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Intent:

Amend Parking, Loading, and Travel Demand Management regulations in the zoning
ordinance to implement policies in Minneapolis 2040 and the Transportation Action Plan.

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF THE ZONING CODE
The following chapters of Title 20, Zoning Code, were introduced:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Chapter 525 Administration and Enforcement.
Chapter 527 Planned Unit Development.
Chapter 531 Nonconforming Uses and Structures.
Chapter 535 Regulations of General Applicability.
Chapter 536 Specific Development Standards.
Chapter 537 Accessory Uses and Structures.
Chapter 541 Off-Street Parking and Loading.
Chapter 546 Residence Districts.
Chapter 547 Office Residence Districts.
Chapter 548 Commercial Districts.
Chapter 549 Downtown Districts.
Chapter 550 Industrial Districts.
Chapter 551 Overlay Districts.

The following chapters were also introduced: 520, 521, and 530. However, staff is not recommending changes to
these chapters as part of this amendment and is therefore recommending returning them to the author.

BACKGROUND
Council Member Gordon and Council Member Fletcher introduced an ordinance on July 17, 2020, to amend
regulations for off-street parking and loading and travel demand management (TDM) practices. The intent of these
amendments is to implement policy guidance in Minneapolis 2040 that calls for the elimination of off-street
parking minimums, and re-evaluation of parking maximums to align with city goals. Minneapolis 2040 and the
Transportation Action Plan also call for the creation and implementation of new TDM strategies for development
that should apply to more projects than they do today. Finally, these same documents call for right-sizing of the
city’s loading requirements to better reflect the needs of business in a changing economy and built environment.
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The Planning Commission Committee of the Whole previously reviewed the overarching goals and approach to
this zoning code text amendment at the August 20, 2020, meeting, and reviewed preliminary recommendations
at the March 11, 2021 meeting.
Elimination of minimum parking requirements does not signal the end of development providing parking in
Minneapolis. Paired with strengthened limits on maximum parking allowed, increased bicycle parking
requirements, and a more consistent and robust travel demand management ordinance, these changes are
intended to shift the city’s regulatory approach away from a focus on controlling the perceived negative
externalities of development, and toward requiring and incentivizing physical improvement and programmatic
practices that will reduce the occurrence of negative externalities in the first place. These amendments focus on
achieving city mode split goals and goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but also directly address the
Minneapolis 2040 goals of…
•
•
•
•
•

Climate change resilience and Clean environment through reduction on the reliance of automobiles, and
supporting the growth of electric vehicle infrastructure.
Affordable and accessible housing and Complete neighborhoods by improving the financial feasibility of
development at varying scales in locations throughout Minneapolis.
High-quality physical environment through design standards that support a variety of transportation
modes.
More residents and jobs by regulating the efficient use of land.
Eliminate disparities by ensuring access to a variety of transportation options, technologies, and
destinations through new development.

History of parking ordinance changes
Minneapolis has amended parking regulations regularly over the course of the past twenty years, incrementally
changing the amount of parking required for various types of development and in varying locations throughout
the city. Select locations in Minneapolis have had no minimum parking requirement for over ten years, and parking
requirements for more geographies have been incrementally eliminated over time. Based on experience
reviewing projects in these locations, staff expects that parking will still be built in many developments, so these
amendments are also intended to address how developments can otherwise help to achieve the City’s
transportation goals.
1999 – Downtown Parking Overlay District is adopted, prohibited new commercial
parking lots and introduced restrictions on new surface lots downtown
2004 – Transit Station Area Pedestrian Oriented Overlay Districts are adopted, prohibited
new commercial parking lots near light rail stations
2009 – Parking reform package that included
•
•
•
•

Reduced parking requirements for commercial uses, requiring zero spaces for
smaller establishments
Maximum parking standards adopted citywide
Minimum bicycle parking requirements established for most uses
Eliminated minimum parking requirements in the downtown zoning districts

2015 – Parking reform package that included
2
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•
•

Elimination of parking requirement for residential buildings with 3 – 50 units
located near high frequency transit, 50 percent reduction for larger residential
buildings
Ten percent reduction in parking requirements for residential buildings in
proximity to standard transit service

2016 – On select corridors, nonresidential uses no longer required to provide off-street
parking
2017 – New limits on the amount of parking frontage allowed on any floor facing public
streets, applies primarily to parking garages in larger buildings
2019 – Minneapolis 2040 is adopted, signaling the City’s intent to eliminate parking
minimums, evaluate and institute parking maximums, and revamp the travel demand
management ordinance.
Parking and Loading Rationale
Parking and Loading ordinance reform is aimed at achieving the policy goals in Minneapolis 2040 and the
Transportation Action Plan, and is supported by the findings of a wide variety of publications and academic
research. Ordinance reform also aligns with related efforts to generally improve the built environment in a manner
that is supportive of alternative forms of transportation.
•
•

•

•
•

•
•

The cost of producing parking is paid for by residential owners and renters, whether they use it or not.
This results in inflated housing costs, particularly for lower income households. [citation]
Providing an overabundance of parking incentivizes automobile use at the expense of more efficient and
environmentally friendly forms of transportation. This ultimately results in greater demands being placed
on roadways and an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. [citation 1, 2]
Dedication of large portions of land to inactive uses such as parking reduces the efficiency with which land
is used, reducing the ability of residents to satisfy their daily transportation needs within a small
geographic footprint.
Walkable urban design best practices are made less effective when they must accommodate parking,
drive aisles, and curb cuts for automobiles.
Parking reform has the added benefit of reducing the number of staff hours spent administering parkingrelated provisions in the zoning ordinance, with the intended trade-off of spending more time working
with developers and businesses to meet the City’s transportation goals.
Regulatory relief for businesses is also intended with these changes. Eliminating requirements can make
it easier for businesses to establish themselves in existing properties throughout Minneapolis.
Elimination of minimum parking requirements removes a significant barrier to re-use of older buildings
that were originally constructed with little or no off-street parking. A substantial amount of the city’s
historic fabric has been replaced to provide parking for both older and newer buildings or to provide public
parking.
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Proposed Parking and Loading Ordinance Changes
Minimum Parking Requirements
Current standards in the zoning ordinance require a minimum amount of parking for some uses, while some areas
of the city have provisions that allow for a reduction or complete elimination of those minimum requirements.
Consistent with guidance in Minneapolis 2040, staff proposes elimination of minimum parking requirements
citywide for all uses.
Maximum Parking Limits
The zoning ordinance currently includes maximum parking limits for uses citywide, with more strict standards for
uses with downtown zoning. Changes outlined below are intended to reduce the instances where new
developments supply an overabundance of parking, and right-size the limits based on location throughout the
city, relying on the application of the ‘Transit’ and ‘Core’ built form districts to indicate where overall supply of
parking should be lower.
•

•

•

Expand existing residential parking maximums beyond downtown to apply citywide, particularly in areas more
supportive of alternative modes of transportation and areas of high travel demand such as Downtown, the
University of Minnesota, and near Transit Stations.
o Current: residential parking maximum is 1.5 spaces per dwelling unit in downtown, with no maximum
elsewhere
o Proposed: residential parking maximum of 1.5 spaces per dwelling unit in Transit and Core built form
districts, 2 spaces per dwelling unit elsewhere, 1-3 unit development exemption
Reduce maximum parking limits.
o Current: Most uses have a maximum parking limit, non-residential uses are typically limited to 1 space
per 200 square feet of gross floor area. Downtown the parking maximums are more strict, with many
non-residential uses being limited to 1 space per 1,000 square feet of gross floor area.
o Proposed: Reduce the maximum parking limits, and institute a tiered approach that acknowledges the
geographic context of development.
 In Core 50 and Transit 30: Maximums in these locations largely replace the previous
Downtown limits. Non-residential uses are typically limited to 1 space per 1,000 square feet
of gross floor area.
 In Transit 10, 15, and 20: Non-residential uses are typically limited to 1 space per 500 or 600
square feet of gross floor area.
 All other areas: Non-residential uses are typically limited to 1 space per 300 square feet of
gross floor area.
Institute a maximum of 100 spaces for surface parking lots, intended to address outlier situations where
maximum parking regulations result in an inadequate limit. This limit would apply to the total number of
surface parking spaces on any zoning lot throughout the city except that the Downtown Parking Overlay
District would retain a stricter limit of 20 surface spaces. This provision does not limit the number of structured
parking spaces in a project.
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Bicycle Parking and Facility Requirements
Bicycle parking requirements in the zoning ordinance are currently found in Chapters 541 (Parking), 549
(Downtown Districts), and 551 (Overlay Districts). One intent of the proposed changes to bicycle parking and
facility requirements is to consolidate most of these requirements into Chapter 541, and create consistency for
how they are applied citywide. Most of the changes to bicycle parking requirements are minor, and are outlined
below. In the case of developments with 200,000 square feet or more of gross floor area however, requirements
for shower and locker facilities are increasing to better align with city mode split greenhouse gas reduction goals.
These increased requirements are in line with what the market has been producing in larger projects in recent
years.
•

Increase bike parking requirements.
o Current: requirements vary based on location and use, but the minimum for residential is 1 space per
2 dwelling units (the University Area Overlay requires 1 space per 1 bedroom), and select nonresidential uses typically have a minimum requirement of 3 spaces, some higher based on intensity of
use.
o Proposed: increase the minimum requirement for residential to 1 space per 1 dwelling unit (UA
Overlay is unchanged). Apply a minimum requirement of 3 spaces for most non-residential uses, and
increase the minimum requirement for select uses based on typical demand. Additional changes to
specific bicycle parking standards are outlined below:
 Require a minimum amount of short-term bicycle parking, in addition to long-term bicycle
parking for some uses
 No more than seventy-five (75) percent of required bicycle parking spaces may be provided
in wall mounted racks that require the user to lift a bicycle into place
 At least half of required long-term spaces must be accessible without the use of stairs or an
elevator

•

Increase requirements for locker and shower facilities in commercial development.
o Current: requirement is triggered for uses greater than 500,000 square feet, and only downtown.
Requirement for a 500,000 square foot use is for 30 long-term bicycle parking spaces, 4 showers, and
15 full-size lockers.
o Proposed: requirement is triggered for uses greater than 200,000 square feet (some exceptions),
applies citywide. Requirement for a 500,000 square foot use is 250 long-term bicycle parking spaces,
8 showers, and 100 lockers.

Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
With anticipated proliferation of electric vehicles use in the coming years, staff proposes that parking be subject
to a requirement to install electric vehicle charging infrastructure. While the intent is to ensure that development
is contributing to city greenhouse gas emission reduction goals, there are benefits to these regulations beyond
that main purpose. The cost of retrofitting parking areas in older properties is much higher than if infrastructure
is installed when a building or parking facility is constructed. This ensures that adequate electrical service is
installed to the property, and that expensive modifications to parking areas to run new conduit and wiring is not
necessary. Having a standard that is required evenly across the board for most development is also important for
5
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encouraging equitable access to these facilities in the long run. This requirement does come at a cost to
developments. The standard is intended to strike a balance that does not put too onerous of a burden on
development in general and on affordable housing development in particular, while acknowledging potential cost
savings to developments as a result of changes to the parking and travel demand management sections of the
zoning code. This is in part why the proposed requirements are higher for electric vehicle ready spaces as opposed
to requirements for charging stations. To allow for developments to prepare for this change, staff proposes phased
implementation of these requirements. The standards will not be required until January 1, 2022, and will also
allow for an alternative compliance standard of 75% of parking spaces being electric vehicle ready in lieu of
providing any charging stations until January 1, 2024.
•

Require electric vehicle charging stations and electric vehicle ready spaces for new parking (currently not
required).
o 10% of the parking spaces provided for the following uses must have L2 charging stations installed
 Residential uses with 10 or more units and 10 or more parking spaces
 Office
 Hotel
o When 20 off-street parking spaces or more are provided, 5% of parking spaces for other nonresidential uses must have L2 charging stations
o Table 541-4, Required Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure, indicates the requirements for Electric
Vehicle Ready Spaces, which is an additional 20% of spaces provided for residential, hotel, and office
uses
o Smaller residential developments are not required to supply chargers, but must be EV ready – this
includes new or replaced garages accessory to small scale residential uses such as 1-3 unit buildings,
which will need to have adequate electrical service installed to power an L2 level charger

Loading Requirements
Loading requirements for select uses in the zoning ordinance are proposed for reduction or elimination based
largely on experience from staff in administering these requirements. Some changes are intended to eliminate an
unnecessary administrative burden where the use simply does not generate a level of deliveries in need of a
dedicated loading area (video stores, tattoo and body piercing parlor). Other changes are an attempt to right-size
requirements in an effort to encourage development that is consistent with Minneapolis 2040 goals (grocery
store, offices).
•

•

Reduce loading requirements for select uses, particularly those seen as contributing to achieving Minneapolis
2040 goals (example: reducing loading requirements for grocery stores can increase the feasibility for them
locating in more areas of the City).
New flexibility is also suggested to allow for developments that are subject to the Travel Demand
Management process to negotiate the overall loading requirement of a site as an alternative to a variance.

Access to Parking and Loading Requirements
In response to policy direction in Minneapolis 2040 to limit curb cuts, staff recommends changes to language in
the zoning ordinance around access to parking and loading. These changes are intended to limit the number of
6
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conflicts in the public right of way between cars and pedestrians, cyclists, and transit/traffic operations. One
intended outcome of these changes is to prohibit the establishment of porte-cochères – pick up and drop off drive
aisles typically located in front of buildings that require two or more curb cuts. Staff in Public Works and CPED
have documented the negative effect these uses have on the pedestrian experience, and are commonly used for
long-term storage of cars instead of for their intended purpose. Pick up and drop off facilities may still be
incorporated to development, but only in cases where they can be established with minimal disruption to the
public right of way and the established street wall. Key changes are highlighted below.
•

•

•

•

•

•

Current: “The consolidation of curb cuts shall be encouraged, and new curb cuts shall be discouraged
whenever appropriate, considering safe traffic flow, the objectives of this ordinance, and access points
needed for the proper functioning of the use.”
Proposed: “In general, the number of curb cuts shall be minimized to prioritize pedestrian, bicycle, and
transit user and other traffic safety, and the objectives of this ordinance. Before a new curb cut is
authorized, other available access to and from the site and access points needed for the proper
functioning of the use shall be considered. Curb cuts shall not be located on a primary frontage unless an
alternative access point is impractical. For existing development, the consolidation of curb cuts is
encouraged.”
Current: “Where a residential use is served by an alley, direct access to the street through a curb cut shall
be discouraged, except where such curb cut extends into a corner side yard. Direct access to the street
through a curb cut shall not be allowed where an alley serves a single- and two-family dwelling or multiplefamily dwelling having three (3) or four (4) dwelling units, except where such curb cut extends into a
corner side yard or reverse corner side yard.”
Proposed: “Where a residential use is served by an alley, direct access to the street through a curb cut
shall be discouraged. Direct access to the street through a curb cut shall not be allowed where an alley
serves a single-, two-, or three-family dwelling.”
Current: “All maneuvers associated with parking shall occur in the off-street parking area, except where
accessory to single or two-family dwellings, or cluster developments or multiple-family dwellings of three
(3) or four (4) units. Public streets shall not be used to conduct any parking maneuver, including backing
out onto the street.”
Proposed: Allow maneuvering in the alley for parking areas that are accessory to single-, two-, or threefamily dwellings, or a cluster development. Maneuvers associated with parking that is accessory to all
other uses is also allowed provided no more than three parking spaces utilize the alley for maneuvering.

Changes to Overlay Districts
A unique byproduct of eliminating parking requirements is that some changes to the University Area (UA) Overlay
are recommended. One of the main driving forces behind its creation over ten years ago was to address the unique
parking challenges that come with uses locating near the University of Minnesota. In particular, some of those
parking regulations aimed to control small scale dorm-style development that was happening in 1-4 unit dwellings.
Since minimum parking requirements are recommended for elimination citywide, including in the UA Overlay,
staff recommends a limit on the number of bedrooms allowed in 1-3 unit buildings that are in the Interior 1 and
Interior 2 built form districts in the UA Overlay.
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•
•

Current: Control for intensity of small scale residential use through a parking requirement of 0.5 spaces
per bedroom.
Proposed: Control for intensity of small scale residential use through a maximum bedroom count standard
of no more than nine bedrooms for 1-3 unit dwellings and cluster developments in the Interior 1 and
Interior 2 built form districts in the UA Overlay.

Travel Demand Management (TDM) Rationale
Minneapolis 2040 and the Transportation Action Plan highlight a series of transportation goals. The following
review focuses on the TDM practices that have the greatest impact on achieving those goals, particularly as they
relate to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. These goals can primarily be achieved through encouraging mode
shift away from single occupancy vehicles to other forms of transportation. A review by the Federal Highway
Administration highlights the importance of acknowledging that most effects of TDM best practices are very local,
and are difficult to evaluate at a citywide or even corridor level. [citation] Other actions and investments by
government entities are needed to maximize the impacts of TDM plans. Minneapolis 2040 and the Transportation
Action Plan addresses many of these other actions that are necessary such as provision of adequate pedestrian,
bicycle, and transit infrastructure, and transit supportive development regulations.
Strategies to address travel demand brought on by new development typically fall into a small handful of
categories.
•
•
•

Support, promotion of, or information related to alternative forms of transportation
Direct provision of alternative forms of transportation
Financial incentives and physical improvements aimed at encouraging users to choose other forms of
transportation

When paired with provision of a strong public transit system, supportive land uses, and streets designed to
accommodate varied modes of transportation, these strategies become more effective. Conversely, when
abundant and free parking is provided, these strategies become less effective. [citation]
This is important context to consider when adopting strategies that will be most effective in Minneapolis. Studies
and literature reviews highlight the primary importance of development occurring within an existing land use
framework with a mix of uses and/or transit service. These conditions are present in Minneapolis to a greater
extent than anywhere else in the metro area. Development within Minneapolis by its nature will produce fewer
single occupancy vehicle trips and induce fewer greenhouse gas emissions than development elsewhere in the
region. Travel demand management best practices should therefore be seen as existing in the greater context of
a supportive land use and built form policy and transit investment framework. In that light, staff proposes TDM
requirements that will supplement larger efforts to support walking, cycling, and transit – these regulations should
not be seen as working in a vacuum to achieve the city’s transportation and climate action goals.
Proposed Travel Demand Management Ordinance Changes
Changes to the Travel Demand Management (TDM) process in the zoning ordinance are intended to complement
the changes proposed elsewhere in this text amendment. With elimination of parking requirements, staff is
proposing to capture more development types and scales in the TDM process while also streamlining how
developments can comply with proposed standards. These changes are made primarily through the lenses of
climate change, greenhouse gas emission reductions, and shift in mode split, but also have a direct relationship
to city goals of safety, equity, mobility, and air quality.
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•

Subject more development to the travel demand management process
o Current: TDM plans are required for projects with 100,000 square feet or more of new or additional
nonresidential gross floor area. Planning and Public Works staff require TDM plans of other projects
at their discretion.
o Proposed: Establish and regulate three types of TDM standards.
 TDM, minor: Residential projects 50 – 249 units, and non-residential development containing
25,000 or more square feet of gross floor area and less than 200,000 square feet of gross floor
area.
 TDM, major: Residential projects with 250 or more units, non-residential development
containing 200,000 or more square feet of gross floor area, and reception and meeting halls,
and shopping centers.
 TDM, discretionary: Can be required of any development when determined by the planning
director that the proposal presents unique transportation challenges due to the nature of the
use or location

•

De-emphasize the role of the traffic study in TDM plans
o Current: Developments requiring TDM plans are subject to supplying an engineering report which
includes a traffic study.
o Proposed: Smaller scale development will comply with TDM requirements by providing TDM
strategies in a non-discretionary process that does not require a traffic study. Larger projects will still
need to supply a traffic study.

•

Establish a TDM process geared toward shaping development that results in reduced automobile trips,
increased walking, cycling, and transit trips, and reduced greenhouse gas emissions. Developments triggering
a required TDM process must implement strategies totaling a points value based on the size and use of the
proposal as outlined below.
Buildings and Uses

Minor, Major, or Discretionary
Travel Demand Management
Plan Required

Minimum Points Required

Any building or use containing
fifty (50) or more and less than
two-hundred fifty (250) new or
additional dwelling units or
rooming units.

Minor

4

Any non-residential development
containing more than twentyfive thousand (25,000) square
feet and less than two-hundred
thousand (200,000) square feet
of new or additional gross floor
area.

Minor

6

Any building or use containing
two-hundred fifty (250) or more

Major

6
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new or additional dwelling units
or rooming units.
Any non-residential development
containing two-hundred
thousand (200,000) square feet
or more of new or additional
gross floor area.

Major

8

Establishment or expansion of a
reception or meeting hall
containing five-thousand (5,000)
square feet of new or additional
gross floor area.

Major

4

Establishment or expansion of a
shopping center containing tenthousand (10,000) square feet of
new or additional gross floor
area.

Major

4

The planning director, in
consultation with the city
engineer, may mandate a travel
demand management plan that
includes a report containing a
traffic study prepared consistent
with industry standards and
certified by a licensed engineer
for the establishment of any use,
new building, or building
expansion not specified in this
chapter when it is determined by
the planning director that the
proposal presents unique
transportation challenges due to
the nature of the use or location.

Discretionary

As determined by the
planning director

Specific proposed strategies are described below. The points awarded for a given strategy are tied to the
effectiveness of that strategy in achieving desired outcomes and adopted city goals. Smaller projects will be
able to satisfy these requirements by supplying fewer strategies, and residential projects will have a lower
requirement than non-residential in recognition of the relative impact those uses have on transportation
systems. The strategies are largely focused on physical improvements to property for two reasons, first is that
physical improvements more often have a greater impact on desired outcomes, and second is that physical
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improvements are easier to monitor and enforce over time. The ordinance would establish a framework for
ongoing self-reporting by the property owner to ensure long-term compliance.
Strategy
Transit fare
provision

Points
6

Zero vehicle
parking

6

Transit fare
subsidy

3

Limited vehicle
parking

3

Pedestrian realm
improvements

3

Standards
a. The building owner or management company shall provide
unlimited-ride transit passes to residents and employees utilizing a
program administered through the regional transit agency.
b. For single-tenant non-residential uses, all full-time employees
shall be provided unlimited-ride transit passes. For multi-tenant
non-residential uses, not less than seventy-five (75) percent of the
full-time employees within the development shall be provided
unlimited-ride transit passes.
c. For residential uses, unlimited-ride transit passes shall be
provided to all units within the development at a rate not less than
one (1) pass per unit.
a. No off-street parking spaces for motor vehicles shall be provided
for the development.
b. Accessible spaces, spaces for shared vehicles, and up to three
(3) temporary drop-off and pick-up spaces shall be exempt from
this requirement.
a. The building owner or management company shall provide a
transit fare subsidy for unlimited-ride transit passes not less than
thirty (30) percent of the cost of the transit pass to residents and
employees utilizing a program administered through the regional
transit agency.
b. For single-tenant non-residential uses, all full-time employees
shall be offered unlimited-ride transit passes at a reduced rate. For
multi-tenant non-residential uses, not less than seventy-five (75)
percent of the full-time employees within the development shall
qualify for unlimited-ride transit passes at a reduced rate.
c. For residential uses, unlimited-ride transit passes shall be made
available to all units within the development at a rate not less than
one (1) pass per unit.
a. No more than one-half (0.5) space per residential unit shall be
provided when the residential use requires a travel demand
management plan.
b. Off-street parking less than or equal to thirty (30) percent of the
maximum parking requirement for the development shall be
provided when the non-residential use requires a travel demand
management plan.
c. A development shall not qualify for points for both the zero
vehicle parking strategy and the limited parking strategy.
a. Improvements shall be implemented in the public right-of-way
that support pedestrian activity and exceed minimum
requirements, as approved by the planning director in consultation
with the city engineer. In addition to any additional improvements
determined by the planning director or city engineer, the
development shall provide a minimum of two (2) of the following
three (3) enhancements:
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Shower, locker,
and long-term
bicycle storage
Shared vehicles

Unbundling and
pricing of parking

Real-time transit
information
Proposed by the
applicant

1) A widened sidewalk that brings a substandard pedestrian space
into compliance with the City of Minneapolis Street Design Guide.
Sidewalks must be paved with materials that meet or exceed city
standards for sidewalk finishes.
2) Street trees and landscaping installed in an enhanced planting
bed.
3) Street furniture appropriate for the site’s context, not disrupting
the pedestrian throughway.
2
a. The development shall provide shower and locker facilities, and
long-term bicycle parking at a fifty (50) percent greater rate than
otherwise required by this zoning ordinance.
b. Points for this strategy shall only be awarded for uses that are
required by this chapter to provide shower and locker facilities.
2
a. Non-residential uses shall provide one (1) shared vehicle per
one-hundred thousand (100,000) square feet of non-residential
space, but not less than one (1) vehicle, when the non-residential
use requires a travel demand management plan.
b. Residential uses shall provide a minimum of one (1) shared
vehicle per one-hundred (100) dwelling units when the nonresidential use requires a travel demand management plan, but
not less than one (1) vehicle, when the non-residential use
requires a travel demand management plan.
1
a. In a residential use subject to a travel demand management
plan, parking spaces for residential units shall be leased or sold
separately from the rental or purchase price of the housing units.
b. In a non-residential use subject to a travel demand management
plan, a fee shall typically be charged for long-term customer and
employee parking.
c. Points for this strategy shall not be awarded for both this
strategy and the Zero Vehicle Parking strategy.
1
The development shall post real-time transit information in a
public space near or at the entrance to the development.
As
The property owner or representative may propose a travel
determined demand management strategy not detailed in this table such as
by the
valet parking, mobility hubs, or other items as appropriate for the
planning
use and location. Points awarded shall be determined by the
director
planning director in consultation with the city engineer.

