservation Commission in order to conform with
the heritage preservation regulations of the City of Minneapolis. I certify that the information which I have supplied in
submitting this application is correct and accurate to the best of my knowledge. When I submit this application, I
authorize the Department of Community Planning and Economic Development to process the nomination application.

Johnson, Andrew

Digitally signed by Johnson, Andrew
Date: 2021.01.21 11:20:05 -06'00'

Applicant’s name and signature

1/21/2021
Date

 Must be signed and dated by the applicant before the application(s) will be processed.
 Applications received after 3:30 p.m. will be processed as received on the following business day.
 Development Services staff may identify additional applications upon further analysis of the proposed project.
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APPENDIX B: NOMINATION STAFF
REPORT

CPED STAFF REPORT

Prepared for the Heritage Preservation Commission
HPC Agenda Item #4
February 16, 2021
PLAN12136

HERITAGE PRESERVATION

APPLICATION SUMMARY

Property Location:

4501 Hiawatha Ave.

Project Name:

Fire Station No. 24, Potential Landmark

Prepared By:

Rob Skalecki, City Planner, (612) 394-7851

Applicant:

Council Member Andrew Johnson, Ward 12

Project Contact:

Rob Skalecki

Ward:

12

Neighborhood:

Hiawatha, adjacent to Ericsson

Request:

Nomination for designation as a local landmark

HISTORIC PROPERTY INFORMATION
Current Name

4501 Hiawatha Ave.

Historic Name

Fire Station No. 24

Historic Address

4501 Hiawatha Ave.

Original Construction Date

1907

Original Architect

City Architect (likely)

Original Builder

Hoglund Bros.

Original Engineer

City Engineer (likely)

Historic Use

Fire Station

Current Use

Commercial

Proposed Use

n/a

Department of Community Planning and Economic Development
PLAN12136

SUMMARY
BACKGROUND.
Andrew Johnson, City of Minneapolis Council Member for Ward 12, has submitted a nomination for 4501
Hiawatha Avenue for consideration as a local historic landmark. The property is located in Ward 12. The
application is supported by Minneapolis City Council Vice-President, Andrea Jenkins, Ward 8.
The property was determined to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places in the 2009 Historic
Context Development and Cultural Resources Evaluation for the Minnehaha-Hiawatha Community Works Strategic
Development Framework, by the consultants, Landscape Research, LLC. The City of Minneapolis has since
considered the property to be a potential historic resource. The building had been identified for potential
significance related to Snelling Avenue and the African American Community, 1885-1968. The building has been
recently highlighted for its status as the only known all-African American staffed fire station in City history and its
association to Civil Rights history. The property appears to hold significance in the areas of Civil Rights of
Minneapolitans of color and its role in the advancement for employment and social equity within community and
institutional spaces, specifically the Minneapolis Fire Department.
The residential growth of Ward 12 in the early 1900s called for an additional fire station and crew to serve the
location. Built in 1907 by contractors Hoglund Bros., and likely designed by City Architect and Engineer staff, the
two-story, cream brick Fire Station No. 24 building was said to be one of the finest fire stations in the city at the
time near its completion. The property’s earliest recorded fire crew was apparently comprised of two or three
black Minneapolitans, with Lieutenant Frank S. Harris recorded as one of them by 1908. By 1909, four black
firefighters of Engine Company No. 24 are recorded in Minneapolis City Directories, cross-refenced with
Minnesota Census records and historic newspaper records to be Lieutenant Frank S. Harris, driver John W.
Cheatham, and pipemen James “Rad” Cannon and Archibald “Archie” Van Spence. It appears that the formation
of an all-African American fire crew was a result of prolonged discrimination within the fire department and
additional enlistment of men of color to the ranks. Fire Chief J.R. Canterbury had determined that the fire
department would not be integrated at that time and stated that white firefighters refused to share integrated
living and working areas despite, seemingly, decades of a few black Minneapolitans serving as firemen up to that
time among integrated crews, including John W. Cheatham and likely Frank S. Harris.
Articles within Star Tribune records detail the fire crew experienced discrimination and objections in their
formation within their residential Minnehaha-Hiawatha community which appears to have been predominantly
white at the time. Chief Canterbury believed that his solution to form a segregated fire crew of men of color and
assign them to the newest, most remote and isolated fire station was considered a compromise at that time to,
“keep peace in the family”—seemingly referring to the Minneapolis Fire Department— according to a July 23,
1907 Minneapolis Tribune article. It seems that the fire house began to become integrated around 1912. Currently
available sources cannot confirm at this time the exact events that led subsequent later integration of the station
crew. This topic would be explored as part of a designation study.
Currently available historic newspaper articles portray different, often unclear, situations or reports of either
community opposition or support for the Fire Station No. 24 crew by white Minneapolitans, especially in 1907. It
cannot be determined, at this time, the full extent and situations of underlying discriminatory motives that existed
in their formation, placement, interactions with the community, and/or access to opportunities within respective
institutional or social systems. Complexities in the subject property’s relation to integration or segregation within
institutional and community spaces, and greater association to Civil Rights at the time would be studied further
as part of a designation study.
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Department of Community Planning and Economic Development
PLAN12136

