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The following actions were taken by the Heritage Preservation Committee on October 10, 2017.  The Heritage 
Preservation Committee’s decisions on items are final subject to a ten calendar day appeal period. 

Commissioners: Ms. Diana Dyste, Ms. Laura Faucher, Ms. Laurel Fritz, Ms. Barbara Howard, Ms. Susan Hunter 
Weir, Ms. Ginny Lackovic, Ms. Linda Mack, Mr. Dan Olson, Mr. Ian Stade and Ms. Madelyn Sundberg 

Commissioners absent: Faucher, Lackovic, Mack, Stade 

Committee Clerk: Fatimat Porter 612.673.3153 
 

ITEM SUMMARY 

Description: 

Item #3 
2501 Columbus Avenue, Ward 6 
Staff report by Catherine Sandlund, PLAN4011 

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the Heritage 
Preservation Commission and City Council adopt staff findings for the designation of the Messiah Lutheran 
Church located at 2501Columbus Avenue South as a local landmark: 

A. Landmark Designation 

Action: The Heritage Preservation Commission adopted the report and attachments as findings of fact and 
submitted the same together to the Zoning & Planning Committee of the City Council with a 
recommendation to approve the local designation of the Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church at 2501 
Columbus Avenue South, with the following conditions: 

1. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties will be used to 
evaluate alterations to the property during the period while specific design guidelines are being 
prepared. 

2. Upon designation by the City Council, staff will use The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Treatment of Historic Properties as the basis to develop design guidelines specific to this landmark. 

Absent: Faucher, Lackovic, Mack, Stade 
Recuse: Hunter Weir 
Aye: Dyste, Fritz, Howard, Olson, Sundberg 
Motion passed 
 

TRANSCRIPTION 
 
Staff Catherine Sandlund presented the report. 
 
Commissioner Howard: Commissioner Olson. 
 
Commissioner Olson: Two questions. Is this an exterior designation or does it include interior as well?  
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Staff Sandlund: Both.  
 
Commissioner Olson: It’s both? Okay. And as far as the 2008 end date, where did that come from? 
 
Staff Sandlund: The 2008 end date is because that’s when the congregation quit worshipping in the site. So 
while they still retain ownership, they weren’t worshipping there since 2008. 
 
Commissioner Howard: Commissioner Sundberg. 
 
Commissioner Sundberg: Now I have a follow-up question. Is it just the interior of the nave space or is  it the 
basement and stuff as well as the secondary spaces? 
 
Staff Sandlund: The interior space is minus the addition in the basement. The basement actually has its 1950s 
Fellowship Hall was an addition to the church. The rest of it was designed by Jones himself.  
 
Commissioner Howard: Any other questions of staff? Thank you. Is the applicant here and would like to speak? 
Building owner? No? 
 
Inaudible talking off mic 
 
Commissioner Howard: Let’s open this up then for the public hearing; anyone wishing to speak, for or against, 
this application please step forward and state your name for the record. Name and address.  
 
Pastor Louise Britts (5351 James Ave N): We didn’t ask for this. we tried to get this in 1980 is my understanding 
it was turned down at that time because it wasn’t, they didn’t think it was a relevant work. And now that we’re 
trying to sell the building and all of a sudden someone in the neighborhood decided, I think it was Susan; that it 
was worth retaking a look at. The building is falling down. It hasn’t had tuck-pointing in 20 years. It needs a new 
roof and the boiler has been condemned. So we will not even be heating it this winter. We have evicted, not 
evicted, but given notice to all our renters and so we will be boarding it up come November 5th. It will be 
deconsecrated at that time and we will be boarding it up and leaving it vacant.  
 
Commissioner Howard: Thank you. Is there anyone else that would like to speak for or against this? 
 
David Shirley (2621 Burnham Rd): I am a member of the Messiah Lutheran Church. My family has been members 
there since about two years after the building was built. So, I ran two different committees that looked at what 
we’re going to do with this church. We as a consensus, not as a unanimous consensus, we don’t want to own the 
building anymore. Many of the people would like to see it repurposed. That is fine but, it would appear that with 
a designation that we’re going to have limited options as far as buyers go. In speaking with two realtors that 
specialize in churches, especially older churches, it would appear that unless we find that perfect sweet spot 
buyer that we are probably going to suffer financially. And quite frankly being a member of the church since I 
was born and my family going back over 100 years. We can’t saddle that. We can’t take that at all. We were at 
our heyday at 1500 members, now we are at less than 200. The neighborhood has changed kind of bit. And I 
guess we’re a little bit miffed if you will that we have no say in the building that we built. And as far as the 
interior goes, I’m a little surprised that the interior has been stated that it hasn’t been modified much. The 
sanctuary area maybe but the rest of it has been modified quite a bit. So I guess the consensus of the church, 
and again, not unanimous. You may hear people that stand up and stay yes; I’d like to see the designation. It’s 
that we do not want to be landlords. We cannot landlords. If having a historic designation prolongs the sale 
process. And again we’re not here to apply for the demolition permit or anything else. We would like to sell it 
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but we do know that buyers, despite what their told about grants and tax breaks and everything, are a little bit 
hesitant to take on a historic property, especially with churches. We know that to build this church again and the 
materials wouldn’t even be available, it would be about $2.4 million dollars. We’ve had a professional appraisal 
at about $920, 000. That’s what we would like to sell the church for. Because quite frankly if we have any 
additional maintenance cost and such, it’s going to dip into anything we have in reserves and may take down 
this 109 year ministry that for 101 years has been in the West  Phillips neighborhood. We still exist, it’s us. You 
don’t have to look for history, it’s us. Thank you. 
 
Commissioner Howard: Thank you. Is there anyone else that would like to speak for or against this application? 
 