Public Engagement and Feedback
Proposals in this text amendment borrow heavily from feedback gathered during public outreach for Minneapolis
2040, the Climate Action Plan, and the Transportation Action Plan. During the development of Minneapolis 2040,
over one hundred public meetings and thousands of points of feedback from the public resulted in an adopted
collection of goals, policies, and action steps that include direction on parking, loading, and travel demand
management regulations. Staff has conducted outreach to key stakeholders over the past few months, and have
received constructive feedback on how to improve the proposed ordinance. The groups and method of outreach
used are listed below.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

City Planning Commission Committee of the Whole – attended meeting on August 20, 2020; March 11,
2021
Community Environmental Advisory Commission – attended meeting on March 17, 2021
Minneapolis Advisory Committee on People with Disabilities – attended meeting on March 17, 2021
Minneapolis Advisory Committee on Housing – attended meeting on March 11, 2021
Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee – attended meeting on September 23, 2020; March 24, 2021
Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee – attended meeting on November 4, 2020; April 7, 2021
Targeted outreach to development community – email, phone
Meetings with key stakeholders in transportation field – organized meetings on March 4, 2021; March 18,
2021
Interdepartmental outreach (Public Works, CPED Divisions, Coordinator’s Office)
Interagency outreach (Metro Transit, Move Minneapolis)

Staff has received public comment from some of the above groups, and that feedback is included in the
attachments section of this report.
In addition to targeted outreach where staff attended or organized meetings, the following methods of
communication were used to advertise this work and invite public comment.
•
•
•

A project website was developed with detailed information on the proposed changes:
https://minneapolis2040.com/implementation/parking-loading-and-mobility-regulations/
GovDelivery outreach to small businesses, and to Minneapolis 2040 email list
Notice of public hearing to neighborhood groups, publication in Finance and Commerce

Summary of Feedback
The following themes and comments were presented to staff in the varied efforts to engage with the above
stakeholders. Staff addressed some of these comments through changes to the proposed regulations.
•

•

•
•
•

Consistent support was shown for early concepts around expanding the number and variety of projects
that would trigger the Travel Demand Management requirements. De-emphasizing the use of traffic
studies for many projects was also an early agreed upon approach based on feedback from various
stakeholders.
Feedback regarding the proposed TDM strategies resulted in the elimination of some concepts (curbside
management) in favor of strategies including the unbundling of parking costs, and posting of real-time
transit info. Furthermore, feedback from Metro Transit was essential in developing the approach to the
transit related strategies – using a tiered approach for that element was a point of feedback received from
various stakeholders.
CPED staff worked closely with Public Works staff on the ordinance changes. In particular, the updated
TDM ordinance reflects staff most involved in administering these regulations, and is tied directly to
adopted policy direction in the Transportation Action Plan.
Based in part on feedback from Public Works staff, and supported by policies in Minneapolis 2040 and the
Transportation Action Plan, regulations regarding curb cuts and access to property were updated to
encourage pedestrian, bike, and transit oriented design of the public right of way.
The Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure is partly informed by feedback submitted to the city by the
Community Environmental Advisory Commission far in advance of the work starting on this ordinance
amendment.
o Concern was raised in some conversations about the potential financial impact of this
requirement on affordable housing projects. Staff received consistent feedback that the
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ordinance should be applied to both market rate and affordable projects. In response to concerns,
staff is proposing a phasing in period for these requirements as outlined earlier in this report.
Staff and external stakeholders identified a desire to add specificity regarding how bicycle parking is
provided. This resulted in changes to the ordinance that requires visitor accessible parking, and
encouragement that a variety of bicycle styles be accommodated, along with electric charging for longterm bicycle parking spaces.
Members of the Minneapolis Advisory Committee on People with Disabilities are particularly concerned
about the impact that reducing parking requirements to zero might have on residents, employees, and
visitors to projects that choose to supply zero parking. The number of accessible parking spaces required
in new development is governed by the state building code. When development includes parking,
provision of a minimum number of accessible spaces is required. If developments do not provide parking,
there is no building code requirement to provide accessible spaces.

FINDINGS
What is the reason for the amendment and what public purpose will be served?
The City is required by Minnesota state law to resolve overt conflicts between its comprehensive plan and its
zoning regulations. Following the built form standards that took effect on January 1, 2021, the proposed
amendment would address key policy goals in Minneapolis 2040, particularly related to mobility and climate
change. The urban form envisioned in Minneapolis 2040, particularly in the higher-density districts, will become
more feasible when minimum parking requirements are removed. Further, removal of minimum parking
requirements is coupled with standards that will require major development projects to take specific steps to
meet adopted transportation objectives spelled out in the comprehensive plan and the Transportation Action
Plan.
To prepare for the expected increase in the utilization of electric vehicles (EVs), new standards are proposed for
electric vehicle charging stations and electric vehicle readiness.
The amendment proposes a new approach to travel demand management (TDM), expanding the number of
projects that would be subject to the ordinance and spelling out a list of strategies that a development team may
choose from in order to comply with the ordinance.
How is the amendment consistent with the purpose of the zoning district(s) or ordinance chapter(s) being
amended?
This amendment would revise many chapters throughout the zoning code, with a particular focus on Chapter 541.
This chapter would be given a new title to reflect a broader approach to meeting the City’s mobility and climate
goals. Where feasible, the ordinance is being simplified. Redundancies will be removed, making the overall code
easier to understand, administer, and enforce. Travel demand management standards would be moved to
Chapter 541, where it would be more fully integrated into standards addressing mobility.
Are there consequences in denying this amendment?
Denying this amendment would prevent the City from taking key steps to align its zoning regulations with the new
comprehensive plan. Such a lack of alignment would be legally problematic and would stifle progress toward
important policy goals.
What adverse effects may result with the adoption of this amendment?
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Substantial adverse effects are not anticipated as a result of this amendment. The policies that are informing
proposed regulations were adopted following a robust public engagement process. The City is now implementing
those policies.
Elimination of minimum parking requirements may raise concerns about the availability of on-street parking due
to spillover from new development. It’s worth noting that significant geographic areas of the Minneapolis
currently do not have minimum off-street parking requirements. The ordinance proposes steps to increase the
likelihood that people will choose walking, biking, and transit. Further, the Public Works Department is leading an
effort to address curbside management in a way that addresses City goals and balances the competing demands
on the use of our streets.
CPED and Public Works staff will closely monitor the new TDM ordinance to inform any future amendments. The
intent of the amendment is to ensure that TDM strategies are meaningful and reasonably aggressive but are also
practical to achieve.
How does the amendment relate to other City ordinances?
CPED has engaged with other City departments on this effort, including the Public Works Department and the
Sustainability Division of the City Coordinator’s Office. While several policy documents relate to this zoning code
change—including Minneapolis 2040, the Transportation Action Plan, and the Climate Action Plan—no other City
ordinances are directly affected by zoning changes affecting off-street parking.
What factors are influencing the timing of the proposed amendment? Why?
As noted above, state law requires the City to resolve overt conflicts between its comprehensive plan policies and
its zoning regulations. Minneapolis 2040 explicitly states that the City will eliminate off-street parking minimums
throughout the City. In addition, the Transportation Action Plan was adopted more recently, providing further
guidance that helps to inform this amendment. Finally, this amendment is expected to make it more feasible to
achieve the development outcomes envisioned in Minneapolis 2040, which will advance goals related to
eliminating disparities, increasing housing affordability, creating complete neighborhoods, and preserving the
city’s history.
How does the amendment compare to practices in other cities?
Though a relatively small number of peer cities have completely eliminated minimum off-street parking
requirements, this step is increasingly recognized as a best practice. Professional and advocacy organizations have
increasingly called for communities to make this important regulatory change. Off-street parking minimums have
been eliminated in cities such as Buffalo, Hartford, San Francisco, and Edmonton. Other communities are taking
steps to reduce or eliminate parking requirements in specific districts or along specific corridors. Excessive offstreet parking requirements and oversupply of parking are now widely recognized as impediments to sound urban
and environmental policy. Additionally, communities such as San Francisco and Portland have adopted similar
frameworks that allow for developments to comply with travel demand management best practices. Electrical
vehicle charging infrastructure requirements are quite common in a wide variety of municipalities, with cities like
Atlanta, Boston, and San Francisco having varied approaches to requiring EV charging stations and infrastructure.
Local examples in St. Louis Park and Bloomington were instructive in understanding how our market might react
to such a regulation.
How will this amendment implement the comprehensive plan?
The parking, loading, and mobility regulations proposed in this amendment focus on achieving city mode split
goals and goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but also directly address the Minneapolis 2040 goals of…
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Climate change resilience and Clean environment through reduction on the reliance of automobiles, and
supporting the growth of electric vehicle infrastructure.

•

Affordable and accessible housing and Complete neighborhoods by improving the financial feasibility of
development at varying scales in locations throughout Minneapolis.
High-quality physical environment through design standards that support a variety of transportation
modes.
More residents and jobs by regulating the efficient use of land.
Eliminate disparities by ensuring access to a variety of transportation options, technologies, and
destinations through new development.

•
•
•

The proposed regulations help to achieve these ends by creating consistency between the Minneapolis zoning
ordinance and the comprehensive plan. Specific selected policies from Minneapolis 2040 and the Transportation
Action Plan that are supported through proposals in the parking, loading, and mobility regulations are outlined
below.
•

•

•
•
•

Minneapolis 2040 Policy 6 – Pedestrian-Oriented Building and Site Design: Regulate land uses, building
design, and site design of new development consistent with a transportation system that prioritizes
walking first, followed by bicycling and transit use, and lastly motor vehicle use.
o Action step l. – Eliminate the requirement for off-street parking minimums throughout the city,
acknowledging that demand for parking will still result in new supply being built, and re-evaluate
established parking maximums to better align with City goals.
o Action step m. – Discourage access to and egress from parking ramps off major corridors, instead
encouraging access at mid-block locations and at right angles to minimize disruptions to
pedestrian flow at the street level.
o Action step p. – Discourage the establishment of and minimize the size of surface parking lots.
Mitigate the negative effects of parking lots through screening, landscaping, minimizing curb cuts,
sufficient number of down-cast, glare-free light fixture, and other measures.
o Action step x. – Discourage multiple curb cuts within a development for automobile passenger
drop off and pick-up or any other use.
Minneapolis 2040 Policy 16 – Environmental Impacts of Transportation: Reduce the energy, carbon, and
health impacts of transportation through reduced single-occupancy vehicle trips and phasing out of fossil
fuel vehicles.
o Action step a. – Require creation and implementation of travel demand management strategies
in new development such as facilities for bicycle commuters, transit passes, and market-priced
parking.
Minneapolis 2040 Action step 22.b. – Manage the supply and design of parking downtown in a manner
consistent with objectives for climate protection, pedestrian activity, bicycling, and transit users.
Transportation Action Plan: Walking, Strategy 7 – Partner with developers, utilities and property owners
to provide high-quality pedestrian and public realm improvements.
Transportation Action Plan: Street Operations, Strategy 4 – Leverage City resources and partnerships to
promote, educate and encourage walking, biking and transit as alternatives to driving.
o Transportation Action Plan – Street Operations Action 4.2. Update Travel Demand Management
Plan requirements in the Zoning Code to apply to more development projects than they do
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currently, to address mode split goals and traffic growth rates, Metropass participation and
mandatory self-reporting audits that occur every two years as well as any additional monitoring
needed to improve safety.
Transportation Action Plan: Street Operations, Strategy 5 – Price and manage use of the curb to encourage
walking, biking and using transit, and to discourage driving alone.
o Transportation Action Plan – Street Operations Action 5.5. Employ on-street and off-street
parking strategies to support transit corridors (parking maximums for new developments,
facilitated shared parking incentives, dynamic pricing, expanded metered parking).
Transportation Action Plan: Freight, Strategy 1 – Utilize land use tools to improve the efficiency of
deliveries.
o Transportation Action Plan – Freight Action 1.1. Work with the Minneapolis Community Planning
and Economic Development Department to revise the Zoning Code to improve the efficiencies of
onsite deliveries by updating onsite loading requirements for new developments.
Transportation Action Plan: Freight, Strategy 5 – Implement dynamic freight loading zones into citywide
curbside management efforts.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the City Planning
Commission and City Council adopt staff findings to amend Title 20 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, as
follows, and further recommends that Chapters 520, 521, and 530 be returned to the author:
A. Text amendment to amend regulations related to off-street parking and loading as well as travel
demand management.
Recommended motion: Approve the text amendment to amend regulations related to off-street parking
and loading as well as travel demand management.
Chapter 525 related to the Zoning Code: Administration and Enforcement
Chapter 527 related to the Zoning Code: Planned Unit Development
Chapter 531 related to the Zoning Code: Nonconforming Uses and Structures
Chapter 535 related to the Zoning Code: Regulations of General Applicability
Chapter 536 related to the Zoning Code: Specific Development Standards
Chapter 537 related to the Zoning Code: Accessory Uses and Structures
Chapter 541 related to the Zoning Code: Off-Street Parking and Loading
Chapter 546 related to the Zoning Code: Residence Districts
Chapter 547 related to the Zoning Code: Office Residence Districts
Chapter 548 related to the Zoning Code: Commercial Districts
Chapter 549 related to the Zoning Code: Downtown Districts
Chapter 550 related to the Zoning Code: Industrial Districts
Chapter 551 related to the Zoning Code: Overlay Districts

ATTACHMENTS
1. Ordinance amending Chapter 525 Administration and Enforcement.
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Ordinance amending Chapter 527 Planned Unit Development.
Ordinance amending Chapter 531 Nonconforming Uses and Structures.
Ordinance amending Chapter 535 related to the Zoning Code: Regulations of General Applicability.
Ordinance amending Chapter 536 related to the Zoning Code: Specific Development Standards.
Ordinance amending Chapter 537 related to the Zoning Code: Accessory Uses and Structures.
Ordinance amending Chapter 546 related to the Zoning Code: Residence Districts.
Ordinance amending Chapter 547 related to the Zoning Code: Office Residence Districts.
Ordinance amending Chapter 548 related to the Zoning Code: Commercial Districts.
Ordinance amending Chapter 549 related to the Zoning Code: Downtown Districts.
Ordinance amending Chapter 550 related to the Zoning Code: Industrial Districts.
Ordinance amending Chapter 551 related to the Zoning Code: Overlay Districts.
Racial Equity Impact Analysis
Public comments
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ORDINANCE
By Gordon and Fletcher
Amending Title 20 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to Zoning Code.
The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows:
Section 1. That Table 525-1 Fees contained in Section 525.160 of Chapter 525, Administration and
Enforcement, be amended to read as follows:
Table 525-1 Fees
Application Type

Fee (dollars)

Administrative reviews of accessory dwelling units

325

Administrative reviews of communication towers,
antennas, and base units

280

Administrative reviews of donation collection bins

115

Administrative reviews to increase height or floor area
of accessory structures

200

Administrative reviews to increase height or floor area
of single and two-family dwellings

170

Administrative reviews to increase height as authorized
by Chapter 552, Built Form Overlay Districts
0—9,999 square feet of lot area
10,000—43,559 square feet of lot area
43,560 square feet of lot area or more

525
780
1,000

Administrative reviews of plazas

450

Administrative reviews of skyways

450

Appeals of the ruling of the board of adjustment or city
planning commission

450

Appeals of the ruling of the zoning administrator,
planning director or other official involved in the

450

administration or the enforcement of this zoning
ordinance
Certificates of nonconforming use

620

Conditional use permits
0—9,999 square feet of lot area
10,000—43,559 square feet of lot area
43,560 square feet of lot area or more

650
875
1,085

Conditional use permits for the following uses
Signs
Planned unit developments
Wind energy conversion systems

670
2,570
670

Environmental reviews

Expansion or change of nonconforming use
Future Land Use Map amendments

615 or the actual costs of environmental
review processes as determined by the
planning director, whichever is greater
720
1,100

Interim uses

780

Shared parking

260

Site plan review
0—9,999 square feet of lot area
10,000—43,559 square feet of lot area
43,560, square feet of lot area or more
Amendment to approved plan filed within two (2) years
of original approval
Site plan review, Administrative
0—9,999 square feet of lot area
10,000—43,559 square feet of lot area
43,560 square feet of lot area or more
Amendment to approved plan filed within two (2) years
of original approval
Site plan review, Administrative, for single-, two-, and
three-family dwellings

950
1,400
1,850
450

675
930
1,150
300

475

Temporary uses

140

Transfer of development rights

450

Travel demand management plans
Major
Minor

620
325

Variances
0—9,999 square feet of lot area
10,000—43,559 square feet of lot area
43,560 square feet of lot area or more

525
780
1,000

Variances involving residential uses on reverse corner
lots or through lots having less than 10,000 square feet
of lot area

220

Waiver of restrictions of interim ordinances

450

Zoning amendments
0—9,999 square feet of lot area
10,000—43,559 square feet of lot area
43,560 square feet of lot area or more

840
1,110
1,400

Section 2. That Section 525.520 contained in Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement, be amended
to read as follows:
525.520. - Authorized variances. Variances from the regulations of this zoning ordinance shall be granted
by the board of adjustment, city planning commission, or city council only in accordance with the
requirements of section 525.500, and may be granted only in the following instances, and in no others:
(1) To vary the yard requirements, including permitting obstructions into required yards not allowed by
the applicable regulations.
(2) To vary the lot area or lot width requirements up to thirty (30) percent, except for the following uses,
where the maximum variance of thirty (30) percent shall not apply.
a. To vary the lot area or lot width requirements up to fifty (50) percent for schools, grades K-12, located
in the OR2, OR3 and commercial districts.
(3) To vary the gross floor area, floor area ratio and seating requirements of a structure or use.
(4) Unless otherwise controlled by conditional use permit or an administrative height increase, to vary the
height requirements for any structure, except signs.

(5) To permit an increase in the maximum height of a fence.
(6) To vary the applicable minimum and maximum number of required off-street parking, stacking or
loading spaces, and bicycle parking requirements.
(7) To increase the percentage of required parking spaces that may be satisfied by providing allowed
compact spaces.
(8) To permit parking or accessory structures that cannot comply with the location requirements for onsite parking, or the minimum distance from a dwelling, as specified in Chapter 537, Accessory Uses and
Structures, and Chapter 541, Off-Street Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading, and
Mobility.
(9) To increase by not more than five hundred (500) feet the maximum distance that required parking
spaces are permitted to be located from the use served, and where off-site parking is prohibited, to allow
off-site parking up to five hundred (500) feet away. To vary the requirements for electrical vehicle charging
infrastructure, as specific in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Mobility.
(10) To vary the location of off-site parking, as specified in Table 541-5 Location of Off-Site Parking,
provided such off-site parking is not located in a residence or office residence district.
(11) To increase the maximum number of vehicles permitted to be parked outdoors.
(12) To vary the minimum width of single-, two-, and three-family dwellings provided the dwelling is
located on a zoning lot existing on the effective date of this ordinance that is forty (40) feet or less in
width.
(13) To increase the maximum allowed length of a recreational vehicle, or to permit the parking of such
vehicle outside the rear forty (40) feet of the lot, as regulated in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and
Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Mobility. In no case shall the variance allow such vehicle to
exceed thirty-five (35) feet in length.
(14) To reduce the minimum required width of parking aisles or to increase the maximum width of
driveways in any zoning district, as regulated in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street
Parking, Loading, and Mobility, or to reduce the minimum required width of driveways in the residence
and OR1 Districts from ten (10) feet to eight (8) feet, provided there is no alley or alternative public access
to the lot.
(15) To vary the maximum lot coverage and impervious surface coverage requirements.
(16) To vary the surfacing requirements of Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking,
Loading, and Mobility. Factors to be considered in varying the surfacing requirements for the industrial
districts shall include but not be limited to the following: The yard and parking uses are in the same area;
use Use of heavy equipment will cause excessive hard surface breakup; parking movements are
infrequent; the area is distant from other nonindustrial zone uses; or water infiltration is ecologically
desirable.