PUBLIC COMMENTS. Any additional correspondence received prior to the public meeting will be forwarded to the
Heritage Preservation Commission for consideration.

ANALYSIS
CONSIDERATION FOR NOMINATION
Per section 599.230 of the Heritage Preservation Regulations, the Heritage Preservation Commission shall review
all complete nomination applications. If the Heritage Preservation Commission determines that a nominated
property or property appears to meet at least one of the criteria for designation contained in section 599.210 the
commission may institute interim protection and direct the planning director to prepare or cause to be prepared
a designation study of the property.
SIGNIFICANCE
The nominated property appears to meet at least two (2) of the seven (7) criteria for designation contained in
section 599.210:
Criterion 1: The property is associated with significant events or with periods that exemplify broad
patterns of cultural, political, economic, or social identity.
The property appears to hold significance in the areas of Civil Rights of Minneapolitans of color and
advancement for employment and social equity within institutional spaces. The formation of an African
American fire crew in the early 1900s to serve at the subject location appears to be a significant event
that illuminates the impact of segregation and discriminatory practices within community and
institutional spaces, in context with the events of ongoing advancement of people of color in the twentieth
century. The property appears to be among the best identified sites to interpret this significant piece of
Minneapolis history which should be explored further in a designation study.
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Department of Community Planning and Economic Development
PLAN12136

