
American Rescue Plan Act Proposal Round 2 

Proposal Title: Shelter Capital Improvements 

Goal Area: Housing/Homelessness 

Implementing Department: CPED 

2022 Dollar Amount: $2.5 million 

Problem Statement: During the pandemic, the City of Minneapolis and Hennepin County have worked 
together to provide funding to allow shelters to remain open 24 hours per day, seven days per work, 
and to make updates to improve the health and safety of the emergency shelter system. Additional 
capital improvements are needed in emergency shelters to mitigate COVID-19 effects and to maintain 
the health and safety of the emergency shelter system.    

 
Proposed Action Summary: This funding would contribute City funds toward a joint pool with Hennepin 
County to fund necessary modifications to and expenditures at emergency homeless shelters to mitigate 
COVID-19 effects and enable compliance with COVID-19 public health precautions. 

 
Proposed Action Detail: Hennepin County has made up to $5 million available in ARPA funds for shelter 
capital improvements and capital improvements at Board and Lodge facilities. The City’s $2.5 million in 
funding will be used exclusively for shelter capital improvements in Minneapolis. The City and County 
will issue a joint Request for Proposal (RFP) and will include people with lived experience of 
homelessness and experience with the shelter system in the selection process. 

 
Staffing: Funds will be implemented by existing CPED staff. 
 
Equity Impact: Black, Indigenous and People of Color households experience homelessness at a rate 
that is disproportionate to their share of the population in Minneapolis and Hennepin County. According 
to the 2018 Wilder Research study on homelessness, 49% of single adults experiencing homelessness in 
Hennepin County identified as Black or African American, but only 13.8% of the population in Hennepin 
County is Black or African American according to the U.S. Census. Similarly, according to Wilder 
Research, 15% of people experiencing homelessness identified as American Indian, while only 1% of the 
population of Hennepin County identifies as American Indian.   

 
Results: Hennepin County maintains regular data on shelter usage and exits from shelter into 
permanent housing.  
 
Budget detail - Low-Level Department Code: 8900220 
Account Code (s) for all non-personnel spending and amounts: 801500  