(17) To permit development in the SH Shoreland Overlay District on a steep slope or bluff, or within forty
(40) feet of the top of a steep slope or bluff.
(18) To permit development in the SH Shoreland Overly District within fifty (50) feet of a protected water.
(19) To permit alternative forms of flood protection for uses and structures located in the FP Floodplain
Overlay District, provided no variance shall permit a lower degree of flood protection than the regulatory
flood protection elevation for the particular area or permit standards lower than those required by state
law. In areas designated as AO zones on the flood insurance rate map, a variance may be granted to the
requirement that buildings be elevated to one (1) foot above the elevation of the ground surface prior to
construction next to the proposed walls of the building, provided the application includes a detailed
hydraulic analysis that supports such variance as sound floodplain management and a letter of map
revision from the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
(20) To vary the standards of any overlay district, other than the SH Shoreland Overly District, FP
Floodplain Overlay District, and built form overlay districts. The standards of the SH Shoreland Overly
District, FP Floodplain Overlay District, and any built form overlay district may be varied only as allowed
by another authorized variance in this section of the zoning code.
(21) To vary the number, type, height, area or location of allowed signs on property located in an OR2 or
OR3 District or a commercial, downtown or industrial district, pursuant to Chapter 543, On-Premise Signs.
(22) To vary the development standards of Chapter 536, Specific Development Standards and Chapter
537, Accessory Uses and Structures, except that specific minimum distance and spacing requirements may
be varied only to allow for the relocation of an existing use where the relocation will increase the spacing
between such use and any use from which it is nonconforming as to spacing, or will increase the distance
between such use and any protected boundary or use from which it is nonconforming as to distance.
Further, the owner occupancy requirement for accessory dwelling units and the limit of one (1) accessory
dwelling unit per zoning lot shall not be varied.
(23) To vary the limit of one (1) principal residential structure per zoning lot for structures located in the
R2 District existing on the effective date of this ordinance, provided at least one (1) of the structures shall
have a minimum of six thousand (6,000) square feet of floor area.
(24) To permit development on a zoning lot existing on the effective date of this ordinance that cannot
comply with the requirement of frontage on a public street, where it is determined that there is sufficient
access to the property without such frontage.
(25) To vary the screening and landscaping requirements of this zoning ordinance.
(26) To vary the enclosed building requirements of this zoning ordinance.
(27) To vary the minimum sign spacing standards and nonconforming sign area credits requirements of
Chapter 544, Off-Premise Advertising Signs and Billboards, to allow the relocation of an existing offpremise advertising sign of the same or less square footage, where removal of the sign is necessary to
allow a development that includes not less than thirty (30) housing units that meet the definition of
affordable housing, or to allow a mixed-income development of not less than thirty (30) housing units that

receives city financial assistance, or to allow a capital improvement project of a governmental agency. An
existing off-premise advertising sign shall include but not be limited to a sign existing on June 17, 2002.
(28) To vary the width and location restrictions on attached garages facing the front lot line for residential
uses.
(29) To vary the development standards of Chapter 535, Plazas and Skyways.
(30) To vary the requirement for enclosed storage for new single-, two-, and three-family dwellings.
(31) To permit curb cut access to the street for properties with an alley that serves a single-, two-, or threefamily dwelling.
Section 3. That Section 527.180 contained in Chapter 527, Planned Unit Development, be amended to
read as follows:
527.180. - Off-street parking and loading. (a) In general. The required amount of off-street parking and
loading and bicycle parking for the planned unit development shall be determined by the city planning
commission and shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading OffStreet Parking, Loading, and Mobility, including Article XII, Travel Demand Management, except as
otherwise allowed by this chapter. In determining the minimum and maximum number of off-street
parking and loading spaces and bicycle parking required, the city planning commission shall consider, but
not be limited to, the parking and loading and bicycle parking requirements for the individual uses within
the planned unit development as specified in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street
Parking, Loading, and Mobility, the nature of the uses and population served, documentation supplied by
the applicant regarding the actual parking and loading demand for the proposed use, the potential for
shared parking and loading, and the use of alternative forms of transportation. The city planning
commission may consider this alternative without the addition of amenities beyond those required for a
planned unit development in section 527.120(1).
(b) Other standards. The city planning commission may consider alternatives to the minimum width of
parking aisles and the minimum and maximum width of driveways where it is demonstrated that the
parking area, aisles, and driveways will still allow for reasonable, functional, and safe vehicular access to
and within the site. Where the alternative is to allow an increase in driveway width, the city planning
commission shall also consider, but not be limited to, turning templates or other similar documentation
demonstrating the need for the increase. The city planning commission may consider this alternative
without the addition of amenities beyond those required for a planned unit development in section
527.120(1).
Table 527-3 Authorized Alternatives
Zoning Code Standard

Authorized Alternative

Amenity
Required

Section 527.130. Number of
principal structures in a
planned unit development
that includes residential
uses.

To allow residential uses in a planned unit development that
includes multiple principal structures on one (1) platted or
recorded lot.

No

Section 527.140. Maximum
floor area of individual
buildings.

To increase the maximum gross floor area of individual
buildings within a planned unit development.

Yes

Section 527.150. Lot area
requirements.

To allow reductions in the area of individual lots within the
planned unit development from the required lot area of the
zoning district.

Yes

1) To allow a reduction or elimination of required yards
within the planned unit development.

Yes

2) To allow a reduction or elimination of required yards
along the periphery of the planned unit development,
except along property lines abutting a side or rear lot line of
a residential district or property lines abutting a side or rear
lot line of a structure used for permitted or conditional
residential purposes.

Yes

Section 527.165. Building
placement.

To allow alternatives to the building placement
requirements in the PO Pedestrian Oriented Overlay
District, except where to allow parking between the
principal structure and the front or corner side lot line.

Yes

Section 527.170. Onpremises signs.

To allow alternatives to the sign standards.

Yes

Section 527.160. Yards.

To allow alternatives to the following:

Section 527.180. Off-street
parking and loading.

1) Minimum and maximum Maximum amount of required
off-street parking and minimum amount of required
loading.

No Yes

2) Minimum amount of required bicycle parking.

No Yes

3) Minimum width of parking aisles.

No Yes

4) Minimum and maximum width of driveways.

No Yes

Section 4. That Section 531.60 contained in Chapter 531, Nonconforming Uses and Structures, be
amended to read as follows:
531.60. - Exceptions to enlargement limitations. (a) In general. The addition, alteration or enlargement
of a deck, open balcony, open porch, handicap accessible ramp or entrance vestibule to any
nonconforming residential use or structure with four (4) or fewer dwelling units shall be allowed and
exempted from the provisions of section 531.50, provided the following conditions are met:
(1) The addition, alteration or enlargement of a deck, open balcony, open porch, handicap accessible
ramp, or entrance vestibule shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet for any one (1) or a
combination of two (2) or more of said exempted structures.
(2) The addition, alteration or enlargement shall comply with the yard, height and all other applicable
requirements of the district in which the property is located, unless a variance is granted.
(3) No required off-street parking space(s) shall be lost as a result of the addition, enlargement or
alteration.
(b) Detached accessory structures. Detached structures accessory to any nonconforming residential use
or structure with four (4) or fewer dwelling units shall be allowed and exempted from the provisions of
section 531.50 provided all other applicable regulations are met.
Section 5. That Section 531.80 contained in Chapter 531, Nonconforming Uses and Structures, be
amended to read as follows:
531.80. - Change of use. (a) Standards. A nonconforming use may not be changed to any use other than
a use permitted in the district in which the use is located, unless approved by the city planning commission
in accordance with this section. The city planning commission may approve a proposed change in use if it
finds that the proposed use is compatible with adjacent property and the neighborhood and is less intense
than the existing nonconforming use. In determining whether a use is compatible and less intense, the
city planning commission shall consider but not be limited to the following factors:
(1) Hours of operation.
(2) Signage.
(3) Traffic generation.
(4) Off-street parking and loading.
(4) (5) Nature of business operations.
(5) (6) Number of employees.
(6) (7) Building bulk.
(7) (8) Aesthetic impacts on surrounding property.

(8) (9) Lighting, noise, odor, heat, glare and vibration.
(b) Process. Any person having a legal or equitable interest in land may file an application for a change of
nonconforming use on a form approved by the zoning administrator. Application procedures for a change
of nonconforming use shall be as specified in Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement. The city
planning commission shall hold a public hearing on each complete application for a change of
nonconforming use as specified in Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement.
(c) Conditions. The city planning commission may impose such conditions on any proposed change of
nonconforming use and require such guarantees as it deems reasonable and necessary to protect the
public interest and to ensure compliance with the standards and purposes of this zoning ordinance and
policies of the comprehensive plan.
(d) Appeal. All findings and decisions of the city planning commission under this section shall be final
subject to appeal to the city council as specified in Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement.
Section 6. That Section 535.140 contained in Chapter 535, Regulations of General Applicability, be and is
hereby repealed.
535.140. - Travel demand management plan. (a) In general. All non-residential development containing
one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet or more of new or additional gross floor area shall include a
travel demand management plan (TDM) that addresses the transportation impacts of the development
on air quality, parking and roadway infrastructure.
(b) Application for plan approval. Any person having a legal or equitable interest in land which requires
submission of a TDM may file an application for approval of such plan on a form approved by the zoning
administrator.
(c) Administrative review. The planning director, in consultation with the city engineer, shall conduct the
administrative review of the TDM. The planning director shall recommend to the zoning administrator any
mitigating measures deemed reasonably necessary, who shall include such recommendation as a
condition of the issuance of any building permit, zoning certificate or other approval required by this
zoning ordinance or other applicable law. All findings and decisions of the planning director shall be final,
subject to appeal to the city planning commission, as specified in Chapter 525, Administration and
Enforcement.
(d) Content of plans. Any TDM shall contain at least the following:
(1) A description of the goals of the TDM and its relationship to applicable city transportation policies and
programs.
(2) A description of the transportation impacts of the development, including but not limited to forecasts
of overall and peak period employment, forecasts of trips generated and mode splits, parking demand
and parking supply available, and transit demand and transit supply available.
(3) A description of mitigating measures designed to minimize the transportation impacts of the
development, including but not limited to on-site transit facilities, transit use incentives, preferential

location of car pool and van pool parking, on-site bicycle facilities including secure storage areas and
amenities, staggered starting times and telecommuting opportunities.
Section 7. That Table 535-1 Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards contained in Section 535.280 of
Chapter 535, Regulations of General Applicability, be amended to read as follows:
Table 535-1 Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards
Type of Obstruction

Front or
Corner
Side Yard

Accessory buildings, subject to the provisions of Chapter 537 and
section 535.280(d), (e) and (f)
Air conditioning window units projecting not more than eighteen (18)
inches into the required yard

P

Air conditioning systems, heating, ventilating, and filtering equipment,
not to exceed five (5) feet in height. Such equipment shall not be
located closer than two (2) feet from an interior side property line.
Such equipment may project into a corner side yard, provided such
equipment is located no closer than three (3) feet from the corner side
lot line
Arbors, or other growing support structures that are not a fence, trellis
or pergola, not exceeding twenty (20) square feet in area, including
eaves, and not more than eight (8) feet in height. Both the sides and
the roof must be at least fifty (50) percent open, or, if latticework is
used, shall be less than sixty (60) percent opaque. Such structures shall
not be constructed of electrically charged wire, razor wire, chain link,
chicken wire, railroad ties, utility poles, plywood or any other similar
materials.

P

Awnings and canopies, projecting not more than two and one-half (2½)
feet into front or side yards

P

Balconies, decks and ground level patios not exceeding fifty (50) square
feet in area and projecting not more than five (5) feet into the required
yard of a single-, two-, or three-family dwelling. Ground-level patios up
to one hundred (100) square feet, constructed of decorative concrete,
pavers or stone, may extend more than four (4) feet into the required
front yard of a single-, two-, or three-family dwellings provided the
patio is located not less than ten (10) feet from a public sidewalk and
shall be designed in a manner that would prevent the patio from being
used for off-street parking.

P

Interior
Side
Yard

Rear
Yard

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Balconies, decks and ground level patios not exceeding fifty (50) square
feet in area and projecting not more than five (5) feet into the required
yard of a multiple-family dwelling with four (4) or more units. Such
balcony, deck, or ground level patio may project into a required
interior side yard of a multiple-family dwelling of six (6) or more stories,
provided such balcony, deck, or ground level patio shall be located no
closer than ten (10) feet from the interior side lot line.

P

Bay windows not exceeding fifty (50) square feet in area and projecting
not more than five (5) feet into the required yard

P

Bicycle racks installed to the manufacturer's specifications, including
the minimum recommended distance from other structures and shall
permit the locking of the bicycle frame and one (1) wheel to the rack
and support a bicycle in a stable position without damage to the
wheels, frame or components. Except for Institutional and Public Uses,
no more than eight (8) bicycle parking spaces may be located in each
required yard.

P

Chimneys projecting not more than two (2) feet into the required yard

P

P

P

P

P

Compost containers, subject to the provisions of Chapter 244, Housing
Maintenance Code, and not closer than twenty (20) feet from any
adjacent dwelling

P
P

Containers for the removal of household refuse, subject to the
provisions of Chapter 244, Housing Maintenance Code. In a required
interior side yard, such containers shall be located in the rear forty (40)
feet or rear twenty (20) percent of the lot, whichever is greater, and
shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the habitable portion
of any dwelling on the adjoining lot.

P

P

Driveways, subject to the provisions of Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking
and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Mobility, Chapter 537,
Accessory Uses and Structures, and section 535.280(g)

P

P

P

Eaves, including gutters, projecting not more than three (3) feet from
the building in the required front, rear or corner side yard and not
more than two (2) feet from the building in the required interior side
yard

P

P

P

Egress window wells not exceeding sixteen (16) square feet in area.
Such window wells shall be located at least three (3) feet apart and
shall not be located closer than two (2) feet from an interior side
property line. Not more than three (3) window wells shall be allowed
to project closer than five (5) feet to each interior side lot line.

P

P

P

Fences including trellises, subject to Article VI of this chapter

P

P

P

Flagpoles, subject to section 535.110

P

P

P

Handicap entrance landing not exceeding thirty-six (36) square feet in
area and not more than the height of the level of the first floor or four
(4) feet above the average level of the adjoining natural grade
whichever is less, and handrails not more than three (3) feet in height
and not more than fifty (50) percent opaque, not including
permanently roofed porches

P

P

P

Handicap ramp not exceeding four (4) feet in width leading to an
entrance landing and handrails not more than three (3) feet in height
and not more than fifty (50) percent opaque.

P

P

P

Lighting fixtures and lampposts, subject to section 535.110

P

Lockers for package deliveries shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square
feet and five (5) feet in height. Where lockers occupy more than twelve
(12) square feet, the lockers shall be screened from adjacent streets
and properties with screening that is at least sixty (60) percent opaque
and shall be at least as tall as the locker it is intended to screen.

P

Open porches, projecting not more than eight (8) feet from the
building. The porch shall be covered and may extend the width of the
dwelling, provided it shall be no closer than three (3) feet from an
interior side lot line and no closer than six (6) feet from a dwelling on
an adjacent property. Such porch shall be no closer than ten (10) feet
from the front lot line and no closer than five (5) feet from the corner
side lot line. The porch shall not be enclosed with windows, screens or
walls, but may include handrails not more than three (3) feet in height
and not more than fifty (50) percent opaque. The finish of the porch
shall match the finish of the dwelling or the trim on the dwelling. For
the purpose of this section, raw or unfinished lumber shall not be
permitted on an open porch.

P

Parking areas, subject to the provisions of Chapter 541, Off-Street
Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Mobility, Chapter
537 Accessory Uses and Structures, and section 535.280 (d), (e) and (f)
Pergolas, subject to the provisions of Chapter 537, Accessory Uses and
Structures, and section 535.280 (d), (e) and (f). In a front or corner side
yard pergolas shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet in area,
including eaves, and not more than eight (8) feet in height.

P

Public park accessory functions, including but not limited to athletic
fields and courts, backstops, playgrounds, pool facilities, benches,
bleachers, and skateboard parks. Buildings shall not be allowed as a
permitted obstruction.

P

Rain barrels and cisterns accessory to single-, two-, or three-family
dwellings shall be limited to a maximum height of four (4) feet and a
maximum width of two and one-half (2.5) feet. Rain barrels and
cisterns accessory to multiple-family dwellings of five (5) units or more
and non-residential uses shall be limited to a maximum height of six (6)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

feet and a maximum width of three (3) feet. No more than two (2) rain
barrels or cisterns may be located in each required yard.
Raised planting beds, not exceeding three (3) feet in height. In a front
or corner side yard raised planting beds shall not be closer than five (5)
feet to a front or corner side property line. Raised planting beds shall
be constructed of wood, brick, masonry, landscape timbers, metal,
ceramic, or synthetic lumber and shall be compatible with the principal
structure and adjacent residential properties. Raised planting beds
constructed of wood shall be structurally sound and free of rot. In
addition, prefabricated raised planting beds shall be permitted. Raised
planting beds shall not be constructed of wire, chicken wire, rope,
cable, railroad ties, utility poles, tires, plumbing fixtures or any other
similar materials.

P

P

Recreational playground equipment

P

Retaining walls, where natural grade is retained

P

Signs, subject to the provisions of Chapter 543, On Premises Signs

P

Stairs not exceeding four (4) feet in width, and entrance landings not
exceeding sixteen (16) square feet in area and not more than the
height of the level of the first floor or four (4) feet above the average
level of the adjoining natural grade whichever is less, and handrails for
such stairs not more than three (3) feet in height and not more than
fifty (50) percent opaque, not including permanently roofed porches.
In a front or corner side yard stairs shall not exceed eight (8) feet in
width and entrance landings shall not exceed thirty-six (36) square feet
in area. Stairs for Institutional and Public Uses shall not exceed twelve
(12) feet in width and entrance landings shall not exceed ninety-six (96)
square feet.

P

Storage of firewood, subject to the provisions of Chapter 244,
Maintenance Code
Utility meters projecting not more than two (2) feet into the required
yard

P

Vestibules not exceeding seventy-five (75) square feet in area and
projecting not more than seven (7) feet into the required yard.

P

Walkways, not exceeding four (4) feet in interior side and rear yards.
Walkways, not exceeding six (6) feet in width in front and corner side
yards. Walkways for institutional and public uses shall not exceed
twelve (12) feet in width in front and corner side yards. Except for
public recreational walkways and bicycle trails, walkways in required
yards shall not be constructed of asphalt.

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Section 8. That Section 535.340 contained in Chapter 535, Regulations of General Applicability, be
amended to read as follows:

535.340. - Required findings for temporary uses. The zoning administrator shall make each of the
following findings before issuing a zoning certificate for a temporary use:
(1) The temporary use shall not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, and is compatible
with the purpose and intent of this zoning ordinance and the specific zoning district in which it is located.
(2) The temporary use shall be compatible in intensity, characteristics and appearance with surrounding
land uses. Factors such as location, access, traffic generation, noise, light, dust control and hours of
operation shall be considered.
(3) The temporary use shall comply with the general standards for the zoning district in which it is located,
including but not limited to hours of operation, yard requirements, commercial vehicle parking and signs.
The temporary use shall also comply with Chapter 536, Specific Development Standards.
(4) Adequate off-street parking shall be provided to serve the temporary use.
Section 9. That Section 535.450 contained in Chapter 535, Regulations of General Applicability, be
amended to read as follows:
535.450. - Home occupation standards. Home occupations shall be subject to the following standards,
except that licensed family day care and licensed group family day care shall be exempt from the
provisions of sections (2), (6), (11), (12), (13) and (15):
(1) The home occupation shall be an activity which is customarily associated with the use of a dwelling.
(2) Only the residents of the dwelling unit, and not more than one (1) nonresident employee, shall be
employed by or engaged in the conduct of the home occupation on the premises. For the purpose of this
section, "nonresident employee" shall include an employee, business partner, independent contractor or
other person affiliated with the home occupation who is not a resident of the dwelling unit, but who visits
the site as part of the home occupation. Not more than one (1) nonresident employee shall be permitted
per dwelling unit or two-family dwelling, regardless of the number of home occupations.
(3) Exterior alterations or modifications that change the residential character or appearance of the
dwelling, any accessory buildings or the zoning lot shall be prohibited.
(4) Interior alterations or modifications that eliminate the kitchen, living room, all of the bathrooms, or all
of the bedrooms of the dwelling shall be prohibited.
(5) The home occupation shall be conducted only within an enclosed area of the dwelling, except that the
growing of food or ornamental crops, to be sold or donated off-site, shall be exempt from this provision.
However, beginning in the R4 zoning district, in multiple-family dwellings of five (5) or more units the
home occupation may be allowed within a specific area of the principal building designated for such home
occupation by conditional use permit, as provided in Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement. In
addition to the conditional use standards, the planning commission shall consider, but not be limited to,
the following factors:
a. Nature of the home occupation and its impacts of noise, light, odor, vibration and traffic.

b. Conformance with applicable zoning requirements, including but not limited to, yards, gross floor area,
and specific development standards.
c. History of complaints related to the property.
(6) Outdoor storage or display of materials, goods, supplies, or equipment related to the conduct of a
home occupation shall be prohibited, unless associated with the growing of food or ornamental crops to
be sold or donated off-site. Any materials associated with the growing of food or ornamental crops shall
be located entirely to the rear of the principal structure and shall not be located in a required yard unless
stored within a permitted accessory structure.
(7) The required off-street parking area provided for the principal use shall not be reduced or made
unusable by the home occupation.
(8) (7) Signage shall be restricted to one (1) non-illuminated, flat wall, identification sign not to exceed
one (1) square foot in area. On a corner zoning lot, two (2) such signs, one (1) facing each street, shall be
allowed.
(9) (8) No equipment, machinery or materials other than of a type normally found in or compatible with
a dwelling shall be allowed.
(10) (9) No retail sale and delivery of products or merchandise to the customer or client shall occur on the
premises except where accessory to any services provided (such as hair care products sold accessory to
hair cutting or computer disks accessory to accounting services).
(11) (10) No home occupation shall be visible from any public right-of-way, except for allowed signage,
unless associated with the growing of food or ornamental crops to be sold or donated off-site. Plantings
visible from any public right-of-way that do not change the residential character or appearance of the
dwelling, any accessory buildings or the zoning lot shall be permitted.
(12) (11) The hours open to the public shall be limited to between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.
(13) (12) The home occupation shall not generate excessive customer or client traffic that is detrimental
to the residential character of surrounding properties or the neighborhood. For purposes of this provision,
more than five (5) customers or clients per day may be determined to be an excessive and detrimental
level of traffic. This number shall apply per dwelling unit, regardless of the number of home occupations,
except that in the case of two (2) family dwellings, the number shall apply to the two (2) family dwelling.
The factors to be used for such a determination shall include but not be limited to:
a. The characteristics of the neighborhood, including land uses, lot sizes and lot widths.
b. Street type, width and traffic volumes.
c. The availability and location of off-street parking and the extent to which the home occupation
contributes to on-street parking congestion.

(14) (13) Shipment and delivery of products, merchandise or supplies shall be limited to between 9:00
a.m. and 6:00 p.m. and shall regularly occur only in single rear axle straight trucks or smaller vehicles
normally used to serve residential neighborhoods.
(15) (14) No sound or noise created by the operation of the home occupation shall be audible beyond the
boundaries of the zoning lot.
(16) (15) Hazardous materials in excess of consumer commodities which are packaged for consumption
by individuals for personal care or household use shall be prohibited.
Section 10. That the development standard for “Automobile repair, major,” “Automobile repair, minor,”
“Child care center,” “Early childhood learning center,” “Preschool,” and “Theater, indoor” contained in
Section 536.20 of Chapter 536, Specific Development Standards, be amended to read as follows:
536.20. - Specific development standards. The uses listed below are subject to the following specific
development standards, in addition to all other applicable regulations:
Automobile repair, major.
(1) All vehicles waiting for repair or pick-up shall be stored on the site within an enclosed building or in
parking spaces in compliance with Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking,
Loading, and Mobility.
(2) Except in the I3 District, all repairs shall be performed within a completely enclosed building.
(3) All vehicles parked or stored on-site shall display a current license plate with a current license tab.
Outside storage of automotive parts or storage of junk vehicles shall be prohibited.
(4) The sale of vehicles shall be prohibited.
(5) The use shall employ best management practices regarding the venting of odors, gas and fumes. Such
vents shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet above grade and shall be directed away from residential
uses. All storage tanks shall be equipped with vaportight fittings to preclude the escape of gas vapors from
the fill pipes.
(6) The premises, all adjacent streets, sidewalks and alleys, and all sidewalks and alleys within one hundred
(100) feet shall be inspected regularly for purposes of removing any litter found thereon.
(7) In the I1, Light Industrial District, the use shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from a
residence or office residence district.
(8) Unattended, automated dispensing of gasoline or other engine fuel shall be prohibited.
Automobile repair, minor.
(1) All vehicles waiting for repair or pick-up shall be stored on the site in an enclosed building or in parking
spaces in compliance with Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading, and
Mobility.