Criterion 2: The property is associated with the lives of significant persons or groups.
The property appears to hold significance for its association to Captain John W. Cheatham, who was
recorded as likely the City’s first firefighter of color and was distinguished through his 20 or more years of
service at the Minneapolis Fire Department. Cheatham was born enslaved in Missouri in 1855. Following
the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, Cheatham’s family relocated to Minneapolis. By 1888, John
Cheatham is recorded in Minneapolis City Directories as a pipeman for Engine Company No. 14., and is
thus the earliest currently known firefighter of color in Minneapolis history. Records suggest Cheatham
rose in various ranks of different engine companies to become the captain of Engine No. 13 by 1899.
However, that same year Cheatham is recorded in newspaper articles as being demoted to the rank of
lieutenant for perceived disobedience to orders. By 1900, Cheatham appears to have been demoted again
to first grade. It appears that Cheatham would not regain his rank as captain or lieutenant during his
tenure at the department. Understanding prejudiced systems in place at the time, the reason and story
of Cheatham’s relegations should be critically explored in a designation study. Cheatham was assigned to
the Engine 24 crew as a driver and is recorded serving here in 1909, though it appears possible that he
was one of the original three members of the Fire Station No. 24 team in 1907. The building appears to
be the best example of an extant building associated to the life and career of John W. Cheatham.
The property may also hold significance for its association to other individuals of the original Engine
Company No. 24 team such as Rad Cannon, Archie Van Spence, Frank S. Harris, or others that may be
discovered. Further research about the firemen of the station in the early twentieth century would be
studied in greater capacity in a designation study.
The property may also be significant under any of the other five criteria for designation. Such exploration and
evaluation would take place with a designation study.
INTEGRITY
Per available photographic evidence, the building was originally unpainted, clad in cream-colored brick. The
original building permit cannot be located at this time, although this permit entry appears in historic permit
indexes. Indexes also reveal that a 25x30 frame wagon shed was completed on the property in 1910, and historic
and current maps confirm this is nonextant. Windows and entries have been changed and signage has been added
to transition the building to a commercial use —with wall signage recorded at the building in permits as early as
1942— but the primary engine and original window openings remain intact. The original location and recessed
form of the front (west) engine opening appears to still exist to interpret the historic use. A 1951 permit for the
building shows alterations to complete an addition at the property for the owner, Gopher Equipment and Supply
Co., and appears to be when the rear (east) openings were altered. There is currently no available evidence to
suggest the building is in poor condition or lacks historic integrity to fully communicate its significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the Heritage Preservation
Commission adopt staff findings for the nomination by Council Member Andrew Johnson for the Fire Station No.
24 building located at 4501 Hiawatha Avenue for designation as a landmark:
Recommended motion: Approve the nomination of the Fire Station No. 24 building, 4501 Hiawatha
Ave., as a historic landmark; establish interim protection; and direct the Planning Director to prepare or
cause to be prepared a designation study.
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ATTACHMENTS
1. Nomination application statements
2. Aerial of proposed landmark
3. Photos
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4501 Hiawatha Avenue, Fire Station No. 24
Nomination Application
Applicant’s relationship to the property to be designated:
The applicant is Andrew Johnson, City of Minneapolis Council Member for Ward 12. The property is
located in Ward 12. The nomination is supported by Council Vice President Andrea Jenkins, Ward 8.
Section 599.220 states that a nomination of a property to be considered for designation as a landmark
may be made by a member of the city council.
Criteria for Designation:
The property was determined to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places in the
2009 Historic Context Development and Cultural Resources Evaluation for the Minnehaha-Hiawatha
Community Works Strategic Development Framework, by the consultants, Landscape Research, LLC. The
City of Minneapolis has since considered the property to be a potential historic resource. The building had
been identified for potential significance related to Snelling Avenue and the African American Community,
1885-1968. The building has been recently highlighted for its status as the only known all-African
American staffed fire station in City history and its association to Civil Rights history. The property appears
to hold significance in the areas of Civil Rights of Minneapolitans of color and its role in the advancement
for employment and social equity within community and institutional spaces, specifically the Minneapolis
Fire Department.
The residential growth of Ward 12 in the early 1900s called for an additional fire station and crew to serve
the location. Built in 1907 by contractors, Hoglund Bros., the two-story, cream brick Fire Station No. 24
building was said to be one of the finest fire stations in the city at the time near its completion. The
property’s earliest recorded fire crew was apparently comprised of two or three black Minneapolitans,
with Lieutenant Frank S. Harris recorded as one of them by 1908. By 1909, four black firefighters of Engine
Company No. 24 are recorded in Minneapolis City Directories, cross-refenced with Minnesota Census
records and historic newspaper records to be Lieutenant Frank S. Harris, driver John W. Cheatham, and
pipemen James “Rad” Cannon and Archibald “Archie” Van Spence. It appears that the formation of an allAfrican American fire crew was a result of prolonged discrimination within the fire department and
additional enlistment of men of color to the ranks. Fire Chief J.R. Canterbury had determined that the fire
department would not be integrated at that time and stated that white firefighters refused to share
integrated living and working areas despite, seemingly, decades of a few black Minneapolitans serving as
firemen up to that time among integrated crews, including John W. Cheatham and likely Frank S. Harris.
Articles within Star Tribune records detail the fire crew experienced discrimination and objections in their
formation within their residential Minnehaha-Hiawatha community which appears to have been
predominantly white at the time. Chief Canterbury believed that his solution to form a segregated fire
crew of men of color and assign them to the newest, most remote and isolated fire station was considered
a compromise at that time to, “keep peace in the family”—seemingly referring to the Minneapolis Fire
Department— according to a July 23, 1907 Minneapolis Tribune article. It seems that the fire house began
to become integrated around 1912. Currently available sources cannot confirm at this time the exact
events that led subsequent later integration of the station crew. This topic would be explored as part of a
designation study.
Currently available historic newspaper articles portray different, often unclear, situations or reports of
either community opposition or support for the Fire Station No. 24 crew by white Minneapolitans,