(2) Except in the I3 District, all repairs shall be performed within a completely enclosed building.
(3) All vehicles parked or stored on-site shall display a current license plate with a current license tab.
Outdoor storage of automotive parts or storage of junk vehicles is prohibited.
(4) The sale of vehicles shall be prohibited.
(5) In the C1, C2 and C3S Districts, all service vehicles associated with the establishment shall be parked
or stored in an enclosed structure after business hours.
(6) The use shall employ best management practices regarding the venting of odors, gas and fumes. Such
vents shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet above grade and shall be directed away from residential
uses. All storage tanks shall be equipped with vaportight fittings to preclude the escape of gas vapors from
the fill pipes.
(7) The premises, all adjacent streets, sidewalks and alleys, and all sidewalks and alleys within one hundred
(100) feet shall be inspected regularly for purposes of removing any litter found thereon.
(8) Unattended, automated dispensing of gasoline or other engine fuel shall be prohibited.
Child care center.
(1) In the residence and OR1 Districts, the use shall be located in a nonresidential structure existing on the
effective date of this ordinance, or nursing home.
(2) The use shall provide a designated area for the short-term parking of vehicles engaged in loading and
unloading children, as specified in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking,
Loading, and Mobility. The designated area shall be located as close as practical to the principal entrance
of the building and shall be connected to the building by a sidewalk.
(3) Play equipment shall not be located in required front, side or rear yards and shall be effectively
screened from any adjacent residential use located in a residence or office residence district or from a
ground floor permitted or conditional residential use, as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan Review.
(4) To the extent practical, all new construction or additions to existing buildings shall be compatible with
the scale and character of the surroundings, and exterior building materials shall be harmonious with
other buildings in the neighborhood.
(5) An appropriate transition area between the use and adjacent property shall be provided by
landscaping, screening and other site improvements consistent with the character of the neighborhood.
Early childhood learning center.
(1) A designated area for the short-term parking of vehicles engaged in loading and unloading children
shall be provided, as specified in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading,
and Mobility. The designated area shall be located as close as practical to the principal entrance of the
building and shall be connected to the building by a sidewalk.

(2) Play equipment shall not be located in required front, side or rear yards and shall be effectively
screened, as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan Review.
(3) To the extent practical, all new construction or additions to existing buildings shall be compatible with
the scale and character of the surroundings, and exterior building materials shall be harmonious with
other buildings in the neighborhood.
(4) An appropriate transition area between the use and adjacent property shall be provided by
landscaping, screening and other site improvements consistent with the character of the neighborhood.
Preschool.
(1) In the residence and OR1 Districts, the use shall be located in a nonresidential structure existing on the
effective date of this ordinance.
(2) A designated area for the short-term parking of vehicles engaged in loading and unloading children
shall be provided, as specified in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading,
and Mobility. The designated area shall be located as close as practical to the principal entrance of the
building and shall be connected to the building by a sidewalk.
(3) Play equipment shall not be located in required front, side or rear yards and shall be effectively
screened from any adjacent residential use located in a residence or office residence district or from a
ground floor permitted or conditional residential use, as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan Review.
(4) To the extent practical, all new construction or additions to existing buildings shall be compatible with
the scale and character of the surroundings, and exterior building materials shall be harmonious with
other buildings in the neighborhood.
(5) An appropriate transition area between the use and adjacent property shall be provided by
landscaping, screening and other site improvements consistent with the character of the neighborhood.
Theater, indoor. A theater which is nonconforming as to off-street parking shall not be altered by
partitioning or dividing such theater into two (2) or more separate seating areas unless sufficient off-street
parking spaces are provided as required by conditional use permit, notwithstanding nonconforming
parking rights. In addition to the conditional use standards, the city planning commission shall consider,
but not be limited to the following factors in determining the number of off-street parking spaces
required:
(1) Documentation supplied by the applicant regarding the actual parking demand for the proposed use.
(2) The impact of the proposed use on the parking and roadway facilities in the surrounding area.
(3) Whether the theater is located near a parking area that is available to the customers, occupants,
employees and guests of the proposed use.
(4) The availability of alternative forms of transportation.

Section 11. That Section 537.20 contained in Chapter 537, Accessory Uses and Structures, be amended to
read as follows:
537.20. - Accessory uses and structures in general. Accessory uses and structures shall comply with the
following standards and all other applicable regulations of this zoning ordinance:
(1) The accessory use or structure shall be incidental to and customarily associated with the principal use
or structure served.
(2) The accessory use or structure shall be subordinate in area, extent and purpose to the principal use or
structure served.
(3) The accessory use or structure shall contribute to the comfort, convenience or necessity of the
occupants of the principal use or structure served.
(4) The accessory use or structure shall be located on the same zoning lot as the principal use or structure
served, except for accessory off-street parking and loading facilities, subject to the provisions of Chapter
541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Mobility, and the applicable
requirements of the district in which such facility is located.
(5) The accessory use or structure shall not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of surrounding
properties.
Section 12. That the development standard for “Parking and loading facility, off-street” contained in
Section 537.110 contained in Chapter 537, Accessory Uses and Structures, be amended to read as follows:
537.110. - Allowed accessory uses and structures. The following accessory uses and structures shall be
allowed, subject to the following development standards:
Parking and loading facility, off-street. Off-street parking and loading facilities, including garages, carports
and parking spaces, shall be allowed as an accessory use, subject to the provisions of Chapter 541, OffStreet Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Mobility and all other applicable regulations.
In addition, freestanding accessory parking and loading facilities shall be subject to the provisions of
Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement, governing conditional use permits.
Section 13. That Chapter 541, Sections 541.10 through 541.610, of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances
be and hereby is repealed in whole and replaced with a new Chapter 541, Sections 541.10 through
541.1250, to read as follows:
CHAPTER 541. - OFF-STREET PARKING, LOADING, AND MOBILITY
ARTICLE I. - GENERAL PROVISIONS
541.10. - Purpose. Parking, loading, and mobility regulations are established to advance the land use and
transportation policies of the city, to enhance the compatibility between parking and loading areas and
their surroundings, and to regulate the location of off-street parking and loading spaces and the driveways
and aisles that provide access and maneuvering space. The regulations do not mandate a minimum

number of automobile parking spaces and recognize that excessive off-street parking for automobiles
conflicts with the city's policies related to transportation, land use, urban design, and sustainability.
541.20. - Scope of regulations. The parking and loading provisions set forth in this chapter shall apply to
all land uses, except as otherwise provided in this zoning ordinance.
541.30. - Use of parking and loading facilities. Parking shall be solely for the parking of passenger
automobiles for customers, occupants, employees and guests, and for the parking of vehicles necessary
for the operation of the use, subject to district regulations governing the parking of commercial vehicles.
Fees may be charged for the use of parking, however such accessory parking shall not be leased, subleased
or rented to anyone who is not a customer, occupant, employee or guest, nor shall the parking and loading
facilities in any other way be made unavailable for the use served, except as otherwise provided in this
zoning ordinance. This section shall not be construed to prevent the sharing of accessory parking between
multiple properties, subject to compliance with Article VI, Parking Location Requirements.
541.40. - Intensification of use. When the intensity of any use is increased through the addition of
dwelling units, gross floor area, capacity or other unit of measurement used for determining loading
requirements, loading facilities and bicycle parking shall be provided for such intensification as specified
in Table 541-8, Specific Off-Street Loading Requirements, and Table 541-2, Bicycle Parking Requirements,
as determined by the zoning administrator.
541.50. - Change of use. Whenever the use of a structure is changed to a new use or divided into two (2)
or more uses, loading facilities and bicycle parking shall be provided as required for each use. However, if
said structure was erected prior to the effective date of this ordinance, loading facilities and bicycle
parking shall be provided in the amount by which the requirements for the new use, or the sum of the
requirements for the new uses, exceed those for the former use, as specified in Table 541-8, Specific OffStreet Loading Requirements and Table 541-2 Bicycle Parking Requirements, as determined by the zoning
administrator.
541.60. - Inoperable vehicles. The parking and storage of inoperable vehicles shall be located within an
enclosed garage only. Parking of such inoperable vehicles outdoors shall be prohibited.
541.70. - Repair and service. (a) Repair and service in residence and office residence districts. Minor service
and repair of vehicles in a parking area shall be allowed, provided that the vehicle is registered to a
resident of the site. Service and repair of vehicles not registered to a resident of the site shall be
prohibited, except that emergency service required to start a vehicle shall be permitted.
(b) Repair and service in commercial districts. No motor vehicle repair work or service of any kind shall be
permitted in conjunction with any unenclosed parking or loading area in a commercial zoning district,
except that emergency service required to start a vehicle shall be permitted.
(c) Repair and service in industrial districts. Except in the I3 District, no motor vehicle repair work or service
of any kind shall be permitted in conjunction with any unenclosed parking or loading area in an industrial
zoning district within three hundred (300) feet of any nonindustrial zoning district boundary, except that
emergency service required to start a vehicle shall be permitted.

ARTICLE II. - COMPUTATION OF PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS
541.200. - Multiple uses. Where there are two (2) or more separate principal uses on a site, the maximum
allowed parking, required bicycle parking, and required loading for the site shall be the sum of the
required parking and loading for each use, except as otherwise specified in this chapter. Multiple office
uses within the same building shall be considered a single use for the purpose of determining maximum
allowed parking, required bicycle parking, and required loading, except for office uses that include an
individual principal entrance.
541.210. - Fractional space computations. Where determination of the number of maximum allowed offstreet parking, minimum electric vehicle charging, minimum bicycle parking, or required loading spaces
results in a fractional space, any fraction of one-half (½) or less may be disregarded, while a fraction in
excess of one-half (½) shall be counted as one (1) parking or loading space.
541.220. - Floor area computations. Where parking, loading, and bicycle parking standards are
determined on the basis of gross floor area, gross floor area shall be determined as the sum of the gross
horizontal areas of the several floors of the building, or portion thereof, devoted to such use, including
accessory storage areas located within selling or working space such as counters, racks, or closets, and
any basement floor area devoted to retailing activities, the production or processing of goods, or offices.
Gross floor area for the purpose of measurement for off-street parking and loading spaces shall not
include: dwellings, floor area devoted to off-street parking or loading facilities, including aisles, ramps,
and maneuvering space, or basement floor area other than that devoted to retailing activities, the
production or processing of goods, or offices.
541.230. - Unlisted uses. The zoning administrator shall establish the maximum parking, minimum bicycle
parking, and minimum loading required for any use not listed in this chapter. The zoning administrator
may consider, but shall not be limited to, the following in establishing requirements for an unlisted use:
(1) Documentation regarding the actual parking and loading demand for the proposed use.
(2) Evidence in available planning and technical studies relating to the proposed use.
(3) Examination of the parking and loading requirements for uses most similar to the proposed use.
ARTICLE III. - SPECIFIC OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS
541.300. - Specific off-street parking requirements. (a) In general. The amount of off-street parking for
principal uses shall be regulated by this article, except as otherwise required in this zoning ordinance.
(b) Bicycle parking. Accessory bicycle parking shall be regulated by section 541.310, Bicycle parking
requirements, and section 541.320, Bicycle facility requirements.
(c) Abbreviations. For purposes of Table 541-1, Specific Maximum Off-Street Parking Provisions, Table 5412, Bicycle Parking Requirements, and Table 541-3, Required Bicycle Facilities, "GFA" shall mean gross floor
area, and "sq. ft." shall mean square feet.

541.310. – Vehicle parking requirements. (a) In general. Accessory, off-street parking shall be limited for
principal uses as specified in Table 541-1, Specific Maximum Off-Street Parking Requirements, except as
otherwise specified in this zoning ordinance.
(b) Surface parking maximum. A zoning lot shall not contain more than one hundred (100) vehicle parking
spaces in a surface parking lot.
(c) Tandem spaces. Tandem parking spaces provided for residential uses shall be subject to applicable
maximum parking requirements.
Table 541-1 Specific Maximum Off-Street Parking Requirements
Maximum parking allowed, in general. Uses subject to a maximum parking requirement
may provide parking up to the amount specified below provided that a development with
one (1) or more non-residential uses shall not be restricted to fewer than ten (10) total
accessory parking spaces on a zoning lot.

Use

RESIDENTIAL USES
Single-, two-, or three-family
dwellings
Multiple-family dwelling, four (4)
units or more

Maximum
Parking
Allowed,
Generally

Maximum
Parking
Allowed in
Transit 30 and
Core 50 Built
Form Districts

No maximum except as regulated by Article VIII,
Special Parking Provisions for Specific Zoning Districts
Two (2) spaces
per dwelling unit
or rooming unit

Congregate living
Community residential facility
Board and care home/Nursing
home/Assisted living
Community correctional facility
Dormitory
Emergency shelter
Faculty house
Fraternity or sorority
Hospitality residence
Inebriate housing
Intentional community

Maximum
Parking
Allowed in
Transit 10,
Transit 15, and
Transit 20 Built
Form Districts

One and one half (1.5) spaces per
dwelling unit or rooming unit
1 space per bed
1 space per bed
1 space per bed
1 space per bed
1 space per bed
1 space per bed
1 space per bed
1 space per bed
1 space per bed

Two (2) spaces
per dwelling or
rooming unit

One and one half (1.5) spaces per
dwelling or rooming unit

Overnight shelter
Residential hospice
Single room occupancy housing
Supportive housing
INSTITUTIONAL AND PUBLIC USES
Educational Facilities
College or university

As approved by C.U.P. where the use requires a C.U.P.
otherwise, as determined by the zoning administrator.
1 space per bed
1 space per 2 rooming units
1 space per bed

1 space per 1,000 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per
1 space per 300
1 space per 600
Early childhood learning center
1,000 sq. ft. of
sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per
1 space per 300
1 space per 600
Preschool
1,000 sq. ft. of
sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
School, grades K—12
1 space per 1,000 sq. ft. of GFA
School, vocational or business
1 space per 1,000 sq. ft. of GFA
Social, Cultural, Charitable and Recreational Facilities
As approved by
C.U.P. where the
use requires a
1 space per
C.U.P.
Athletic field, including stadiums
1 space per 600
1,000 sq. ft. of
otherwise, as
and grandstands
sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
determined by
the zoning
administrator.
1 space per
As approved by
1 space per 600
Cemetery
1,000 sq. ft. of
C.U.P.
sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per
1 space per 300
1 space per 600
Club or lodge
1,000 sq. ft. of
sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
GFA

Community center

As determined
by the zoning
administrator
based on the
principal uses in
the community
center

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Community garden

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Community service facility

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Convention center

As determined
by the zoning
administrator

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Developmental achievement
center

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Educational arts center

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Golf course, miniature golf, or
driving range

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Library

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Mission

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Museum

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Park

As determined
by the zoning
administrator

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Theater, indoor, provided live
performances only

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Religious Institutions
Convent, monastery or religious
retreat center
Place of assembly

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per bed
1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

COMMERCIAL USES
Retail Sales and Services
General retail sales and services

1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA

Alternative financial establishment

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA

Animal Boarding

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA

Antiques and collectibles store

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA

Art gallery
Art studio
Bank or financial institution

Bed and breakfast home

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per guest room + 1 space for the primary
dwelling unit

Bookstore, new or used

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA

Building material sales

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA + 1
space per 500
sq. ft. of outdoor
sales, display

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA

Child care center

Consignment clothing store
Contractor's office
Day labor agency
Exterminating shop

Farmer's market

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA +
up to 4 drop off
spaces (either
off-street or onstreet by
permission of
the city
engineer)
1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA + 1
space per 500
sq. ft. of outdoor
sales or display
area

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA

Firearms dealer
Funeral home

Greenhouse, lawn and garden
supply store
Grocery store
Laundry, self-service

Market garden

Office supply sales and service
Pawnshop
Performing, visual or martial arts
school
Pet store
Photocopying
Rental of household goods and
equipment
Secondhand goods store
Shopping center

1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
20 spaces per
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
chapel
1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA + 1
space per 500
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. outdoor
sales or display
area
1 space per 300 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 300
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per
2,500 sq. ft. of
growing or
storage area or
as determined
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
by Chapter 536
Specific
Development
Standards.
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per 300
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per 300
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
GFA

Small engine repair
Tattoo and body piercing parlor
Tobacco shop
Veterinary clinic

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

Video store

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

Offices

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Automobile Services
Automobile convenience facility

1 space per 300 sq. ft. of GFA + 2 spaces per service
bay or 2 spaces per 20 ft. of washing line

Automobile rental

1 space per 300 sq. ft. of GFA + 2 spaces per service
bay or 2 spaces per 20 ft. of washing line

Automobile repair, major

1 space per 300 sq. ft. of GFA + 2 spaces per service
bay or 2 spaces per 20 ft. of washing line

Automobile repair, minor

1 space per 300 sq. ft. of GFA + 2 spaces per service
bay or 2 spaces per 20 ft. of washing line

Automobile sales

1 space per 300 sq. ft. of GFA + 2 spaces per service
bay or 2 spaces per 20 ft. of washing line

Car wash

1 space per 300 sq. ft. of GFA + 2 spaces per service
bay or 2 spaces per 20 ft. of washing line

Food and Beverages
Catering
Coffee shop
Liquor store, off-sale

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 75
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per
200 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
200 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

Nightclub

1 space per 75
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

Restaurant, delicatessen

1 space per 75
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
200 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
300 sq. ft. of
GFA

Restaurant, fast food

1 space per 75
sq. ft. of GFA

Restaurant, sit down

1 space per 75
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per
200 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

Commercial Recreation, Entertainment and Lodging
Hotel
Indoor recreation area
Outdoor recreation area
Radio or television station
Reception or meeting hall
Regional sports stadium or arena
Sports and health facility
Theater, indoor

1 space per guest room + Parking equal to 30% of the
capacity of persons for affiliated uses such as dining or
meeting rooms
1 space per
1 space per 300
1 space per 600
1,000 sq. ft. of
sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per
1 space per 300
1 space per 600
1,000 sq. ft. of
sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per
1 space per 300
1 space per 600
1,000 sq. ft. of
sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per
1 space per 300
1 space per 600
1,000 sq. ft. of
sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per
1 space per 300
1 space per 600
1,000 sq. ft. of
sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
GFA
1 space per 300 sq. ft. of GFA
1 space per
1 space per 300
1 space per 600
1,000 sq. ft. of
sq. ft. of GFA
sq. ft. of GFA
GFA

Medical Facilities
Birth center

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Blood plasma collection facility

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

Clinic, medical or dental

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Hospital

As approved by
C.U.P. based on
a parking study
of the
institution, but
not more than 1
space per 2 beds

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Laboratory, medical or dental

1 space per 300
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 600
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Ambulance service

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Bus garage or maintenance facility

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Horse and carriage
assembly/transfer site

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Intermodal containerized freight
facility

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Limousine service

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Motor freight terminal

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Motor vehicle storage lot

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Transportation
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Package delivery service

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA of
office, sales, or
display area + 1
space per 1,000
sq. ft. of GFA of
warehousing up
to 30,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
2,500 sq. ft. GFA
of warehousing
over 30,000 sq.
ft. or for any
outdoor storage,
sales, or display

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA of
warehousing up
to 30,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
2,500 sq. ft.
GFA of
warehousing
over 30,000 sq.
ft.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA of
warehousing up
to 30,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
5,000 sq. ft.
GFA of
warehousing
over 30,000 sq.
ft.

Railroad switching yards and
freight terminal

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Taxicab service

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA
excluding service
bays + 1 space
per service bays

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Towing service

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA + 1
space per 2,000
sq. ft. of motor
vehicle storage
area

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Truck, trailer, boat, recreational
vehicle or mobile home sales,
service or rental

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA + 1
space per 1,000
sq. ft. of outdoor
sales, display or
storage area

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Waste hauler

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA + 1
space per
service bays

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

INDUSTRIAL USES
General Use Categories

Light industrial

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA up
to 20,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA in excess of
20,000 sq. ft.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Medium industrial

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA up
to 20,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA in excess of
20,000 sq. ft. + 1
space per 2,500
sq. ft. of outdoor
sales, display, or
storage area

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

General industrial

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA up
to 20,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA in excess of
20,000 sq. ft. + 1
space per 2,500
sq. ft. of outdoor
sales, display, or
storage area

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA up
to 4,000 sq. ft. +
1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA
from 4,000 sq.
ft. to 20,000 sq.
ft. + 1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA in excess of
20,000 sq. ft.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Concrete, asphalt and rock
crushing

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Contractor yard

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA of
office, sales, or
display area + 1
space per 2,500
sq. ft. of storage
area

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Dry cleaning establishment

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Film, video and audio production

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA up
to 20,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA in excess of
20,000 sq. ft.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Food and beverage products

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA up
to 20,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA in excess of
20,000 sq. ft.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Limited production and processing

Specific Industrial Uses

Furniture moving and storage

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA of
office, sales, or
display area + 1
space per 1,500
sq. ft. of GFA of
warehousing up
to 30,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
2,500 sq. ft. of
GFA of
warehousing
over 30,000 sq.
ft.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Grain elevator or mill

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Greenhouse, wholesale

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA of
office, sales, or
display area + 1
space per 2,500
sq. ft. of growing
or storage area

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Industrial machinery and
equipment sales, service and
rental

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA + 1
space per 1,000
sq. ft. of outdoor
sales, display, or
storage area

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Laundry, commercial

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA up
to 20,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA in excess of
20,000 sq. ft.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Packaging of finished goods

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA up
to 20,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA in excess of
20,000 sq. ft.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Printing and publishing, including
distribution

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA up
to 20,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA in excess of
20,000 sq. ft.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Recycling facility

As approved by
C.U.P., but not
more than 1
space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA up
to 20,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA in excess of
20,000 sq. ft.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Research, development and
testing laboratory

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

Scrap/salvage yard, metal milling
facility

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

Self-service storage

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA of
office, sales, or
display area + 1
space per 1,500
sq. ft. of GFA of
warehousing up
to 30,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
2,500 sq. ft. of
GFA of
warehousing
over 30,000 sq.
ft.

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA of
warehousing up
to 30,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
2,500 sq. ft. of
GFA of
warehousing
over 30,000 sq.
ft.

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA of
warehousing up
to 30,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
5,000 sq. ft. of
GFA of
warehousing
over 30,000 sq.
ft.

Urban farm

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA of
office, sales, or
display area + 1
space per 2,500
sq. ft. of growing
or storage area

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA of
office, sales, or
display area + 1
space per 1,500
sq. ft. of GFA of
warehousing up
to 30,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
2,500 sq. ft. GFA
of warehousing
over 30,000 sq.
ft. or for any
outdoor storage,
sales, or display

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA of
warehousing up
to 30,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
2,500 sq. ft.
GFA of
warehousing
over 30,000 sq.
ft.

Animal shelter

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Bus turnaround

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Electric or gas substation

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Electricity generation plant,
hydroelectric or non-nuclear

As approved by
C.U.P., but not
more than 1
space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA up
to 20,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA in excess of
20,000 sq. ft.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Fire station

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Garage for public vehicles

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Heating or cooling facility

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Wholesaling, warehousing and
distribution

1 space per
1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA of
warehousing up
to 30,000 sq. ft.
+ 1 space per
5,000 sq. ft.
GFA of
warehousing
over 30,000 sq.
ft.

PUBLIC SERVICES AND UTILITIES
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Mounted patrol stable

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Passenger transit station

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Police station

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA + 1
space per official
police vehicle
based on the
maximum
number of such
vehicles at the
site at one time

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Post office

1 space per 200
sq. ft. + 1 space
per official
postal vehicle
based on the
maximum
number of such
vehicles at the
site at one time

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Pretrial detention facility

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Railroad switching yards and
freight terminal

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Regional financial service center

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

River freight terminal

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Stormwater retention pond

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Street and equipment
maintenance facility

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Telephone exchange

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Vehicle emission testing station

1 space per 200
sq. ft. of GFA
excluding service
bays + 1 space
per service bay

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Waste disposal or transfer facility

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

Water pumping and filtration
facility

As approved by
C.U.P.

1 space per 500
sq. ft. of GFA

1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
1 space per
1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

541.320. - Bicycle parking requirements. (a) In general. Bicycle parking shall be provided for principal uses
as specified in Table 541-3, Bicycle Parking Requirements, except as otherwise specified in this zoning
ordinance. The numbers specified in the "Notes" column shall have the following meanings:
(1) The number one (1) shall mean that not less than fifty (50) percent of the required bicycle parking shall
meet the standards for short-term bicycle parking.
(2) The number two (2) shall mean that not less than fifty (50) percent of the required bicycle parking shall
meet the standards for long-term bicycle parking, and not less than five (5) percent of the required bicycle
parking shall meet the standards for short-term parking.
(3) The number three (3) shall mean that not less than ninety (90) percent of the required bicycle parking
shall meet the standards for long-term bicycle parking.
(b) Bicycle parking standards. Each required bicycle parking space must meet the following standards:
(1) Bicycle parking spaces must be accessible without moving another bicycle and its placement shall not
result in a bicycle obstructing a required walkway.
(2) Bicycle racks shall be installed to the manufacturer's recommended specifications, including the
recommended distance from obstructions. Accommodation of varied bicycle sizes and styles, including
electric bicycles and cargo bicycles, is encouraged through provision of racks installed with greater
clearance from obstructions, walkways, and other bicycle parking spaces.
(3) Bicycle parking spaces shall include a bicycle rack that permits the locking of the bicycle frame and one
(1) wheel to the rack, and that supports the bicycle in a stable position without damage to wheels, frame
or components.
(4) No more than seventy-five (75) percent of required bicycle parking spaces may be provided in wall
mounted racks that require the user to lift a bicycle into place.
(5) Required short-term bicycle parking spaces shall be located in a convenient and visible area within fifty
(50) feet of a principal entrance. With the permission of the city engineer, required bicycle parking may
be located in the public right-of-way. Public bicycle parking spaces may contribute to compliance with
required bicycle parking when located adjacent to the property in question.

(6) Required long-term bicycle parking spaces shall be located in enclosed and secured or supervised areas
providing protection from theft, vandalism and weather and shall be accessible to intended users.
Required long-term bicycle parking for residential uses shall not be located within dwelling units or within
deck or patio areas accessory to dwelling units. Not less than fifty (50) percent of required long-term
spaces shall be accessible without requiring the use of stairs or an elevator. Residential bicycle rooms shall
include access to electricity. With permission of the zoning administrator, long-term bicycle parking
spaces for non-residential uses may be located off-site within three hundred (300) feet of the site.

Use

Table 541-2 Bicycle Parking Requirements
Minimum Bicycle Parking
Notes (see 541.310)
Requirement

Minimum bicycle parking requirement, in general. Non-residential uses having one
thousand (1,000) square feet or less shall be exempt from minimum bicycle parking
requirements. Multiple-tenant or multiple-use buildings may exempt no more than four (4)
uses of one thousand (1,000) square feet or less from the minimum off-street bicycle
parking requirement.
RESIDENTIAL USES
Single-, two-, and threefamily dwellings
Multiple-family dwelling,
four (4) units or more

None
1 space per dwelling unit

N/A
3

1 space per 4 beds provided
Congregate living
the requirement shall not
3
exceed 8 spaces
All Institutional and Public uses having 1,000 sq. ft. or more
INSTITUTIONAL AND PUBLIC
shall provide 3 short-term spaces or the amount listed
USES
below, whichever is greater
Educational Facilities
Colleges and universities
3 spaces per classroom
1
School, grades K—12
3 spaces per classroom
1
School, vocational or
business

1 space per classroom
provided the requirement
shall not exceed 40

Social, Cultural, Charitable and Recreational Facilities
6 spaces, or 1 space per
Community center
2,000 sq. ft. of GFA,
whichever is greater
1 space per 5,000 sq. ft. of
Community service facility
GFA

1

1
1

Convention center

1 space per 50,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1

Library

1 space per 5,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1

Museum
Theater, indoor, provided
live performances only
COMMERCIAL USES
General retail sales and
services

1 space per 10,000 sq. ft. of
2
GFA
3 spaces, 1 space per 2,000
sq. ft. of GFA, whichever is
2
greater
All commercial uses having 1,000 sq. ft. or more shall
provide 3 short-term spaces or the amount listed below,
whichever is greater
1 space per 5,000 sq. ft. of
1
GFA

Farmer's market

1 space per 2,000 sq. ft. of
sales area, except where
approved as a temporary
use

1

Grocery store

1 space per 2,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1

Performing, visual or martial
arts school

1 space per 1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1

Shopping center

1 space per 5,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

1

1 space per 4,000 sq. ft. of
GFA
Commercial Recreation, Entertainment and Lodging
1 space per 5,000 sq. ft. of
Regional sports arena
GFA
Offices

2

1

Sports and health facility

1 space per 10,000 sq. ft. of
GFA

Medical facilities
Hospital
INDUSTRIAL USES
General Use Categories

As approved by C.U.P.
No requirement unless otherwise noted below.

Light industrial

2 spaces or 1 space per
20,000 sq. ft. of GFA,
whichever is greater,
excluding GFA devoted to
bulk storage of materials

2

Medium industrial

2 spaces or 1 space per
30,000 sq. ft. of GFA,
whichever is greater,
excluding GFA devoted to
bulk storage of materials

2

1
2

General industrial

Specific Industrial Uses
Urban farm
PARKING FACILITIES
PRODUCTION, PROCESSING
AND STORAGE
PUBLIC SERVICES AND
UTILITIES
Limited production and
processing
Passenger transit station
Post office

2 spaces or 1 space per
40,000 sq. ft. of GFA,
whichever is greater,
excluding GFA devoted to
bulk storage of materials

2

3 spaces

1
No requirement.

No requirement unless otherwise noted in this table.
No requirement unless otherwise noted below.
3 spaces

2

As approved by C.U.P.
3 spaces

1
1

541.330. - Bicycle facility requirements. (a) In general. All developments containing two hundred
thousand (200,000) square feet or more of new or additional gross floor area shall include bicycle parking
spaces, shower facilities and clothing storage areas as provided in Table 541-3, Required Bicycle Facilities.
Such facilities shall be for the use of the employees, occupants, and visitors of the building. Not less than
ninety (90) percent of the required bicycle parking shall meet the standards for long-term bicycle parking
as defined in section 541.320 of this ordinance. Bicycle parking spaces provided in compliance with this
section shall count toward any bicycle parking requirement for the uses identified in Table 541-2, Bicycle
Parking Requirements.
(b) Exceptions. This section shall not apply to buildings used primarily as hotels, retail, residential, or
warehousing and storage.

Facility
Bicycle Parking
Spaces

Table 541-3 Required Bicycle Facilities
Requirement for First 200,000 sq.
Requirement for Additional Space
ft. of GFA
Over 200,000 sq. ft. of GFA
One (1) space per two-thousand
One (1) space per two-thousand
(2,000) square feet of GFA
(2,000) square feet of GFA

Showers

One (1) shower per twentythousand (25,000) square feet of
GFA

One (1) shower per fifty-thousand
(50,000) square feet of GFA

Full-Size Lockers

One (1) locker per five-thousand
(5,000) square feet of GFA

One (1) locker per ten-thousand
(10,000) square feet of GFA

ARTICLE IV. ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING
541.400. - Purpose. The purpose of the electric vehicle charging ordinance is to support the City’s
transportation policies, encourage use of electric vehicles, and increase equitable access to and
distribution of vehicle charging infrastructure throughout the city.
541.410. - Definitions. As used in this article, the following words shall mean:
Charging level. The standard electrical service and equipment required to meet the charging level
standards outlined in this ordinance.
(1) Level 1 (L1). Electrical service and charging equipment operating on 120v outlets.
(2) Level 2 (L2). Electrical service and charging equipment operating on 208/240v outlets.
(3) Direct current fast charger (DCFC). Electrical service and charging equipment operating at greater than
240 volts.
Electric vehicle charging station. Public or private battery charging station equipment with the primary
purpose of transferring electric energy to a battery intended to operate an electric vehicle.
Electric vehicle ready space. Parking space with installed wiring in electrical conduit or raceway, and
electrical service, where a charging station is not present.
541.420 - Specific electric vehicle charging infrastructure requirements. (a) In general. Principal uses shall
provide electric vehicle charging stations, electric vehicle flexible spaces, and electric vehicle capable
spaces for provided parking in the appropriate quantity and at the charging level identified in Table 5414, Required Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure. A property owner, business owner, or property
manager may determine whether parking spaces with electric vehicle charging stations are reserved for
electric vehicles or are available for use by all vehicles.
(b) Mixed use development. For mixed use development or where accessory parking facilities are shared
by residential and non-residential uses, the zoning administrator shall determine the required level of
electric vehicle charging infrastructure to comply with the intent of Table 541-4, Required Electric Vehicle
Charing Infrastructure.
(c) Phased implementation. The effective date of Article IV, Electric Vehicle Charging, of this chapter, shall
be January 1, 2022. In addition, until January 1, 2024, a development subject to a requirement to provide
electric vehicle charging stations may, as an alternative, provide electric vehicle readiness to not less than
seventy-five (75) percent of the parking spaces provided in the development. A development submitting
its land use application after January 1, 2024, is subject to full compliance with the requirements of Table
541-4, Required Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure.

Table 541-4 Required Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
Use

Any building or
use with up to
3 residential
units
Any building or
use with 4 to
nine 9
residential
units

Any building or
use with 10
residential
units or more

Electric Vehicle
Charging Stations

Electric Vehicle Ready
Spaces

Notes

None

Minimum of one (1) L2
level space if parking is
provided. All remaining
enclosed accessory
parking spaces shall
support L1 charging.

Congregate living uses shall
be exempt.

None

Minimum of one (1) L2
level space if parking is
provided. All remaining
enclosed accessory
parking spaces shall
support L1 charging.

Congregate living uses shall
be exempt.

10% of provided
parking spaces
capable of L2
charging.
Installation of electric
vehicle charging
stations is not
required when fewer
than 10 parking
spaces are provided.

Additional 20% of
provided spaces at L2
charging level

Hotel

10% of provided
parking spaces
capable of L2
charging

Additional 20% of
provided spaces at L2
charging level

Office

10% of provided
parking spaces
capable of L2
charging

Additional 20% of
provided spaces at L2
charging level

Adequate electrical service is
required to allow for
simultaneous charging of
20% of provided parking
spaces at an L2 level.
Congregate living uses shall
be exempt except that
congregate living uses with
20 or more parking spaces
shall be subject to the same
electric vehicle infrastructure
standard as a non-residential
use with 20 or more parking
spaces
Adequate electrical service is
required to allow for
simultaneous charging of
20% of provided parking
spaces at an L2 level.
Adequate electrical service is
required to allow for
simultaneous charging of
20% of provided parking
spaces at an L2 level.

All other nonresidential
uses where 20
off-street
parking spaces
or more are
provided

5% of provided
parking spaces
capable of L2
charging

Additional 5% of
provided spaces at L2
charging level

ARTICLE V. - ACCESS TO PARKING AND LOADING
541.500. - Required plan approval. Plans for any use requiring movement of vehicles across public walks,
public bicycle facilities, or access through a public alley or street shall be referred to the city engineer for
review before any permits are issued. The city engineer shall consider, but not be limited to, the following
factors when determining whether to approve the proposed plan:
(1) In general, the number of curb cuts shall be minimized to prioritize pedestrian, bicycle, and transit user
and other traffic safety, and the objectives of this ordinance. Before a new curb cut is authorized, other
available access to and from the site and access points needed for the proper functioning of the use shall
be considered. Curb cuts shall not be located on a primary frontage unless an alternative access point is
impractical. For existing development, the consolidation of curb cuts is encouraged.
(2) Where a residential use is served by an alley, direct access to the street through a curb cut shall be
discouraged. Direct access to the street through a curb cut shall not be allowed where an alley serves a
single- and two-family dwelling or multiple-family dwelling having three (3) dwelling units.
(3) The use shall not substantially impede the safe and efficient movement of pedestrian, bicycle, transit,
and other traffic.
(4) The space allocated to the use shall be adequate to keep vehicles clear of sidewalks, alleys and similar
areas.
(5) The location of driveways relative to other existing uses is such that street traffic shall not be seriously
disrupted and no unnecessary hazards shall be established for pedestrians, cyclists, or transit users. In no
instance shall a driveway be allowed on a limited access roadway ramp or combined limited access
roadway ramp frontage road.
541.510. - Specific district regulations for access to parking and loading. (a) Residence and OR1 Districts.
No driveway or curb cut in a residence or OR1 District shall exceed a width of twenty-five (25) feet, nor
be narrower than ten (10) feet, except that driveways accessory to a single-, two-, or three-family dwelling
shall not be narrower than eight (8) feet.
(b) OR2 and OR3 Districts. No driveway or curb cut in an OR2 or OR3 District shall exceed a width of
twenty-five (25) feet, nor be narrower than twelve (12) feet.
(c) All other districts. No driveway or curb cut in a district other than a residence or office residence district
shall exceed a width of twenty-five (25) feet except where determined necessary by the city engineer, but
not to exceed thirty-five (35) feet, nor be narrower than a width of twelve (12) feet.

541.520. - Valet parking standards. When provided, valet parking shall meet the following standards:
(1) The valet service shall provide service to and from the main entrance.
(2) A passenger loading area, as approved by the city engineer, shall be provided near the main entrance.
Availability of this service shall be conspicuously posted inside and outside the establishment near the
main entrance.
(3) The valet shall be properly licensed to operate a motor vehicle.
(4) The parking area in which the automobiles are parked shall be no farther than eight hundred (800)
feet from the main entrance. Parking areas used exclusively for valet parking need not be striped.
ARTICLE VI. - PARKING LOCATION REQUIREMENTS
541.600. - Parking location. (a) In general. All parking spaces shall be located on the same zoning lot as
the use served, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.
(b) Off-site parking. In cases where parking facilities are permitted elsewhere than the zoning lot on which
the use served is located, such facilities shall be under the same ownership or control as the building or
use served. Such ownership or control shall be evidenced either by deed or by long-term lease, the term
of such lease to be approved by the zoning administrator, or by special parking assessment certificate,
where applicable. Said lease shall be filed and recorded in the Office of the Hennepin County Recorder or
Registrar of Titles, and evidence of proper filing shall be submitted to the zoning administrator prior to
the issuance of any permits or licenses.
(c) Location of off-site parking. All off-site parking shall serve a use allowed in the zoning district where
such parking is located or shall comply with Table 541-5 Location of Off-Site Parking, whichever
requirement is more restrictive, provided that uses first allowed in the R1, R1A, R2, and R2B districts may
provide off-street parking in any residence, office residence, commercial, or downtown district.
(d) Commercial vehicles. Commercial vehicles shall be parked or stored only in an authorized off-street
location. Such vehicles may include, but shall not be limited to, tow trucks, taxis, buses, limousines,
hearses, commercial trucks, food trucks, or vans, police or fire vehicles or other service vehicles.
Table 541-5 Location of Off-Site Parking
Location of Use Served Permitted Location of Off-Site Parking
(Zoning District)
(Zoning District)
R1, R1A, R2, R2B

R1, R1A, R2, R2B, R3, R4, R5, R6, OR1, OR2, OR3, C1, C2, C3A, C3S, C4

R3, R4, R5, R6

R3, R4, R5, R6, OR1, OR2, OR3, C1, C2, C3A, C3S, C4, B4, B4S, B4C, B4N

OR1

OR1, OR2, OR3, C1, C2, C3A, C3S, C4, I1, I2, I3

OR2

OR2, OR3, C2, C3A, C3S, C4, B4, B4S, B4C, B4N, I1, I2, I3

OR3

OR3, B4, B4S, B4C, B4N, I1, I2, I3

C1, C2

C1, C2, C3A, C3S, C4, B4, B4S, B4C, B4N, I1, I2, I3

C3A, C3S

C2, C3A, C3S, C4, B4, B4S, B4C, B4N, I1, I2, I3

C4

C4, I1, I2, I3

I1

C4, I1, I2, I3

I2

I1, I2, I3

I3

I2, I3

B4

B4, B4S, B4C, B4N, I1, I2, I3

B4S, B4C, B4N

B4S, B4C, B4N, I1, I2, I3

(d) Off-site parking in residence and office residence districts. Parking that is not allowed in a residence or
office residence district shall not be located in such residence or office residence district, except as
otherwise provided by the Transitional Parking Overlay District, as established in Chapter 551, Overlay
Districts.
541.610. - Driveways and parking areas on a zoning lot. (a) In general. Driveways and parking areas shall
conform to the permitted obstructions provisions of Chapter 535, Regulations of General Applicability,
Chapter 537, Accessory Uses and Structures, and the provisions of this section.
(1) Driveways.
a. Front and corner side yards.
1. Residential uses. Uncovered driveways shall be a permitted obstruction in a required front or corner
side yard, provided such driveway leads to a properly located parking area. Passenger automobiles may
be parked temporarily on such driveway.
2. All other uses. Uncovered driveways shall be a permitted obstruction in a required front or corner side
yard, provided such driveway is located at least five (5) feet from any property line containing a residential
use located in a residence or office residence district or a permitted or conditional residential use. Parking
on such driveway shall be prohibited.
b. Interior side yards.
1. Residential uses. Uncovered driveways shall be a permitted obstruction in a required interior side yard,
provided such driveway leads to a properly located parking area. Passenger automobiles may be parked
temporarily on such driveway.
2. All other uses. Uncovered driveways shall be prohibited in a required interior side yard.
c. Rear yards.
1. Residential uses. Uncovered driveways shall be a permitted obstruction in a required rear yard, provided
such driveway leads to a properly located parking area. Passenger automobiles may be parked temporarily
in such yard space if positioned on a paved driveway leading to a properly located parking area.

2. All other uses. Uncovered driveways shall be a permitted obstruction in a required rear yard, except
where such yard abuts the side lot line of a residential use located in a residence or office residence district
or a permitted or conditional residential use.
(2) Parking areas.
a. Front and corner side yards. Parking areas shall not be located in a required front or corner side yard.
b. Interior side yards.
1. Residential uses. Parking areas shall be a permitted obstruction in a required interior side yard, provided
such parking area is located in the rear forty (40) feet or twenty (20) percent of the lot, whichever is
greater, subject to the provisions of Chapter 535, Regulations of General Applicability, and Chapter 537,
Accessory Uses and Structures.
2. All other uses. Parking areas shall be prohibited in a required interior side yard.
c. Rear yards.
1. Residential uses. Parking areas shall be a permitted obstruction in a required rear yard.
2. All other uses. Parking areas shall be prohibited in a required rear yard.
d. Between the principal structure and the front lot line. In the residence and the office residence districts,
off-street parking areas shall not be located between the principal building and the front lot line.
ARTICLE VII. - PARKING AREA DESIGN AND MAINTENANCE
541.700. - Submission of parking plan. Any application for a building permit or zoning certificate requiring
or including the provision of off-street parking shall include a parking plan. Said plan shall be drawn to
scale and fully dimensioned, showing parking facilities to be provided in compliance with this zoning
ordinance and all other applicable regulations.
541.710. - Access to parking spaces. Each off-street parking space shall open directly to an aisle or
driveway of such width and design as to provide safe and efficient means of vehicular access to such
parking spaces. Parking aisles shall conform to Table 541-6, Minimum Parking Space and Aisle Dimensions,
except for the following:
(1) Where the parking is accessory to single or two-family dwellings, or cluster developments or multiplefamily dwellings of three (3) units.
(2) Tandem parking spaces for residential uses.
541.720. - Access to gasoline pump islands. Each end of a gasoline pump island shall open directly to a
parking aisle with a dimension equal to or greater than that required for a ninety (90) degree parking
space.

541.730. - Maneuvering area. (a) In general. All maneuvers associated with parking shall occur in the offstreet parking area. Public streets shall not be used to conduct any parking maneuver, including backing
out onto the street.
(b) Exceptions. Maneuvers associated with parking may occur in an alley in the following situations:
(1) Where the parking area is accessory to a single-, two-, or three-family dwellings, or a cluster
development.
(2) Where the parking area is accessory to all other uses provided the following conditions are met:
a. No more than three (3) parking spaces utilize the alley for maneuvering.
b. The parking spaces are located a minimum of seventeen (17) feet from the property line on the opposite
side of the alley.
c. One hundred (100) percent of the parking spaces that use an alley for maneuvering shall comply with
the minimum dimensions for standard spaces.
541.740. - Surfacing. All open off-street parking areas, all driveways leading to such parking areas, and all
other areas upon which motor vehicles may be located, shall be surfaced with a dustless all-weather hard
surface material capable of carrying a wheel load of four thousand (4,000) pounds. In addition, all
driveways in commercial and industrial districts leading to areas other than off-street parking areas shall
be surfaced with a dustless all-weather hard surface material capable of carrying a wheel load of four
thousand (4,000) pounds for a minimum of twenty (20) feet from the curb line. Acceptable surfacing
materials shall include asphalt, concrete, brick, cement pavers or similar material installed and maintained
per industry standards. Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems are allowed subject to the
provisions of this chapter.
541.750. - Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems. (a) In general. Pervious pavement or
pervious pavement systems, capable of carrying a wheel load of four thousand (4,000) pounds, including
pervious asphalt, pervious concrete, modular pavers designed to funnel water between blocks, lattice or
honeycomb shaped concrete grids with turf grass or gravel filled voids to funnel water, plastic geocells
with turf grass or gravel, reinforced turf grass or gravel with overlaid or embedded meshes, or similar
structured and durable systems are permitted. Gravel, turf, or other materials that are not part of a
structured system designed to manage stormwater shall not be considered pervious pavement or a
pervious pavement system. Pervious pavement and pervious pavement systems shall meet the following
conditions:
(1) All materials shall be installed per industry standards. Appropriate soils and site conditions shall exist
for the pervious pavement or pervious pavement system to function. For parking lots of ten (10) spaces
or more documentation that verifies appropriate soils and site conditions shall be provided.
(2) All materials shall be maintained per industry and city standards. Areas damaged by snow plows or
other vehicles shall be promptly repaired. Gravel that has migrated from the pervious pavement systems
onto adjacent areas shall be swept and removed regularly.

(3) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems, except for pervious asphalt or pervious concrete,
shall not be used for accessible parking spaces or the accessible route from the accessible space to the
principal structure or use served.
(4) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems shall be prohibited in areas used for the dispensing
of gasoline or other engine fuels or where hazardous liquids could be absorbed into the soil through the
pervious pavement or pervious pavement system.
(5) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems, except for pervious asphalt, pervious concrete, or
modular pavers shall not be used for drive aisles or driveways.
(6) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems that utilize turf grass shall be limited to overflow
parking spaces that are not utilized for required parking and that are not occupied on a daily or regular
basis.
(7) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems that utilize gravel with overlaid or embedded mesh
or geocells shall be limited to industrial districts and shall not be used for drive aisles or driveways, except
as otherwise allowed by this chapter, and in no case shall be used for drive aisles or driveways less than a
minimum of twenty (20) feet from the curbline.
(8) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems used for parking or associated drive aisles or
driveways shall count as impervious surface for the purposes of impervious surface coverage in any zoning
district that has a maximum impervious surface limit or percentage, except where a pervious pavement
system utilizing turf grass is provided for a fire access lane that is independent of a parking lot.
(9) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems shall not count as required landscaping except as
allowed by alternative compliance as a part of Chapter 530, Site Plan Review.
(10) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems shall not allow parking spaces, drives aisles, or
driveways to be located anywhere not otherwise permitted by the regulations of this zoning ordinance
and the district in which it is located.
(11) Parking areas shall have the parking spaces marked as required by this chapter except that pervious
pavement systems that utilize gravel or turf may use alternative marking to indicate the location of the
parking space, including, but not limited to, markings at the end of spaces on the drive aisle or curbing,
wheel stops, or concrete or paver strips in lieu of painted lines.
(b) Off-street parking areas and driveways accessory to single-, two-, and three-family dwellings.
Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (a), off-street parking areas and driveways accessory to a
single-family dwelling may be surfaced with pervious paving systems that utilize gravel installed and
maintained per industry standards. Off-street parking areas and driveways accessory to single-, two-, or
three-family dwellings may be surfaced with pervious paving systems that utilize turf with plastic geocells
or open-celled paving grids installed and maintained per industry standards and designed so that the
parking of vehicles does not kill the turf.
(c) Ribbon driveways. Ribbon driveways that consist of two (2) wheel tracks with a turf median are allowed
accessory to single-, two-, and three-family dwellings. Each wheel track shall be surfaced in compliance
with the requirements of this chapter and shall be at least three and one-half (3.5) feet in width. The width

of the driveway as measured from the outside edges of each wheel track shall not be less than minimum
driveway width requirements of this chapter. The median shall not exceed three (3) feet in width.
541.760. - Drainage. Parking areas of four (4) spaces or larger shall be properly sloped for drainage as
approved by the city engineer. On-site retention and filtration of stormwater shall be provided where
practical. Water from the parking area shall not drain across a public walkway.
541.770. - Marking of parking spaces. All parking areas containing four (4) or more parking spaces or
containing angled parking shall have the parking spaces and aisles clearly marked on the pavement, using
paint or other marking devices approved by the city engineer. Such markings shall conform to the
approved parking plan and shall be maintained in a clearly legible condition.
541.780. - Size. (a) In general. The minimum dimensions for off-street parking spaces are stated in Table
541-6, Minimum Parking Space and Aisle Dimensions, and Figure 541-1, Parking Dimension Diagram. At
least twenty-five (25) percent of the provided parking spaces shall comply with the minimum dimensions
for standard spaces. The remaining spaces shall comply with the minimum dimensions for compact
spaces. Compact spaces shall be clearly labeled as such. These minimum dimensions are exclusive of
access drives or aisles, ramps, or columns.
(b) Vertical clearance. All required parking spaces shall have a vertical clearance of at least six (6) feet, six
(6) inches except where the building code requires greater vertical clearance.
Table 541-6 Minimum Parking Space and Aisle Dimensions
Width
(B)

Curb Length
(C)

Stall Depth
(D)

0
Standard
(Parallel)

8′ 6″

21′

8′ 6″

12′

22′

45

Standard
Compact

8′ 6″
8′

12′
11′ 4″

18′ 9″
16′ 3″

12′
12′

22′
22′

60

Standard
Compact

8′ 6″
8′

9′ 10″
9′ 3″

19′ 10″
17′ 0″

18′
18′

22′
22′

90

Standard
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Note: Letters A, B, C, D, and E are displayed in Figure 541-1 Parking Dimension Diagram below.