especially in 1907. It cannot be determined, at this time, the full extent and situations of underlying
discriminatory motives that existed in their formation, placement, interactions with the community,
and/or access to opportunities within respective institutional or social systems. Complexities in the
subject property’s relation to integration or segregation within institutional and community spaces, and
greater association to Civil Rights at the time would be studied further as part of a designation study.
The nominated property appears to meet at least two of the seven criteria for designation contained in
section 599.210:
Criterion 1: The property is associated with significant events or with periods that exemplify
broad patterns of cultural, political, economic, or social identity.
The property appears to hold significance in the areas of Civil Rights of Minneapolitans of color
and advancement for employment and social equity within institutional spaces. The formation of
an African American fire crew in the early 1900s to serve at the subject location appears to be a
significant event that illuminates the impact of segregation and discriminatory practices within
community and institutional spaces, in context with the events of ongoing advancement of people
of color in the twentieth century. The property appears to be among the best identified sites to
interpret this significant piece of Minneapolis history which should be explored further in a
designation study.
Criterion 2: The property is associated with the lives of significant persons or groups.
The property appears to hold significance for its association to Captain John W. Cheatham, who
was recorded as likely the City’s first firefighter of color and was distinguished through his 20 or
more years of service at the Minneapolis Fire Department. Cheatham was born enslaved in
Missouri in 1855. Following Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, Cheatham’s family relocated to
Minneapolis. By 1888, John Cheatham is recorded in Minneapolis City Directories as a pipeman
for Engine Company No. 14., and is thus the earliest currently known firefighter of color in
Minneapolis history. Records suggest Cheatham rose in various ranks of different engine
companies to become the captain of Engine No. 13 by 1899. However, that same year Cheatham
is recorded in newspaper articles as being demoted to the rank of lieutenant for perceived
disobedience to orders. By 1900, Cheatham appears to have been demoted again to first grade.
It appears that Cheatham would not regain his rank as captain or lieutenant during his tenure at
the department. Understanding prejudiced systems in place at the time, the reason and story of
Cheatham’s relegations should be critically explored in a designation study. Cheatham was
assigned to the Engine 24 crew as a driver and is recorded serving here in 1909, though it appears
possible that he was one of the original three members of the Fire Station No. 24 team. The
building appears to be the best example of an extant building associated to the life and career of
John W. Cheatham.
The property may also hold significance for its association to other individuals of the original
Engine Company No. 24 team such as Rad Cannon, Archie Van Spence, Frank S. Harris, or others
that may be discovered. Further research about the firemen of the station in the early twentieth
century would be studied in greater capacity in a designation study.
The property may also be significant under any of the other five criteria for designation. Such exploration
and evaluation would take place with a designation study.

Property Condition and Integrity:
Per available photographic evidence, the building was originally unpainted, clad in brick. Windows and
entries have been changed, and signage has been added to transition the building to a commercial use,
but the original window and engine openings remain intact. The original locations of the front and rear
fire engine openings appear to still exist to interpret their historic use. There is currently no available
evidence to suggest the building is in poor condition or lacks historic integrity to fully communicate its
significance.

4501 Hiawatha Avenue, Minneapolis, Parcel Boundaries: HE-MPC-7413

https://oblique.sanborn.com/Hennepin/?ll=44.921183,-93.219341&zoom=20

Flight date: January 4, 2019

4501 Hiawatha Avenue, Mpls - West Elevation

4501 Hiawatha Avenue, Mpls - East Elevation

4501 Hiawatha Avenue, Mpls – North Elevation

4501 Hiawatha Avenue, Mpls - South Elevation

APPENDIX C: HPC ACTIONS FROM
NOMINATION HEARING

Heritage Preservation Commission Minutes
Regular Meeting
February 16, 2021 - 4:30 pm
Online Meeting

Members Present: Madelyn Sundberg (Chair), Barbara Howard (Vice-Chair), Ethan Boote, Andrew T.
Johnson, Alicia Nystrom, Kimberly Sandbulte, Ian Stade, Margo Struthers, and Claire VanderEyk (Quorum:
6)
Members Absent: Marais Bjornberg
Staff : Rachel Blanford

Public Hearing
4. 4501 Hiawatha Ave, Ward 12
City Staff: Rob Skalecki, PLAN12136
The Heritage Preservation Commission adopted staff findings for the application by CM Andrew
Johnson.
A. Landmark nomination.
Action: Approved the nomination of the Fire Station No. 24 building, 4501 Hiawatha Ave, as a
historic landmark; established interim protection; and directed the Planning Director to prepare or
cause to be prepared a designation study.
4501 Hiawatha Ave
Yea: Boote, Howard, Johnson, Nystrom, Sandbulte, Stade, Struthers, VanderEyk, Sundberg

APPENDIX D: LETTER TO SHPO

Community Planning and Economic Development- Development Services
505 4th Ave S - Room 320
Minneapolis, MN 55415
TEL 612.673.3000 or 311