Figure 541-1 Parking Dimension Diagram
541.790. - Lighting. Any lighting used to illuminate off-street parking areas shall be shielded and arranged
in such a way as to comply with the performance standards of Chapter 535, Regulations of General
Applicability. A light source that maintains a minimum level of security and provides for transition into
covered parking areas shall be provided, as approved by the city engineer, except when accessory to
single-, two-, and three-family dwellings and cluster developments.
541.800. - Signs. Signs accessory to parking areas shall be provided as set forth in Chapter 543, On-Premise
Signs.
541.810. - Landscaping, screening and curbing. Parking lots of four (4) spaces or more shall be subject to
the landscaping, screening and curbing requirements as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan Review.
541.820. - General maintenance. Parking areas and driveways shall be kept free of dirt, dust, debris and
waste. In winter months, parking areas shall be cleared of snow within a reasonable time.
541.830. - Snow storage. Pedestrian paths, bicycle parking, driveways, access aisles and landscaping shall
not be used for the purpose of snow storage.
541.840. - Stacking spaces. (a) Number required for drive-through facilities. A car wash or any
establishment with a drive-through facility shall provide a minimum number of stacking spaces for each
washing line or drive-through station as specified in Table 541-7, Minimum Stacking Spaces.

Table 541-7 Minimum Stacking Spaces
Use

Minimum spaces

Measured
from

Bank teller lane

4

Teller or
window

Automated teller
machine

3

Teller

Restaurant or coffee
shop drive-through

4

Pick-up
window

Car wash

2 per 20 ft. of washing line or area for principal use car wash; 1
Entrance
per 20 ft. of washing line or area for accessory use car wash

Drug store

3

Other

As determined by the zoning administrator

Pick-up
window

(b) Dimensions. Each lane of stacking spaces shall be a minimum of eight (8) feet in width and shall be
delineated with pavement markings or curbing. Each stacking space shall be a minimum of eighteen (18)
feet in length, however, individual spaces within the lane shall not be delineated with pavement markings.
(c) No conflict of use. Stacking lanes shall not be located within required driveways, internal circulation
driveways, loading areas, or parking aisles, and shall not interfere with access to parking and ingress and
egress from a public street.
(d) Pedestrian access to facility. The principal pedestrian access to the entrance of the facility from a public
street or sidewalk shall not cross the stacking lane.
541.850. - Accessible parking. Accessible parking spaces shall be provided as required by the Minnesota
State Building Code. All accessible parking spaces shall comply with the minimum stall depth requirements
for standard spaces in Table 541-6, Minimum Parking Space and Aisle Dimensions.
ARTICLE VIII. - SPECIAL PARKING PROVISIONS FOR SPECIFIC ZONING DISTRICTS AND USES
541.900. - Planned unit developments. Vehicle parking, bicycle parking, and loading standards for
planned unit developments shall be based on the uses within the planned unit development. Alternatives
may be allowed as authorized in Chapter 527, Planned Unit Development.

541.910. - Maximum number of vehicles for dwellings. The total number of vehicles located on a zoning
lot shall not exceed two (2) vehicles per dwelling unit, excluding those parked within an enclosed
structure. For the purposes of this section, accessory dwelling units shall not be considered a dwelling.
541.920. - Recreational vehicles in or abutting residence or office residence zoning districts or permitted
or conditional residential uses. Recreational vehicles shall be parked or stored in an enclosed garage
unless the following conditions are met:
(1) The vehicle or item shall not exceed a length of twenty-five (25) feet unless the lot on which it is parked
exceeds one hundred twenty-five (125) feet in length. In such instance, the maximum length of said
vehicle may be increased one (1) foot for each one (1) foot of lot length over one hundred twenty-five
(125) feet. In no case shall the vehicle or item exceed thirty (30) feet.
(2) The area devoted to parking of such vehicles or items outdoors shall not exceed three hundred (300)
square feet, unless only one (1) such vehicle or item is parked on the premises. Such vehicles shall count
toward the maximum number of vehicles parked outdoors, as specified in section 541.450 above. For the
purposes of this section, a vehicle or item on a trailer shall be considered one (1) vehicle.
(3) Any such vehicle or item parked outdoors shall be parked on a surface in compliance with section
541.300 in the rear forty (40) feet of the lot.
(4) Any such vehicle or item shall be located not less than six (6) feet from any habitable building.
(5) The parking of inoperable vehicles shall be prohibited.
541.930. - High profile vehicles in and abutting residence and office residence districts or permitted or
conditional residential uses. Where an open parking area or driveway is located less than six (6) feet away
from a dwelling on an adjacent lot, the open, off-street parking of any passenger automobile, with an
exterior vertical height of six (6) feet six (6) inches or greater, shall be located not less than six (6) feet
from such dwelling, and where access to the rear forty (40) feet of the lot exists, shall not be located in
the required front yard, notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter 535, Regulations of General
Applicability.
ARTICLE IX. - SPECIFIC OFF-STREET LOADING REQUIREMENTS
541.1000. - Specific off-street loading requirements. (a) In general. Accessory off-street loading shall be
provided for principal uses as specified in Table 541-8, Specific Off-Street Loading Requirements, except
as otherwise specified in Article XII, Special Loading Provisions for Specific Zoning Districts. Uses not
specifically listed in Table 541-8, Specific Off-Street Loading Requirements shall have no minimum loading
requirement. All uses listed in Table 541-8, Specific Off-Street Loading Requirements are assigned a rating
of low, medium, high, or none. The loading requirement for such rating is based on the size of the use, as
specified in Table 541-8, Loading Requirements for Assigned Ratings. When a development includes more
than one (1) non-residential use with a low, medium, or high loading requirement, the square footage of
uses within the same rating category shall be added together in order to determine the number of
required loading spaces. The loading requirement for planned unit developments shall be as approved by
conditional use permit. For purposes of Table 541-7, Loading Requirements for Assigned Ratings, "GFA"
shall mean gross floor area, and "sq. ft." shall mean square feet.

(b) Reducing minimum off-street loading requirements. Requests to reduce minimum off-street loading
requirements shall be considered using one (1) of the following two (2) options selected by any person
with a legal or equitable interest in the property:
(1) A variance to reduce the minimum off-street loading requirement, as authorized by Chapter 525,
Administration and Enforcement.
(2) A travel demand management plan that includes an analysis that demonstrates an approach to loading
that is sufficient, safe, and functional for the proposed use or uses as approved by the planning director
and the city engineer.
(c) Providing small loading spaces in lieu of large loading spaces. Where a use is required to provide
one (1) or more large loading spaces, the zoning administrator may allow said use to provide not less than
two (2) small loading spaces in lieu of each required large loading space upon considering the following:
(1) A travel demand management plan is not required for the use.
(2) The nature of the use.
(3) Existing site constraints.
Table 541-7 Loading Requirements for Assigned Ratings
Rating

Size (GFA)

Loading Requirements

5,000—10,000 sq. ft.
10,001—30,000 sq. ft.
30,001—60,000 sq. ft.
60,001—100,000 sq. ft.
over 100,000 sq. ft.

1 small loading space
1 large loading space
2 large loading spaces
3 large loading spaces
3 large loading spaces + 1 additional large loading space per
additional 100,000 sq. ft. GFA or fraction thereof

10,000—20,000 sq. ft.
20,001—50,000 sq. ft.
Medium 50,001—100,000 sq. ft.
over 100,000 sq. ft.

1 small loading space
1 large loading space
2 large loading spaces
2 large loading spaces + 1 additional large loading space per
additional 300,000 sq. ft. GFA or fraction thereof

High

Low

20,000—50,000 sq. ft. 1 small loading space
50,001—200,000 sq. ft. 2 small loading spaces
over 200,000 sq. ft.
2 small loading spaces + 1 additional small loading space per
additional 300,000 sq. ft. GFA or fraction thereof

541.1010. - Minimum requirement. Uses for which off-street loading facilities are required in
Table 541-8, Specific Off-Street Loading Requirements, but which are located in buildings of less floor area
than the minimum prescribed in Table 541-7, Loading Requirements for Assigned Ratings, shall provide
adequate shipping and receiving facilities, accessible by motor vehicle off any adjacent alley, service drive
or open space on the same zoning lot where vehicles are allowed.

Table 541-8 Specific Off-Street Loading Requirements
Use

Minimum Loading Requirement

RESIDENTIAL USES
Dwellings

None, except multiple-family dwellings of 100 to 250
units: one small space; multiple-family dwellings of more
than 250 units: two small spaces or one large space

Congregate living
Board and care home/ Nursing home/
Assisted living

Low

Dormitory

Low

Hospitality residence

Low

Inebriate housing

None, except over 50 beds — low

INSTITUTIONAL AND PUBLIC USES
Educational Facilities
College or university

As approved by C.U.P.

School, grades K—12

Low

School, vocational or business

Low

Social, Cultural, Charitable and Recreational Facilities
Club or lodge

Low

Community center

Low

Convention center

High

Museum

Low

Theater, indoor, provided live performances
Low
only
Religious Institutions
Place of assembly

Low

COMMERCIAL USES
Retail Sales and Services
General retail sales and services

Low

Building material sales

High

Consignment clothing store

Low

Contractor's office

Medium

Funeral home

Low

Greenhouse, lawn and garden supply store

High

Grocery store

Medium

Office supply sales and service

Low

Pawnshop

Low

Pet store

Low

Rental of household goods and equipment

Medium

Secondhand goods store

Medium

Shopping center

As approved by C.U.P.

Small engine repair

Low

Offices

Medium

Automobile Services
Automobile convenience facility

Medium

Automobile rental

Low

Automobile repair, major

Medium

Automobile repair, minor

Medium

Automobile sales

Medium

Food and Beverages
Catering

Medium

Liquor store, off-sale

Medium

Nightclub

Low

Restaurant, delicatessen

Low

Restaurant, fast food

Low

Restaurant, sit down

Low

Commercial Recreation, Entertainment and Lodging
Hotel

Medium

Radio or television station

Low

Reception or meeting hall

Medium

Regional sports arena

Medium

Sports and health facility

Low

Theater, indoor

Low

Medical Facilities
Clinic, medical or dental

Low

Hospital

Medium

Laboratory, medical or dental

Low

Transportation
Bus garage or maintenance facility

Low

Horse and carriage assembly/transfer site

As approved by C.U.P.

Intermodal containerized freight facility

As approved by C.U.P.

Motor freight terminal

High

Package delivery service

High

Railroad switching yards and freight terminal As approved by C.U.P.
Truck, trailer, boat or recreational vehicle,
sales, service or rental

Medium

INDUSTRIAL USES
General Use Categories
Light industrial

High

Medium industrial

High

General industrial

High

Limited production and processing

Low

Specific Industrial Uses
Concrete, asphalt and rock crushing

High

Contractor showroom

Medium

Contractor yard

High

Dry cleaning establishment

High

Film, video and audio production

Medium

Food and beverage products

High

Furniture moving and storage

High

Grain elevator or mill

High

Greenhouse, wholesale

High

Industrial machinery and equipment sales,
service and rental

High

Laundry, commercial

High

Packaging of finished goods

High

Printing and publishing, including
distribution

High

Recycling facility

High

Research, development and testing
laboratory

Medium

Scrap/salvage yard, metal milling facility

As approved by C.U.P.

Self-service storage

High

Wholesaling, warehousing and distribution

High

PUBLIC SERVICES AND UTILITIES
Animal shelter

Low

Electricity generation plant, hydroelectric or
High
non-nuclear
Garage for public vehicles

Low

Mounted patrol stable

As approved by C.U.P.

Post office

High

Pretrial detention facility

Medium

Regional financial service center

Low

River freight terminal

High

Street and equipment maintenance facility

Low

Waste disposal or transfer facility

High

Water pumping and filtration facility

High

ARTICLE X. - LOADING LOCATION REQUIREMENTS
541.1020. - Loading location. (a) In general. All required loading spaces shall be located on the same
zoning lot as the use served and shall not be used to satisfy the space requirements for off-street parking,
except as otherwise provided by this chapter.
(b) Access to loading. Each required off-street loading space shall be designed with appropriate means of
vehicular access to a street or alley in a manner which will least interfere with traffic movement and as
approved by the city engineer. No loading space shall be located within thirty (30) feet of the nearest
point of intersection of any two (2) streets.
(c) Loading areas in required yards. No loading space shall be located in a required yard.
541.1030. - Shared loading facilities. Central loading facilities may be substituted for loading spaces on
the individual zoning lots, provided the following conditions are met:
(1) Access. Each use served shall have access to the central loading area without crossing streets or alleys
at grade.
(2) Location. No use served shall be located more than five hundred (500) feet removed from the central
loading area. Such central loading area shall be located in the same zoning district as the uses served or
in a zoning district in which off-site parking for such uses is allowed, pursuant to Table 541-3 Location of
Off-Site Parking.

(3) Agreement. The property owners involved in the joint use of shared loading facilities shall submit a
legal agreement approved by the city attorney guaranteeing that the loading facilities shall be maintained
so long as the use requiring loading is in existence or unless the required loading is provided elsewhere in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter. Such instrument shall be recorded by the property owner
with the office of the Hennepin County Recorder or Registrar of Titles. Evidence of such proper recording
shall be filed with the zoning office prior to the issuance of any permit or license.
ARTICLE XI. - LOADING AREA DESIGN AND MAINTENANCE
541.1100. - Submission of loading plan. Any application for a building permit or zoning certificate
requiring or including the provision of loading areas shall include a loading plan. Said plan shall be drawn
to scale and fully dimensioned, showing any loading facilities to be provided in compliance with this zoning
ordinance and all other applicable regulations.
541.1110. - Maneuvering area. To the extent practical, all maneuvers associated with loading shall occur
in the off-street loading area.
541.1120. - Surfacing. (a) Residence and office residence districts. All open off-street loading spaces shall
be surfaced with a dustless all-weather material capable of carrying a wheel load of ten thousand (10,000)
pounds.
(b) All other districts. All open off-street loading spaces shall be surfaced with a dustless all-weather
material capable of carrying a wheel load of sixteen thousand (16,000) pounds. Where loading spaces are
located in commercial or industrial yard areas such as building material sales yards, scrap/salvage yards,
metal milling facilities, contractor yards, and other similar uses, the driveway leading to such area shall be
surfaced with a dustless all-weather material capable of carrying a wheel load of sixteen thousand
(16,000) pounds for a minimum of twenty (20) feet from the curb line.
541.1130. - Drainage. Loading area surfaces shall be properly sloped for drainage as approved by the city
engineer. On-site retention and filtration of stormwater shall be provided where practical. Water from
the loading area shall not drain across a public walkway.
541.1140. - Size. (a) In general. Required off-street loading spaces shall be at least ten (10) feet in width
by at least twenty-five (25) feet in length for small spaces, and at least twelve (12) feet in width by at least
fifty (50) feet in length for large spaces, exclusive of aisle and maneuvering space.
(b) Vertical clearance. All loading areas, except those required for residential uses, shall have a vertical
clearance of at least fourteen (14) feet, provided that twelve (12) feet, nine (9) inches of vertical clearance
shall be permitted in the portion of the loading area when the truck is entirely within the building and off
any ramps.
541.1150. - Lighting. Any lighting used to illuminate loading areas shall be shielded and arranged in such
a way as to comply with the performance standards of Chapter 535, Regulations of General Applicability.
A light source that maintains a minimum level of security and provides for transition into covered loading
facilities shall be provided, as approved by the city engineer, except when accessory to single-family and
two-family dwellings, multiple-family dwellings of three (3) or four (4) units, and cluster developments.

541.1160. - Landscaping and screening. Loading areas shall be landscaped and screened as specified in
Chapter 530, Site Plan Review.
541.1170. - General maintenance. Loading areas shall be kept free of dirt, dust, debris, and waste. In
winter months, required loading areas shall be cleared of snow within a reasonable time.
541.1180. - Snow storage. Pedestrian paths, bicycle parking, driveways, access aisles, and landscaping
shall not be used for the purpose of snow storage.
ARTICLE XII. – TRAVEL DEMAND MANAGEMENT
541.1200. - Purpose. The purpose of the travel demand management ordinance is to support the City’s
transportation policies and to ensure that larger developments and uses with high-traffic demand have
positive impacts on safety, equity, mobility, climate change, greenhouse gas emissions, mode split, and
air quality.
541.1210. - Buildings and uses subject to a travel demand management plan. (a) In general. Buildings
and uses subject to a travel demand management plan are listed in Table 541-10, Buildings and Uses
Subject to a Travel Demand Management Plan, along with the required minimum number of points
required for each building or use. The number of points awarded for each travel demand management
strategy is listed in Table 541-1, Travel Demand Management Strategies.
(b) Travel demand management plan, minor. Minor travel demand management plans shall include a
review for compliance with the minimum number of points required by this article.
(c) Travel demand management plan, major. In addition to review for compliance with the minimum
number of points required by this article, a major travel demand management plan shall include a report
containing a traffic study prepared consistent with industry standards and certified by a licensed engineer.
(d) Travel demand management plan, discretionary. The planning director, in consultation with the city
engineer, may mandate a travel demand management plan that includes a report containing a traffic
study prepared consistent with industry standards and certified by a licensed engineer for the
establishment of any use, new building, or building expansion not specified in this chapter when it is
determined by the planning director that the proposal presents unique transportation challenges due to
the nature of the use or location. The required travel demand management strategies shall be determined
based on the findings of the report.
Table 541-10 Buildings and Uses Subject to a Travel Demand Management Plan
Buildings and Uses
Minor, Major, or Discretionary
Minimum Points Required
Travel Demand Management
Plan Required
Any building or use containing
Minor
4
fifty (50) or more and less than
two-hundred fifty (250) new or
additional dwelling units or
rooming units.

Any non-residential development
containing more than twentyfive thousand (25,000) square
feet and less than two-hundred
thousand (200,000) square feet
of new or additional gross floor
area.
Any building or use containing
two-hundred fifty (250) or more
new or additional dwelling units
or rooming units.
Any non-residential development
containing two-hundred
thousand (200,000) square feet
or more of new or additional
gross floor area.
Establishment or expansion of a
reception or meeting hall
containing five-thousand (5,000)
square feet of new or additional
gross floor area.
Establishment or expansion of a
shopping center containing tenthousand (10,000) square feet of
new or additional gross floor
area.
The planning director, in
consultation with the city
engineer, may mandate a travel
demand management plan that
includes a report containing a
traffic study prepared consistent
with industry standards and
certified by a licensed engineer
for the establishment of any use,
new building, or building
expansion not specified in this
chapter when it is determined by
the planning director that the
proposal presents unique
transportation challenges due to
the nature of the use or location.

Minor

6

Major

6

Major

8

Major

4

Major

4

Discretionary

As determined by the
planning director

(e) Mixed use and multiple use development. Mixed use development is subject to a minor or major travel
demand management plan only when either the residential or non-residential use is subject to such
requirement in Table 541-10, Buildings and Uses Subject to a Travel Demand Management Plan, provided
that a discretionary travel demand management plan may be required for any building or use. When a

development includes more than one (1) use subject to a minor or major travel demand management
plan, the minimum required point total shall be based on only the use with the highest requirement rather
than the sum of the point total for all applicable buildings or uses.
(f) Exceptions. A written request may be submitted to the planning director requesting an exemption from
the requirement to submit a travel demand management plan. The planning director shall consider, but
not be limited to, the nature of the use and the number of vehicle trips the site is expected to generate,
and whether a substantial percentage of the building’s floor area would be dedicated to warehousing,
storage, or other uses that reduce the applicability of travel demand management strategies required by
this ordinance. Future conversion of the space to a different use or uses may necessitate the need for a
travel demand management plan.
541.1220. Application for travel demand management plan. Any person having a legal or equitable
interest in land which requires submission of a travel demand management plan may file an application
for approval of such plan on a form approved by the zoning administrator.
541.1230. Administrative review. The planning director, in consultation with the city engineer, shall
conduct the administrative review of the travel demand management plan. The planning director shall
recommend to the zoning administrator any mitigating measures deemed reasonable and necessary, and
shall include such recommendation as a condition of the issuance of any building permit, zoning certificate
or other approval required by this zoning ordinance or other applicable law. All findings and decisions of
the planning director shall be final, subject to appeal to the city planning commission, as specified in
Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement.
541.1240. Content of travel demand management plans. Any travel demand management plan shall
contain at least the following:
(a) A description of the goals of the travel demand management plan and its relationship to applicable
city transportation policies and programs including how the development will contribute to a reduction
in greenhouse gas emissions, achieve city mode split goals, reduce use of single-occupancy motor vehicles,
and increase walking, bicycling, and transit as primary modes of travel.
(b) An acknowledgement of a commitment to provide self-reported audits every two (2) years to the
planning director and city engineer that confirms ongoing compliance with required strategies until it is
deemed that the development is sufficiently meeting city transportation goals. If any points for travel
demand management strategies are derived from non-infrastructure solutions, documentation of
ongoing programmatic elements must be included in the audit.
541.1250. Compliance with requirements of travel demand management strategies. Points shall be
awarded for travel demand strategies listed in Table 541-11, Travel Demand Management Strategies. All
applicable standards shall be met in order to qualify for the points for each strategy. The required
strategies shall be maintained in good order for the life of the structure or use. A list and description of
the approved travel demand strategies for a given site shall be posted in a conspicuous common area of
the development.

Strategy
Transit fare
provision

Zero vehicle
parking

Transit fare
subsidy

Limited vehicle
parking

Pedestrian realm
improvements

Table 541-11 Travel Demand Management Strategies
Points
Standards
6
a. The building owner or management company shall provide
unlimited-ride transit passes to residents and employees utilizing a
program administered through the regional transit agency.
b. For single-tenant non-residential uses, all full-time employees
shall be provided unlimited-ride transit passes. For multi-tenant
non-residential uses, not less than seventy-five (75) percent of the
full-time employees within the development shall be provided
unlimited-ride transit passes.
c. For residential uses, unlimited-ride transit passes shall be
provided to all units within the development at a rate not less than
one (1) pass per unit.
6
a. No off-street parking spaces for motor vehicles shall be provided
for the development.
b. Accessible spaces, spaces for shared vehicles, and up to three
(3) temporary drop-off and pick-up spaces shall be exempt from
this requirement.
3
a. The building owner or management company shall provide a
transit fare subsidy for unlimited-ride transit passes not less than
thirty (30) percent of the cost of the transit pass to residents and
employees utilizing a program administered through the regional
transit agency.
b. For single-tenant non-residential uses, all full-time employees
shall be offered unlimited-ride transit passes at a reduced rate. For
multi-tenant non-residential uses, not less than seventy-five (75)
percent of the full-time employees within the development shall
qualify for unlimited-ride transit passes at a reduced rate.
c. For residential uses, unlimited-ride transit passes shall be made
available to all units within the development at a rate not less than
one (1) pass per unit.
3
a. No more than one-half (0.5) space per residential unit shall be
provided when the residential use requires a travel demand
management plan.
b. Off-street parking less than or equal to thirty (30) percent of the
maximum parking requirement for the development shall be
provided when the non-residential use requires a travel demand
management plan.
c. A development shall not qualify for points for both the zero
vehicle parking strategy and the limited parking strategy.
3
a. Improvements shall be implemented in the public right-of-way
that support pedestrian activity and exceed minimum
requirements, as approved by the planning director in consultation
with the city engineer. In addition to any additional improvements
determined by the planning director or city engineer, the
development shall provide a minimum of two (2) of the following
three (3) enhancements:

Shower, locker,
and long-term
bicycle storage
Shared vehicles

Unbundling and
pricing of parking

Real-time transit
information
Proposed by the
applicant

1) A widened sidewalk that brings a substandard pedestrian space
into compliance with the City of Minneapolis Street Design Guide.
Sidewalks must be paved with materials that meet or exceed city
standards for sidewalk finishes.
2) Street trees and landscaping installed in an enhanced planting
bed.
3) Street furniture appropriate for the site’s context, not disrupting
the pedestrian throughway.
2
a. The development shall provide shower and locker facilities, and
long-term bicycle parking at a fifty (50) percent greater rate than
otherwise required by this zoning ordinance.
b. Points for this strategy shall only be awarded for uses that are
required by this chapter to provide shower and locker facilities.
2
a. Non-residential uses shall provide one (1) shared vehicle per
one-hundred thousand (100,000) square feet of non-residential
space, but not less than one (1) vehicle, when the non-residential
use requires a travel demand management plan.
b. Residential uses shall provide a minimum of one (1) shared
vehicle per one-hundred (100) dwelling units when the nonresidential use requires a travel demand management plan, but
not less than one (1) vehicle, when the non-residential use
requires a travel demand management plan.
1
a. In a residential use subject to a travel demand management
plan, parking spaces for residential units shall be leased or sold
separately from the rental or purchase price of the housing units.
b. In a non-residential use subject to a travel demand management
plan, a fee shall typically be charged for long-term customer and
employee parking.
c. Points for this strategy shall not be awarded for both this
strategy and the Zero Vehicle Parking strategy.
1
The development shall post real-time transit information in a
public space near or at the entrance to the development.
As
The property owner or representative may propose a travel
determined demand management strategy not detailed in this table such as
by the
valet parking, mobility hubs, or other items as appropriate for the
planning
use and location. Points awarded shall be determined by the
director
planning director in consultation with the city engineer.

Section 14. That Section 546.70 contained in Chapter 546, Residence Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
546.70. - Parking and loading requirements. Parking and loading requirements for uses located in the
residence districts shall be as set forth in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking,
Loading, and Mobility.

Section 15. That Section 547.70 contained in Chapter 547, Office Residence Districts, be amended to read
as follows:
547.70. - Parking and loading requirements. Parking and loading requirements for uses in the office
residence districts shall be as set forth in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking,
Loading, and Mobility.
Section 16. That Section 548.70 contained in Chapter 548, Commercial Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
548.70. - Parking and loading requirements. Parking and loading requirements for uses in the commercial
districts shall be as set forth in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading,
and Mobility.
Section 17. That Section 549.70 contained in Chapter 549, Downtown Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
549.70. - Parking and loading requirements. Parking and loading requirements for uses in the downtown
districts shall be as set forth in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading,
and Mobility.
Section 18. That Section 549.170 contained in Chapter 549, Downtown Districts, be and is hereby
repealed.
549.170. - Bicycle facilities in new developments. (a) In general. All developments containing five
hundred thousand (500,000) square feet or more of new or additional gross floor area shall include secure
bicycle parking spaces, shower facilities and clothing storage areas as provided in Table 549-3, Required
Bicycle Facilities. Such facilities shall be for the use of the employees and occupants of the building. Where
a development includes automobile parking spaces that are monitored or are covered or weather
protected, bicycle parking spaces required by this section shall be provided on the same basis. For the
purposes of this section, a secure bicycle parking space shall include a bicycle rack that permits the locking
of the bicycle frame and one (1) wheel to the rack, and that supports the bicycle in a stable position
without damage to wheels, frame or components.
(b) Exceptions. This section shall not apply to buildings used primarily as hotels or for retail or residential
purposes.
Table 549-3 Required Bicycle Facilities
Building Area
Minimum
Required
Facilities

At Least
500,000 sq.
ft.

At Least
750,000 sq.
ft.

At Least
1,000,000 sq.
ft.

At Least
1,250,000 sq.
ft.

At Least
1,500,000 sq.
ft.

Bicycle Parking
Spaces

30

45

60

75

90

Showers*

4

5

6

7

8

Full-Size Lockers*

15

22

30

37

45

*The minimum required shall be distributed between men's and women's facilities.
Section 19. That Section 550.100 contained in Chapter 550, Industrial Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
550.100. - Parking and loading requirements. Parking and loading requirements for uses in the industrial
districts shall be as set forth in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading,
and Mobility.
Section 20. That Section 551.140 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
551.140. - Accessory parking. (a) Location. On-site accessory parking facilities shall be located to the
rear or interior side of the site, within the principal building served, or entirely below grade.
(b) Dimensions. Parking lots shall be limited to not more than forty (40) feet of street frontage, excluding
any required landscaping and screening.
(c) Shared parking. The development of shared parking is encouraged, subject to the provisions of Chapter
541, Off-Street Parking and Loading.
(d) Off-site parking. When off-site parking is allowed as specified in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and
Loading, parking may be located an additional five hundred (500) feet from the use served, subject to the
requirements of Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading, governing the location of off-site parking.
(e) Minimum and maximum number of accessory parking spaces. The minimum off-street parking
requirement for nonresidential uses shall be seventy-five (75) percent of the minimum requirement
specified in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading. The maximum off-street parking allowance for
nonresidential uses shall be seventy-five (75) percent of the maximum allowed as specified in Chapter
541, Off-Street Parking and Loading, provided that a development with one (1) or more nonresidential
uses shall not be restricted to fewer than ten (10) total accessory parking spaces on a zoning lot.
(f) Bicycle parking. Nonresidential uses required to provide bicycle parking by Chapter 541, Off-Street
Parking and Loading, shall provide a minimum of four (4) bicycle parking spaces or one (1) space per two
thousand (2,000) square feet of gross floor area, whichever is greater.

Section 21. That Section 551.150 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
551.150. - Hennepin, Lyndale, Lagoon, and Lake area. The following additional regulations shall govern
development within the contiguous PO Overlay District along Hennepin Avenue, Lyndale Avenue South,
Lagoon Avenue, and Lake Street, as shown on the official zoning map:
(1) Prohibited uses. Principal parking lots shall be prohibited.
(2) Automobile repair, minor. Notwithstanding the general provisions of the pedestrian oriented overlay
district, minor automobile repair is allowed as a conditional use provided the following conditions are
met:
a. The use is allowed in the primary zoning district.
b. All vehicle and material storage occurs entirely within the building or is located entirely to the rear of
the principal structure and is not visible from the public street.
c. Vehicle access doors shall not face Hennepin Avenue, Lyndale Avenue South, Lagoon Avenue or Lake
Street.
(3) Building placement. Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter 552, Built Form Overlay Districts,
minimum front yard requirements shall not apply in office residence and commercial districts, and the
first floor of buildings shall be located not more than eight (8) feet from the front lot line.
(4) Building entrance. On a corner lot, an operational principal entrance shall be located no more than
twenty-five (25) feet from the location where the property lines intersect at the street corner. For a singletenant building on a corner lot or when a single tenant occupies the entire ground floor on a corner lot,
the corner entrance shall be the main entry, meaning the most prominent in size and architectural
expression, and any other public entrance shall be subservient to the main entrance in those terms.
(5) Building alteration. The alteration of an existing building shall not result in a reduction of the existing
number of stories.
(6) Off-street parking. Nonresidential uses shall not be required to provide accessory off-street parking
facilities.
(7) (6) Vehicular access. On a corner lot, curb cuts are prohibited along Hennepin Avenue, Lagoon Avenue,
Lyndale Avenue South, and Lake Street. Where a corner lot is adjacent to two (2) of the streets listed
above, a curb cut may be allowed.
(8) (7) Pedestrian-scaled lighting. Buildings shall contain pedestrian scaled exterior lighting on all streetfacing elevations. Said lighting shall be mounted on the first story, evenly spaced and directed in a manner
that illuminates the ground plane.

Section 22 That Section 551.160 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be and is hereby repealed.
551.160. - Dinkytown area. The following additional regulations shall govern development within the PO
Overlay District in and around the intersection of Fourth Street Southeast and Fourteenth Avenue
Southeast, as shown on the official zoning map:
(1) Off-street parking. Nonresidential uses shall not be required to provide accessory off-street parking
facilities. The minimum off-street parking requirement for multiple-family dwellings shall be seventy (70)
percent of the number specified in the UA University Area Overlay District.
Section 23 That Section 551.155 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be amended and renumbered
to read as follows:
551.155 551.160. - Nicollet Franklin area. The following additional regulations shall govern development
within the PO Overlay District along Nicollet Avenue from 14th Street on the north to the Midtown
Greenway/Hennepin County Regional Railroad Authority right-of-way on the south, and generally from
the alley to the east to the alley on west unless otherwise shown; Franklin Avenue between LaSalle Avenue
and I35W; and 26th Street between Nicollet Avenue and the alley between Stevens Avenue and 2nd
Avenue S., as shown on the official zoning map:
(1) Travel demand management plan. All development containing more than ten thousand (10,000)
square feet of new or additional commercial gross floor area or more than seventy-five (75) residential
units, shall include a travel demand management plan (TDM) that addresses the transportation impacts
of the development on air quality, parking and roadway infrastructure. The planning director, in
consultation with the city engineer, shall conduct the administrative review of the TDM. The planning
director shall recommend to the zoning administrator any mitigating measures deemed reasonably
necessary, who shall include such recommendation as a condition of the issuance of any building permit,
zoning certificate or other approval required by this zoning ordinance or other applicable law. All findings
and decisions of the planning director shall be final, subject to appeal to the city planning commission, as
specified in Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement.
(2) (1) Building alteration or replacement. The alteration of an existing building shall not result in a
reduction of the existing number of stories (e.g., a two-story building shall not be reduced to a one-story
building or be replaced by less than a two-story building).
(3) (2) Corner cuts. New development on the corner of two (2) street rights-of way shall have a setback at
the sidewalk level on the corner of the building. This setback shall be no less than two (2) feet and no
greater than eight (8) feet from the corner of the property.
(4) (3) Linear frontage of one (1) use. No single commercial use in one (1) building shall extend along more
than one hundred twenty (120) linear feet of the first floor façade fronting any street.
(5) (4) Prohibited uses. Principal parking lots shall be prohibited in the Nicollet Franklin area.
(6) Off-street parking. Nonresidential uses shall not be required to provide accessory off-street parking
facilities.

(7) Bicycle parking. Nonresidential uses required to provide bicycle parking by Chapter 541, Off-Street
Parking and Loading, shall provide a minimum of four (4) bicycle parking spaces or one (1) space per two
thousand (2,000) square feet of gross floor area, whichever is greater. Public bicycle parking spaces may
contribute to compliance with required bicycle parking when located adjacent to the property in question.
(8) (5) Off-site parking. Notwithstanding any other provision to the contrary, off-site parking serving
nonresidential uses in the Nicollet Franklin area may be located in any commercial or downtown district
and may be located in the residence and office residence districts. In the residence and office residence
districts the off-site parking area shall be accessory to an institutional or public use and shall be existing
on May 1, 2013.
(9) Vehicular access. Curb cuts for vehicles shall be consolidated wherever possible. In the case of a corner
lot, curb cuts shall be discouraged along Nicollet Avenue.
(10) (6) Site plan review requirements. The minimum landscaping requirement for all uses subject to site
plan review under Chapter 530, Site Plan Review, shall be increased to not less than thirty (30) percent of
the site not occupied by buildings. The city planning commission may approve exceptions to this
requirement upon finding that the proposal will allow a site plan of exceptional design that includes
amenities such as public seating, public art, green walls, an outdoor plaza or transit shelter, that will
enhance the area or that is more consistent with the character of the area or where the planning
commission finds that strict adherence to the requirements is impractical because of site location or
conditions.
(11) Off-street parking dimensions. Parking lots shall be limited to not more than forty (40) feet of street
frontage, excluding any required landscaping or screening.
Section 24. That Section 551.165 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be and is hereby repealed.
551.165. - Stadium Village area. The following additional regulations shall govern development within
the PO Overlay District in and around the intersection of Washington Avenue Southeast and Oak Street
Southeast, west of Huron Boulevard, as shown on the official zoning map:
(1) Off-street parking. Nonresidential uses shall not be required to provide accessory off-street parking
facilities.
Section 25. That Section 551.180 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
551.180. - Transit station areas. (a) The following additional regulations shall govern development within
PO Overlay Districts in and around the following existing or proposed transit stations, as shown on the
official zoning maps:
Cedar-Riverside LRT Station
Franklin Avenue LRT Station
Lake Street/Midtown LRT Station
38th Street LRT Station
46th Street LRT Station
50th Street/Minnehaha Park LRT Station

VA Medical Center LRT Station
West Bank LRT Station
Stadium Village LRT Station
Prospect Park LRT Station
(1) Prohibited uses. The following uses shall be prohibited in the PO Overlay District:
a. Self-service storage.
b. Commercial parking lots, including the expansion of any existing commercial parking lot.
c. The conversion of any accessory parking lot to a commercial parking lot.
(2) Wholesaling, warehousing and distribution; furniture moving and storage. Uses shall be limited to
thirty thousand (30,000) square feet of gross floor area.
(3) Off-street parking.
a. Multiple-family dwellings. The minimum off-street parking requirement for multiple-family dwellings in
close proximity to frequent transit service may be reduced as authorized by Chapter 541, Off-Street
Parking and Loading, except in the following transit station areas, where the minimum off-street parking
requirement for multiple-family dwellings shall be seventy (70) percent of the number specified in the UA
University Area Overlay District: Cedar-Riverside, West Bank, Stadium Village, and Prospect Park.
Section 26. That Section 551.400 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
551.400. - Purpose. The TP Transitional Parking Overlay District is established to allow parking lots for
passenger automobiles in residence and office residence districts when adjacent to a zoning district in
need of additional parking for customers and employees that does not meet the requirements of Chapter
541, Off-Street Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Mobility.
Section 27. That Section 551.430 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
551.430. - Conditional uses. In addition to the conditional uses allowed in the primary zoning district, the
following conditional uses may be allowed in the TP Overlay District, subject to the provisions of Chapter
525, Administration and Enforcement.
(1) Parking lot, serving customers and employees only. Parking lots for customer and employee
automobiles may be located in the TP Overlay District, subject to Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and
Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Mobility, and the following standards:

a. The parcel on which the parking lot is located shall have a side lot line that abuts the zoning district
served or shall be part of the zoning lot served.

Figure 551-1 Eligible Location of TP Overlay District
b. The width of the parking lot shall not exceed seventy-five (75) feet.

c. The use of the parking lot shall be restricted to the parking of passenger automobiles only. No
commercial vehicles shall be parked or stored.
d. The parking lot shall be closed with a secured gate or other appropriate mechanism between the hours
of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., except as specifically authorized by the conditional use permit.
e. The parking lot shall at no time be used for outdoor sales, display or storage.
f. Each entrance to and exit from such parking lot shall be located at least twenty (20) feet from any
adjacent property located in a residence or office residence district.
g. The parking lot shall be landscaped and screened pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 530, Site Plan
Review.
(2) Access to commercial or industrial districts. Driveways, walkways or other access to land in a
commercial or industrial district may be located in the TP Overlay District, subject to Chapter 541, OffStreet Parking and Loading Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Mobility, and the following:
a. The parcel on which the access area is located shall have a side lot line that abuts the zoning district
served or shall be part of the zoning lot served.
b. No commercial vehicles shall use such access area.
c. The access area shall be closed with a secured gate or other appropriate mechanism between the hours
of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., except as specifically authorized by the conditional use permit.
d. The access area shall at no time be used for outdoor sales, display or storage.
e. The access area shall be located at least twenty (20) feet from any adjacent property located in a
residence or office residence district.
f. The access area shall be landscaped and screened pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 530, Site Plan
Review.
Section 28. That Section 551.730 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
551.730. - Purpose. The DP Downtown Parking Overlay District is established to preserve significant and
useful buildings and to protect the unique character of the downtown area and the mixed-use downtown
neighborhoods by restricting the establishment or expansion of surface parking lots and establishing
certain minimum and maximum off-street parking standards in the downtown area.
Section 29. That Section 551.765 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be and is hereby repealed.
551.765. - Specific Off-Street Parking Requirements. Except in the downtown districts, uses located in
the DP Overlay District shall be subject to the maximum parking requirements specified in Table 541-1,
Specific Off-Street Parking Requirements, and the bicycle parking requirements in Table 541-3, Bicycle
Parking Requirements, and shall further be subject to the following off-street parking requirements:

(1) Residential uses. Development projects with ten (10) or more dwelling units or rooming units shall
provide no more than one and seven-tenths (1.7) spaces per unit. Development projects with fewer than
ten (10) dwelling units or rooming units shall provide no more than two (2) spaces per unit. Accessible
spaces required for residential uses by the Minnesota State Building Code and visitor parking spaces
required by this chapter shall not count toward the maximum parking requirement. Off-site parking up to
five hundred (500) feet away shall be permitted, subject to the off-site parking provisions of Chapter 541,
Off-Street Parking and Loading.
a. Visitor parking. Multiple-family dwellings of fifty (50) or more units that provide off-street parking for
residents shall also provide designated visitor parking at a ratio of not less than one (1) visitor space per
fifty (50) dwelling units.
(2) Hotels. One (1) space per three (3) guest rooms plus parking equal to twenty (20) percent of the
capacity of persons for affiliated uses such as dining or meeting rooms.
(3) C3A district, central riverfront. Nonresidential uses located in the C3A district in that portion of the
central riverfront located between Hennepin Avenue and I-35W and between Washington Avenue and
the Mississippi River shall not be required to provide accessory off-street parking facilities.
(4) All other uses. All other uses shall provide not less than one (1) parking space for each four thousand
(4,000) square feet of gross floor area in excess of four thousand (4,000) square feet. The four (4) space
minimum parking requirement in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading, shall not apply. Off-site
parking up to five hundred (500) feet away shall be permitted, subject to the off-site parking provisions
of Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading.
Section 30. That the definition for “Bedroom” contained in Section 551.1310 of Chapter 551, Overlay
Districts, be amended to read as follows:
551.1310. - Definitions. As used in this article, the following definitions shall mean:
Bedroom. For the purpose of the UA University Area Overlay District, a bedroom shall be defined as any
space that can operate as a sleeping area within a dwelling unit that is separated from open areas of the
dwelling unit by interior walls, is greater than seventy (70) square feet, and is located along an exterior
wall. Areas dedicated to other functions may be classified as bedrooms as determined by the zoning
administrator. Studio and efficiency units, which have no internal walls separating living and sleeping
spaces, will be considered to have one (1) bedroom. In single-, two-, and three-family dwellings and cluster
developments located in the Interior 1 and Interior 2 built form overlay districts, a bedroom greater than
one hundred fifty (150) square feet shall be counted as two (2) bedrooms and every additional one
hundred (100) square feet or fraction thereof shall count as an additional bedroom.
Section 31. That Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended by
adding thereto a new Section 551.1315 to read as follows:
551.1315. – Maximum bedroom count for single-, two-, and three-family dwellings and cluster
developments. In the Interior 1 and Interior 2 Built Form Overlay Districts, single-, two-, and three-family
dwellings and cluster developments shall be limited to no more than nine (9) total bedrooms in any
principal structure.

Section 32. That Section 551.1320 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
551.1320. - Off-street parking location. (a) Minimum number of off-street parking spaces. The minimum
off-street parking requirement for residential uses shall be one-half (½) parking space per bedroom. For
the purpose of this ordinance, an efficiency dwelling unit shall be considered equivalent to a one (1)
bedroom dwelling unit in calculating the minimum parking requirement. Parking reductions allowed in
the PO Pedestrian Oriented Overlay District shall be applied after calculating parking based on this
provision. Accessory dwelling units shall not have a minimum off-street parking requirement.
(b) Location. Off-street parking for single- and two-family dwellings and multiple-family dwellings having
three (3) or four (4) dwelling units, shall be located entirely within the rear twenty-five (25) feet of the lot.
Lots providing at least one (1) parking space in a detached accessory structure are not subject to this
standard.
(c) Dimensions. Off-street parking for single- and two-family dwellings, multiple-family dwellings having
three (3) or four (4) dwelling units, and intentional communities shall comply with the following standards:
(1) One hundred (100) percent of the required parking spaces may be provided as compact spaces.
(2) Parking lots of one (1) or more spaces that encroach into the required interior side yard shall provide
landscaping and screening not less than three (3) feet in height consistent with the provisions of section
530.170 of this ordinance.
(3) Surface parking areas in the rear twenty-five (25) feet of the lot shall have an interior side yard of not
less than two (2) feet.
(4) Surface parking areas shall have a rear yard of not less than two (2) feet. The rear yard may be reduced
to zero (0) feet where adjacent to an alley.
(5) Parking lots shall be defined by durable curbing material that allows for on-site drainage of stormwater
runoff and discourages parking of vehicles on landscaped areas of a lot.
(6) Lots providing at least one (1) parking space in a detached accessory structure are not subject to
standards (1) through (4) above.
Off-street parking for residential uses with up to three (3) units, when located in a surface lot, shall be
located entirely within the rear twenty-five (25) feet of the lot when an alley is present. When no alley is
present, surface parking shall be limited to the rear forty (40) feet of the lot.
Section 33. That Section 551.1330 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
551.1330. - Bicycle and motorized scooter parking. (a) In general. Residential uses shall provide at least
one (1) bicycle or motorized scooter parking space per one (1) bedroom. At least ninety (90) percent of
the required parking shall comply with the standards for long-term bicycle parking in Chapter 541,
Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Mobility. Such bicycle or motorized scooter parking space shall not be

located in any required yard or between the principal building and a public street, except as allowed in
Table 535-1, Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards.
(b) Bicycle and motorized scooter parking incentive. A multiple-family dwelling having three (3) or four (4)
dwelling units that provides an enhanced shelter with space dedicated solely for bicycle or motorized
scooter parking shall be granted a reduction in the off-street parking requirement of no more than one
(1) space if the shelter complies with the following standards:
(1) Notwithstanding Chapter 537, Accessory Uses and Structures, the enhanced shelter shall not be
located in any required yard.
(2) The enhanced shelter shall not be located between the principal building and a public street.
(3) The enhanced shelter shall be enclosed on at least three (3) sides and covered to adequately protect
bicycles from the elements.
(4) The enhanced shelter shall utilize primary exterior materials that match the primary exterior materials
of the principal structure.
Section 34. That Section 551.1340 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be and is hereby repealed.
551.1340. - Shared vehicles. A multiple-family dwelling having three (3) or four (4) dwelling units that
provides one (1) passenger automobile for common use by residents shall be granted a reduction in the
off-street parking requirement of three (3) spaces provided the following standards are met:
(1) A shared automobile may not be counted toward a parking requirement for more than one (1) building
or property.
(2) The property must participate in a car sharing program that complies with program requirements
determined by the zoning administrator.
Section 35. That Section 551.1380 contained in Chapter 551, Overlay Districts, be amended to read as
follows:
551.1380. - Conditional uses. In addition to the conditional uses allowed in the primary zoning district, an
overnight shelter may be allowed as a conditional use in the DS Overlay District, subject to the provisions
of Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement, and the following:
(1) The overnight shelter shall be located on a zoning lot of at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet.
(2) The overnight shelter shall be located at least one thousand (1,000) feet from all existing principal
overnight shelters.
(3) The total number of shelter guests shall not exceed three hundred-fifty (350) persons.
(4) Parking and loading shall be provided as approved by conditional use permit.