October 12, 2021
Michael Koop, CLG Coordinator and Historic Preservation Specialist
Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office
Administration Building #203
50 Sherburne Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55155
RE: Fire Station No. 24, 4501 Hiawatha Ave – Submittal for State Historic Preservation Office Comment
Michael Koop,
The City of Minneapolis is pleased to submit the enclosed designation study for Fire Station No. 24,
located at 4501 Hiawatha Ave in the Hiawatha neighborhood of Minneapolis. In accordance with state
and local law, we respectfully request your comments within 60 days – by December 11, 2021. Should
you have any questions or wish to discuss, please don’t hesitate to contact me. I look forward to your
comments.
Sincerely,

Rob Skalecki
City Planner, Historic Preservation
CPED Development Services Division

APPENDIX E: LETTER FROM SHPO

November 15, 2021
Rob Skalecki
City Planner, Historic Preservation
Community Planning and Economic Development-Development Services
505 4th Ave S – Room 320
Minneapolis MN 55415
RE: Local designation of Fire Station No. 24, 4501 Hiawatha Avenue, SHPO Referral Number 2022-0002
Dear Mr. Skalecki,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced local designation. It has been
reviewed pursuant to Minnesota Statute §471.193, subd. 6., and Section 599.210 of the City of
Minneapolis Code of Ordinances.
Constructed in 1907, Fire Station No. 24 is a rectangular-shaped, flat-roofed, two-story building
sheathed with brick that has been painted. The symmetrical façade features a large aluminum and glass
central opening that replaced the original fire truck doors, flanked by a pair of double hung sash
windows. A steel cornice caps the façade. Additional double hung sash windows pierce the north and
south sidewalls as well as the rear elevation. The first-floor interior features a circular hole in the ceiling
where a fire pole had been located, and an original decorative stamped tin ceiling.
Fire Station No. 24 was staffed exclusively by Black firefighters from 1907-1912, which was the City’s
way of circumventing civil rights laws, thereby isolating and segregating the Minneapolis Fire
Department’s Black employees. These discriminatory practices continued for decades until a 1972
lawsuit resulted in the integration of the fire department. As a result, Fire Station No. 24 is historically
significant for its association with significant events that exemplify broad patterns of cultural, political,
or social history. It is also significant for its association with John W. Cheatham, Minneapolis’ first Black
firefighter, along with several other Black firefighters. For these reasons, we concur that Fire Station No.
24 is an ideal candidate for local designation under Criteria 1 and 2.
If you have any questions regarding our assessment of this property, please contact me at 651.201.3291
or michael.koop@state.mn.us.
Sincerely,

Michael Koop
State Historic Preservation Office
cc: Madelyn Sundberg, Chair, Minneapolis HPC
MINNESOTA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
50 Sherburne Avenue

Building 203 Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 651-201-3287
▪ Administration
▪
▪
mn.gov/admin/shpo mnshpo@state.mn.us
▪
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AND SERVICE PROVIDER

APPENDIX F: MEMORANDUM TO CITY
PLANNING COMMISSION

Department of Community Planning & Economic Development
505 4th Avenue South, #320
Minneapolis, MN 55415

MEMORANDUM
To:

City Planning Commission, Committee of the Whole

Prepared By:

Rob Skalecki, City Planner (612) 394-7851

Date:

November 4, 2021

Subject:

Fire Station No. 24 Designation Study, 4501 Hiawatha Ave

SITE DATA
Existing Zoning

OR2 High Density Office Residence District
Pedestrian Oriented Overlay District
BFT10 Transit 10 Built Form Overlay District

Lot Area

8,420 square feet

Ward

12

Neighborhood(s)