(5) (4) Back-lighted signs, back-lighted awnings, portable signs, temporary signs and freestanding signs
shall be prohibited.
(6) (5) To the extent practical, all new construction or additions to existing buildings shall be compatible
with the scale and character of the surroundings, and exterior building materials shall be harmonious with
other buildings in the area.
(7) (6) An appropriate transition area between the use and adjacent property shall be provided by
landscaping, screening and other site improvements consistent with the character of the area.
(8) (7) Shelter guests shall be provided with an enclosed waiting area one (1) hour prior to opening each
evening, except when the shelter accepts guests by appointment only or is open twenty-four (24) hours
per day.
(9) (8) The operator shall submit a management plan for the facility, and a floor plan showing sleeping
areas, emergency exits, bathing and restrooms.
(10) (9) The premises, all adjacent streets, sidewalks and alleys, and all sidewalks and alleys within one
hundred (100) feet shall be inspected regularly for purposes of removing any litter found thereon.
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SECTION 1: BACKGROUND
SUBJECT:
Zoning Code Text Amendment: Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Mobility

WHO PARTICIPATED IN COMPLETING THIS ANALYSIS?
Joe Bernard and Rattana Sengsoulichanh

IS THIS ANALYSIS FOR A NEW OR UPDATED?
Ordinance

DOES THIS IMPACT ONE OF THE CITY’S GOAL AREAS?
Built Form & Transportation, Environmental Justice

WHAT IS THE DESIRED OUTCOME FOR THIS ORDINANCE, AMENDMENT, OR POLICY?
Council Member Gordon and Council Member Fletcher introduced an ordinance on July 17, 2020, to
amend regulations for off-street parking and loading and travel demand management (TDM) practices.
The intent of these amendments is to implement policy guidance in Minneapolis 2040 that calls for the
elimination of off-street parking minimums, and re-evaluation of parking maximums to align with city
goals. Minneapolis 2040 and the Transportation Action Plan also call for the creation and
implementation of new TDM strategies for development that should apply to more projects than they
do today. Finally, these same documents call for right-sizing of the city’s loading requirements to better
reflect the needs of business in a changing economy and built environment.

SECTION 2: DATA
LIST THE SPECIFIC GEOGRPAHIES THAT WILL BE IMPACTED AND THE RACIAL DEMOGRPAHICS
OF CONSTITUENTS IN THOSE AREAS:
This zoning code text amendment will apply to developments on parcels citywide. This will include
areas such as neighborhood interiors, corridors, production/employment areas, downtown, and areas
that are served by high-frequency transit.
According to 2015-2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates, the race and ethnic breakdown of residents is: 18.9
percent Black or African American, 1.1 percent are American Indian, 5.9 percent are Asian, 9.6 percent
are Hispanic or Latino, and 63.6 percent are white.

WHAT DOES AVAILABLE DATA TELL YOU ABOUT HOW CONSTITUENTS FROM BIPOC
COMMUNITIES CURRENTLY RELATE TO THE DESIRED OUTCOME COMPARED TO WHITE
CONSTITUENTS?
Parking and mobility have a large influence on the physical environment which impacts transportation,
community health, and the built and natural environment. One of the largest impacts of transportation
on the environment is greenhouse gas emissions, which contribute to climate change and results in
extreme weather events. In 2015, on-road transportation accounted for 26 percent of the city’s
greenhouse gas emissions. These emissions along with other air pollutants has a cumulative effect on
human health that can result in serious health problems such as heart attack, asthma, high blood
pressure, lung conditions, and low birth weights.
The cost of owning and maintaining a vehicle also has an impact on housing costs which proportionately
has a greater burden on BIPOC households. The cost of developing parking which is included as part of
development costs are often passed on to households who are purchasing or paying for housing.
According to 2014 HUD Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy 5-Year Estimates, across the
entire city 37% of all households in Minneapolis are housing cost-burdened, in which households are
spending at least 30 percent of their incomes on housing costs. When broken down by race, 50 percent
of all Black and American Indian households, and over 45 percent of Hispanic households in
Minneapolis, are cost-burdened. The burden of rising housing costs and the impacts of parking has
disproportionately impacted BIPOC communities in Minneapolis.

WHAT DATA IS UNAVAILABLE OR MISSING? HOW CAN YOU OBTAIN ADDITIONAL DATA?
Data on housing, transportation, community health, climate, and the natural environment are generally
available. Staff will continue to work on data collection and analysis that supports evaluation of this
zoning code text amendment, which will include tracking permitting data and ongoing compliance of
approved travel demand management plans.

SECTION 3: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
USING THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (IAP2) PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION SPECTRUM, WHICH PARTICIPATION STRATEGY(S) WAS USED WHEN ENGAGING
THOSE WHO WOULD BE MOST IMPACTED?
Inform and Consult

DESCRIBE THE ENGAGEMENT AND WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED?
The zoning code text amendment is informed by previous Minneapolis 2040 outreach and policies, as
well as the Transportation Action Plan and the Climate Action Plan policies. Minneapolis 2040 was a
result of over two years of engagement with the people of Minneapolis including over 100 meetings and
conversations with thousands of residents, business owners, and others. This include multiple open
houses, small focus group conversations with BIPOC communities, in-person conversations at street
festivals, and opportunities to engage online.
Staff heard that as the city grows and works to accommodate more residents and jobs in the city, the
plan should be centered on eliminating racial disparities. These goals include a future that is resilient to
climate change, a clean environment through environmental justice, and eliminating disparities is

housing, health, safety, and opportunity. This zoning code text amendment implements the action steps
of Minneapolis 2040 and the Transportation Action Plan of updating the travel demand management
strategies and parking ordinance reform.
Through the drafting of this zoning code text amendment staff has targeted outreach to the
development community via GovDelivery, meetings with key stakeholders in the transportation field,
and interdepartmental (Public Works, CPED Divisions, Coordinator’s Office) and Interagency (Metro
Transit, Move Minneapolis, etc.) outreach. Staff has presented at the following boards and commissions
to seek input on the zoning code text amendment:
•
•
•
•
•
•

City Planning Commission Committee of the Whole – August 20, 2020 and March 11, 2021
Community Environmental Advisory Commission – March 17, 2021
Minneapolis Advisory Committee on Housing – March 11, 2021
Minneapolis Advisory Committee on People with Disabilities – March 17, 2021
Bicycle Advisory Committee – September 23, 2020; March 24, 2021
Pedestrian Advisory Committee – November 4, 2020; April 7, 2021

Feedback from the development community and interdepartmental stakeholders included support for
expanding the number and of variety of projects that would trigger the Travel Demand Management
requirements, de-emphasizing traffic studies, and the proposed list of TMD strategies. Metro Transit
expressed support for transit-related strategies that resulted in more transit use which include posting
of real-time transit information. Public Works staff expressed how updated regulations to curb cuts and
access to property coupled with the drafted strategies can support pedestrian, bicycle, and transitoriented design of the right-of-way.
Feedback from the boards and commissions included support and interest for more specificity for
bicycling parking such as consideration for the variety of bicycles, electric charging, and long-term
bicycle parking. Some stakeholders raised concern about the financial impacts of the requirement of
electric vehicle charging infrastructure on affordable housing projects, but also recognized the
importance of ensuring that affordable housing projects have access to this infrastructure in the long
run. The Minneapolis Advisory Committee on People with Disabilities expressed concern about how the
elimination of parking minimums could have a negative impact on the number of accessible spaces
available in the future.

SECTION 4: ANALYSIS
HOW DOES THE OUTCOME FOR THIS ORDINANCE, AMENDMENT, OR POLICY HELP THE CITY
ACHIEVE RACIAL EQUITY?
The city’s transportation system is interconnected with how the city is shaped, and ultimately influences
how residents and workers choose to travel. Personal automobile use has come with a cost that is borne
by households as part of development costs and the environment. This zoning code text amendment
has the impact of advancing racial equity through reducing housing costs, reducing automobile’s
environmental impacts, and expanding access to transportation modes and technologies across
Minneapolis through the physical patterns of development.

Housing affordability is one of the largest concerns about housing that BIPOC residents face. The cost of
development includes costs such as the building, and parking lots and structures that have a large
impact on the cost of development, which is passed on to renters and homeowners to recoup the cost
of development. According to the Victoria Transport Policy Institute, the requirement of one off-street
parking space as part of a multifamily development can increase development costs by 12.5%. These
development cost increases have a proportionately larger impact on BIPOC households which are
already disproportionately cost-burdened by housing. By eliminating parking requirements new housing
development can reduce overall project costs by providing less or zero parking. The elimination of
parking minimums also provides regulatory relief for small businesses, allowing them to more easily
locate in areas where it may be difficult to provide parking – such as in existing older building stock. The
removal of required off-street parking minimums means the removal of the regulatory burden and the
savings from capital costs of building parking.
Automobile use has an adverse impact on the environment through vehicle emissions. Greenhouse gas
emissions contribute to an increase in extreme weather events, and negatively impact natural
resources, and air, water and soil quality. In 2015, on-road transportation accounts for 26 percent of the
city’s greenhouse gas emissions. Vehicle emissions degrade air quality and have a disparate impact on
people living near busy streets and highways; leading to increases in cases of asthma, heart attacks, and
other negative health outcomes. This disproportionately impacts neighborhoods with high volume
roadways such as highways and interstates, which often bisect communities of color. While the
reduction of automobile usage does not reverse these harms, it does advance the City’s climate action
goals as part of the work of achieving environmental justice.
The Travel Demand Management ordinance is one of the key regulations to support the City’s
transportation policies and to ensure that larger developments and uses with high-travel impacts can
invest in strategies to prioritize walking, biking, and transit. The combination of transportation and
housing costs has resulted in BIPOC households dedicating a large portion of their income to these
expenses. The TDM ordinance includes a list of strategies such as the transit fare provision and transit
fare subsidy, in which the building owner or management company provides unlimited-ride transit
passes or transit pass subsidies to residents. The direct investment in transit passes will provide a direct
benefit to BIPOC, low-income, and transit-dependent households with access to transit without having
to absorb the whole cost of that transportation expense. This strategy also provides an incentive for
people that already driver to take fewer car trips, which can result in fewer vehicle gas emissions.
The transition to electrical vehicles is part of the strategy to reduce vehicle emissions and transportation
impacts on the environment. As more electric vehicle technology becomes more readily available it will
result in a growing percentage of automobiles in the city. This will require the infrastructure to support
the ongoing maintenance of this technology including electric vehicle charging stations. While the
capital costs of these charging stations may increase housing production costs, there are other elements
of the zoning code change that should offset those costs. The technology should still be made available
as part of destinations of trips throughout the day such as commercial and office uses. This will serve
residents who own electric vehicles, but do not have the charging stations readily available at home.
Just having these new transportation technologies available alone in communities of color does not
achieve racial equity. These amendments work in conjunction with land use planning to connect people
with where they live towards closing the gap to where people are traveling for trips such as for

shopping, work, or school. This will require continued coordination and comprehensive investments in a
transportation network that serves the region, the efficient development of land with uses that don’t
require trips that travel long distances, and eliminating additional barriers for communities of color to
accessing these new transportation technologies.

SECTION 5: EVALUATION
HOW WILL IMPACTS BE MEASURED? WHAT ARE THE SUCCESS INDICATORS AND PROCESS
BENCHMARKS?
The City will continue to track permitted off-street parking and on-site bicycle parking data as part of
new development. As part of this zoning code text amendment projects that are subject to the travel
demand management ordinance are required to report back to the City every two years to confirm
ongoing compliance with the required strategies, and include documentation that will help the City track
its progress on its travel mode split and greenhouse gas emission reduction goals.

HOW WILL THOSE WHO ARE IMPACTED BE INFORMED OF PROGRESS OVER TIME?
The City will continue to track its progress on its mode split and greenhouse gas emission reduction
goals with reports that are publicly available on the City’s Office of Sustainability website.

Bernard, Joseph A.
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dan Myers <cdanmyers@gmail.com>
Sunday, April 04, 2021 12:20 PM
Jenkins, Andrea; Bernard, Joseph A.
[EXTERNAL] Eliminate Parking Minimums

Dear Councilmember Jenkins,
I'm writing in support of proposed changes that will eliminate parking minimums for new development across the city.
Parking minimums unnecessarily raise the cost of new housing, making it difficult to build affordable housing and forcing
those without cars to subsidize those with cars. Parking minimums also encourage driving, harming air quality and
producing greenhouse gasses.
I hope that you will support the removal of parking minimums and also support other policies that will stop subsidizing
cars over other, more environmentally friendly and equitable modes of transportation.
Best,
Charles Myers
4307 Lyndale Ave S
[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening links or
attachments.
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Bernard, Joseph A.
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Nicole Weiler <nicole.weiler@gmail.com>
Thursday, April 01, 2021 6:46 AM
Bernard, Joseph A.; Bender, Lisa; Erazmus, Kristina; Pennington, D'Ana M.
aisha@aishaforward10.com
[EXTERNAL] Less Parking, More Homes. I support Parking Reform.

Good morning Council President Bender and my old friend Joe,
I'm writing you this morning in support of the proposed changes to parking minimums.
I'm a renter in Whittier, the densest renting neighborhood in the city, and I support more housing and less parking. We
cannot keep prioritizing resting places for unused vehicles while our neighbors struggle unhoused and rents continue to
skyrocket.
Because I know we are all on the same page with this, as we are all avid bicycle enthusiasts with deep care for ensuring
we are taking creative approaches to our housing crisis, I won't go too far with my spiel.
Thank you for the work you're doing. Please champion these changes.
Warmly,
Nicole

Nicole Weiler
Pronouns: She/Her(s)
Let's get in touch:
Email: nicole.weiler@gmail.com
Mobile: 612‐382‐7650
About me: nicoleweiler.com
Hire me: stancehappen.com
[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening links or
attachments.
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Bernard, Joseph A.
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Jones <katiejonesschmitt@gmail.com>
Friday, April 02, 2021 1:42 PM
Bernard, Joseph A.; Bender, Lisa
[EXTERNAL] Minneapolis Parking Reform

Hello,
I'm writing to submit a formal comment regarding the Zoning Code Text Amendment: Off‐Street Parking, Loading, and
Mobility. I support updating the zoning code to remove parking minimums city‐wide.
In a city with limited available land, parking minimums put undue pressure on the use of land that drives up the cost of
housing and incentivizes more driving and cars on the road. With air pollution disproportionately affecting BIPOC and
low income community members as well as the need to mitigate climate change, it is time to rebalance our
transportation options. In a densifying city, we need to reprioritize land use to its highest and best use and focus on
more efficient modes of travel, which are more accessible for more people and that create safer, more attractive and
inviting communities.
Thank you,
Katie Jones
2219 Bryant Ave S.
Minneapolis, MN 55405
[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening links or
attachments.
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Bernard, Joseph A.
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alicia Valenti <alicianvalenti@gmail.com>
Saturday, April 03, 2021 11:40 AM
Osman, Jamal; Bernard, Joseph A.
[EXTERNAL] Parking Requirements Ordinance Input

Good morning!
I am writing in strong support of the proposed zoning ordinance change addressing parking requirements and TDM.
Requiring a minimum level of parking is expensive and makes it difficult to build affordable housing, which Minneapolis
acutely needs at the moment. Parking is expensive, and providing "free" parking forces people without cars to subsidize
car infrastructure and makes it easier to drive, thereby increasing traffic and the resulting air pollution.
Additionally, we have limited land in Minneapolis, and when we use it for parking we can't use it for homes, grocery
stores, parks or any other community‐oriented use. Requiring parking makes neighborhoods less walkable and less
welcoming. The new TDM strategy will make it easier for residents of new buildings to bike, walk and take transit, which
will help reduce carbon emissions, improve air quality and enhance sustainability in line with City and County stated
goals. I urge you to vote in favor of this amendment to help us move toward more a sustainable, just and vibrant
Minneapolis.
Thank you!
‐‐

Alicia Valenti (she/her)
850.517.7184
[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening links or
attachments.
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Bernard, Joseph A.
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

David Blomquist <ddblomquist@gmail.com>
Monday, April 05, 2021 9:05 AM
Bernard, Joseph A.
[EXTERNAL] strongly support proposed parking reform ordinances

Dear Joe Bernard,
Parking minimum requirements are detrimental to our city's goals of housing affordability and mitigating climate
breakdown. I am strongly in favor of the proposed changes that eliminate car parking minimums and apply maximums
to many new buildings, along with the requirements around bike facilities.
In addition to helping with housing affordability and reducing vehicle miles traveled, requiring less parking will also help
Minneapolis to have more vitality on its streets. Parking structures and parking lots are harmful to the streetscape and
do not live up to the standards that we should hold ourselves to.
Thank you for drafting forward‐thinking ordinances. I ask the Planning Commission and City Council to adopt the
ordinances.
Dave Blomquist
St. Anthony West resident
[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening links or
attachments.
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Bernard, Joseph A.
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gabe Ormsby <gabeo@bitstream.net>
Sunday, April 04, 2021 2:55 PM
Bernard, Joseph A.; Jenkins, Andrea
[EXTERNAL] Support proposed changes to minimum parking requirements

Dear Mr Bernard and Ms Jenkins,
I am writing to express my support of proposed language to amend Minneapolis City Code to eliminate car parking
minimum requirements city‐wide. The current parking minimums encourage care travel and traffic, and push the cost of
excess parking to consumers and residents. Eliminating these minimum requirements, as is under consideration, will be
a gain for equity, livability, and sustainability for our city.
Thank you,
Gabe Ormsby
3740 Blaisdell Ave
Minneapolis MN 55409
‐‐
Gabe Ormsby
home/mobile 612‐872‐7283
work 612‐626‐3424
[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening links or
attachments.
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Bernard, Joseph A.
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Erika von Kampen <evonkampen0@gmail.com>
Monday, April 05, 2021 12:16 PM
Bernard, Joseph A.; Palmisano, Linea
[EXTERNAL] Supporting amendments to off-street parking regulations

Dear Mr. Bernard and Councilmember Palmisano,
I'm writing in support of CM Gordon and CM Fletcher's proposed amendments to the city's off‐street parking
regulations. These changes will enable more, denser, and more affordable development, while encouraging alternative
transportation modes that are needed for our climate and livability goals.
Thank you for your consideration,
Erika von Kampen
4519 Bryant Ave S, Apt 2
Minneapolis, MN 55419
[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening links or
attachments.
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Bicycle Advisory Committee Resolution
To:

Minneapolis City Council, Minneapolis Public Works

From:

Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee

Date:

March 24, 2021

Subject: Travel Demand Management/Parking
Travel Demand Management/Parking
The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee strongly supports the Parking, Loading and
Mobility Zoning Code Text Amendment. Specifically, the BAC strongly supports many of
the details of the policy as proposed: removing vehicle parking minimums, reducing
vehicle parking maximums, increasing bicycle parking minimums, increasing the
required provision of bicycle storage, lockers, and shower facilities, and creating a travel
demand management regulatory system that will incentivize what we actually want,
which is reducing trips by car.

Pedestrian Advisory Committee Resolution
To:

Minneapolis City Council, Minneapolis Public Works

From:

Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Date:

November 4, 2020

Subject: Parking & TDM Ordinances
Parking & TDM Ordinances
The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee strongly supports changes to City’s
Transportation Demand Management Ordinance and Parking and Loading Ordinance.
Minimizing parking, and shifting parking to hourly or daily parking, are incredibly
important strategies to ensure that driving is not incentivized over walking and biking.
The PAC especially supports the following actions:
• Eliminate minimum parking requirements citywide for all uses
• Expand the implementation area for parking maximums to be citywide and not
just in downtown
• Require that parking costs be unbundled from property costs, in particular as a
measure that also advances the City’s equity goals
• Require and/or conduct an annual survey of building commuter habits
• In addition, the City should:
• Require snow removal, require transit fare subsidies, and provide TDM
information on-site to residents through real-time information sharing.
• Require that all city-owned parking be billed as hourly. Removing daily, monthly
or yearly parking contracts will encourage users to shift behavior more rapidly
• Reserve parking to for electric vehicles and free abundant spaces for bikes
• Develop clear accountability mechanisms for sites that fail to deliver on the items
in their TDM plans
• Explore mechanisms to have similar impacts to existing parking and/or
development, such as licensing.
• Require that all parking spots be available for non-parking uses, for the same
cost.
For reasonable accommodations or alternative formats please contact the Public Works Department at
PAC@minneapolismn.gov. People who are deaf or hard of hearing can use a relay service to call 311 at
612-673-3000. TTY users call 612-673-2157 or 612-673-2626. Para asistencia 612-673-2700 - Rau kev
pab 612-673-2800 - Hadii aad Caawimaad u baahantahay 612-673-3500.

Bicycle Advisory Committee Resolution
To:

Minneapolis City Council, Minneapolis Public Works

From:

Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee

Date:

September 23, 2020

Subject: TDM Ordinance
TDM Ordinance
The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee strongly supports changes to City’s TDM
Ordinance and Parking and Loading Ordinance. Minimizing parking, and shifting parking to
hourly or daily parking, are incredibly important strategies to ensure that driving is not
unduly incentivized over walking and biking.
The City should significantly lower the thresholds to require that a building development
complete a TDM plan, as well as expand the geographic scope of TDM and parking
ordinances, in order to impact the maximum number of developments and parking areas.
The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee strongly supports the TDM practices being
considered, and especially supports the following actions as compulsory:
• Elimination of minimum parking requirements citywide for all uses
• Implement parking maximums citywide that reflect mode-shift goals around
walking, bicycling, and transit
• Require that parking costs be unbundled from property costs, in particular as a
measure that also advances the City’s equity goals
• Require and/or conduct an annual survey of building commuter habits
In addition, the City should:
• Require a higher standard of snow removal, require transit fare subsidies, and
provide TDM information on-site to residents through real-time information
sharing. While they are not necessarily the most high-impact TDM strategies, they
improve the quality of experience for people who walk and bike and should be a
priority as they improve accessibility as well as options for people with low incomes.
• Shift city-owned parking to be billed as hourly or daily. Removing the sunk costs of
monthly and yearly parking contracts will encourage more users to shift behavior
more rapidly
• Reserve high proportion of planned parking for electric vehicles to helping the City
towards achieving its climate action goals.

• Ensure that commercial and residential TDM requirements consider both the
audience of primary users (residents and employees) as well as secondary users
(guests or customers), including adding requirements for both short-term and longterm bicycle parking
• Develop clear accountability mechanisms for sites that fail to deliver on the items in
their TDM plans
• Explore mechanisms to have similar impacts existing parking and/or development,
such as licensing