Hiawatha; adjacent to Ericsson

Future Land Use

Community Mixed Use

Goods and Services
Corridor

N/A

Built Form

Transit 10

DESIGNATION STUDY REVIEW AND COMMENT
Chapter 599, Heritage Preservation, of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances outlines the review process for
designation studies. The City is required to submit the designation study to the State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) and the City Planning Commission (CPC) for review and comment. The Fire Station No. 24 designation
study was submitted to the SHPO on October 12, 2021. Staff anticipates comments on the designation study on
or by December 11, 2021. This item will be on the December 9, 2021, Committee of the Whole agenda for
discussion and comment.
Staff is recommending that Fire Station No. 24 be designated as a local historic landmark. Staff finds that the
property has significance under Criterion 1 (associated with significant events and patterns of development), and
Criterion 2 (associated with lives of significant persons or groups) of Chapter 599.210.
Title 23, Chapter 599.260 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances requires the planning director to submit all
proposed designations to the Minneapolis City Planning Commission for review and comment on the proposed
designation. In its review, the City Planning Commission shall consider but not be limited to the following factors:
(1) The relationship of the proposed designation to the city's comprehensive plan.
(2) The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area.
(3) The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or development
objectives adopted by the city council.
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The relationship of the proposed designation to the city's comprehensive plan:
The future land use of the property is identified as Community Mixed Use in the Minneapolis 2040
Comprehensive Plan. Community Mixed Use includes a range of competing uses and a range of allowed building
types with mixed use, large-scale development encouraged. Currently, the area around Hiawatha Ave in this
location includes low and medium‐density residential, with commercial and industrial uses. The proposed
designation would have no impact on the use of the subject property and would support the identified future
land use for the area.
The future built form guidance for the property is identified as Transit 10 in Minneapolis 2040. Transit 10 is
applied along high frequency transit routes, near METRO stations, and in neighborhoods adjacent to or in
downtown. Buildings in Transit 10 should reflect a variety of building types on moderate and large size lots, and
building heights should be between two and ten stories. The proposed designation would have no impact on the
built form for the subject property and supports the built form district for the area. While the subject building is
on the lower end of the Transit 10 building height scale, the building meets local criteria to warrant landmark
designation and preservation in its current from.
The following policies of Minneapolis 2040 would apply to the designation of the Fire Station No. 24:
Policy 60 – Intrinsic Value of Properties: Increase the awareness, understanding, and appreciation of the
economic and intrinsic value of older properties important to the city’s heritage.
Fire Station No. 24 is a significant property that is important to the city’s heritage. Landmark designation would
protect the building for years to come. Designation would allow for the increased awareness, understanding,
and appreciation of the intrinsic and potential economic value of an important piece of the city’s cultural and
social history.
Policy 92 - Identify and Evaluate Historic Resources: Continue to identify, examine, and evaluate historic contexts
and historic resources, with a focus on communities that have been traditionally underrepresented.
Sites of African American history have been traditionally underrepresented in the body of the City’s landmarked
properties. Designation of the subject property will aid in illuminating and interpreting a significant piece of
African American history in Minneapolis. The designation of Fire Station No. 24 will help to ensure that history of
segregation and discrimination in the city—and the service and experiences of Minneapolis’ earliest Black
firefighters—will be brought forward and known by Minneapolis residents for decades to come. The Fire Station
No. 24 designation study also includes a brief context on segregation in Minneapolis and Black public service,
which will contribute to the city’s understanding of its history and overall development. The context may help
identify further candidates for landmark designation or present opportunities for other areas for study.
Policy 93 – Stewarding Historic Properties: Preserve, maintain and encourage the adaptive reuse of historic
districts, landmarks and historic resources, especially in locations that historically have experienced
disinvestment.
Historic Preservation regulations that come with historic designation would encourage the retention of this
important community resource. Local landmark designation ensures the protection of this significant piece of
the city’s history through the consideration of changes to the property via review processes, understanding the
significance of the property’s social and cultural history. The current property owner has expressed interest in
greater reuse and rehabilitation of the building and has recently submitted a Certificate of No Change
application to Preservation staff for review of a minor rehabilitation project.
The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area:
The designation will help preserve an important remnant of the history of African American public service in
Minneapolis. The designation of the property will help preserve a building that has been a part of the
2

community for over 110 years. The building will remain at the southeast corner of the intersection of 45th St E
and Hiawatha Ave where it was originally built to serve the growing community in this area. Potential reuse,
rehabilitation, and interpretation of the property has the opportunity to foster the growth of an important
community resource within the Hiawatha and Ericsson neighborhoods. The property is also part of the 46th
Street LRT Station Pedestrian Oriented Overlay District and is in compliance with zoning regulations for the
district. As a designated landmark, the property will remain as a significant historic feature of Hiawatha Ave, and
the building exists adjacent to the METRO Blue Line 46th St Station.
The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or development objectives
adopted by the City Council:
Development plans and objectives have been superseded by the Minneapolis 2040 Comprehensive Plan and are
no longer evaluated in the landmark designation process.
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