Tom Gustafson (4014 15th Ave S): I’m a member of Messiah as well. I’ve been the Youth and Family Minister for 
a couple of decades. And now I currently serve as the Pastoral Associate. A week ago Thursday we celebrated 
the 109th anniversary of the congregation on the 28th of September. It was a wonderful reflection of meeting 
people at the point of their need for 109 years. And we want to do that for a few more hundred years in our 
new location. And buy selling this church that would greatly enhance our ability to do that. By having a historic 
designation placed on it will, as David said, it will hamper our ability to sell that and get what we can to move 
the ministry forward. And I do, ????  my 108 year old grandmother was a member of Messiah and my father 
was. And we have a huge attachment to the building. But we very much think that the beauty of the building is 
surpassed by the people in that neighborhood, that we’re making the needs. And if anybody in this room had 
people that were connected to Messiah they would know how we meet those needs. They would know how 
people are benefited and blessed. I just wanted to say that. Thank you. 
 
Commissioner Howard: Thank you. Is there anyone else that would like to speak to this? 
 
Randy Church (2615 Park Ave): I live just down the block from the subject property here. And I’m a relatively 
new member of Messiah so I have very little emotional attachment to the building. Except that I used to drive by 
that building for years and I feel through that building God called me to this congregation. It’s been one of the 
greatest spiritual experiences of my life. But I see the financial hardship that trying to steward this building has 
become to this congregation. And although there many elements in that building that we could probably 
preserve if given the opportunity to sell to the right buyer. End of the day, if we’re not allowed to do that, this 
congregation could very well cease to exist. And one of the things I’ve heard from many of the members of the 
congregation that’s left over is that pain of moving from the old building. ??? the old congregation. And it kind of 
still continues to do that to this day. Thank you.  
 
Commissioner Howard: Thank you. Is there anyone else that would like to speak for this? Name and address 
please.  
 
Greg Lundquist (2321 Minnehaha Ave S): I’ve been going to Messiah since I was in first grade. My, confirmed 
there, my kids confirmed there. It’s always been a tough thing when you had to move and do things that, the 
church not being handicap accessible. Not being able to maintain it like it should. We moved to 24th and Park at 
the Center for Changing Lives. Right there, we’re handicap accessible. We have a tremendous youth program 
that people here are inspired and growing. And part of the growing, I shouldn’t say growing because we’re so 
much smaller than we were but we are growing again. And a lot of it is youth. We have to try to maintain, I hate 
to say it, the other place, it would be a burden. And we’re trying to set, to keep our roots in Phillips West, and 
we have a growing community, handicap accessible, youth. Thank you. 
 
Commissioner Howard: Thank you, is there anyone else that would like to speak? 
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Susan Hubbard (2530 Blaisdell Ave S): I’ve been a member of Messiah for about eighteen years. Probably longer 
because between our sister church on Chicago, I’ve been going to the both of them for 35. I’m probably one of 
the younger, older people that go to the church. And yes I am handicapped but I wasn’t always. And I love the 
children as well the elderly people. I have a lot of fond memories in the old church. But I agree with Randy and 
some of the other people. It would be a hardship on to try and keep that church up. And as much as I love that 
church, I want to see us grow. That’s all I have to say. Thank you. 
 
Commissioner Howard: Thank you. Is there anyone else that would like to speak?  
 
Steve Neumann (314 Hennepin): I’ve been a member of the church for like 15 years now. I was the property 
manager up until about four months ago. The building does have a lot of things that needs to be redone. Tuck-
pointing, the roof, and heating system; I don’t know if it’s solvable at all. I took care of that for quite a few years 
too. I know you could the building probably up, to get going, and it would be like a half a million dollars. For the 
heating replaced and elevators. Stuff like that. And with the historical stuff, it’d make it even harder to do any of 
that. Thank you. 
 
Commissioner Howard: Thank you. Is there anyone else that would like to speak for this designation? Seeing 
none, I’ll close the public hearing. Commissioners, would someone like to make a motion? Or discussion? 
 
Commissioner Olson: I would like ask a few questions of staff if possible. When you were going through the 
designation process, was there any discussion about possible design guidelines for this property? Or was that 
really not discussed? 
 
Staff Sandlund: That would be the next step of the process; to put together design guidelines.  
 
Commissioner Olson: I understand. I know it’s a separate process that happens later. But I’m just wondering if 
there was any discussion of what they could be, often times that does happen during the designation process.  
 
Staff Sandlund: Commissioner Olson, that’s a good question. The one thing that was identified that the 
basement space would be called out specifically that could be more accommodating to change, but beyond that 
there wasn’t any additional discussion.  
 
Commissioner Olson: Ok. Do you have any opinion on; this building could be reused for something other than a 
church. A lot of people expressed a concern that this building could not be reused if it was designated. I don’t 
think that that’s true. It may not be a church but it could be something else. And any design guidelines wouldn’t 
be, the purpose of those, would not be to prevent that from happening. Is that a true statement? 
 
Staff Sandlund: Chair, Commissioner Olson. The design guidelines wouldn’t be restrictive as to the potential use. 
Any potential program that would fit within the building would also be something that would appropriate and 
called out as a good potential reuse for the building. 
 
Commissioner Howard: Any other questions for staff while she’s here? Or do you have discussion; or a motion?  
 
Commissioner Olson: I’m a little concerned I guess about the length of period, the time, to try to interpret 
design guidelines for a period that goes from 1926 to 2008. That’s seems like a very long period. But I don’t 
necessarily have an alternative date.  
 
Commissioner Howard: Commissioner Sundberg. 
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Commissioner Sundberg: I don’t have a question, more of a discussion. I guess I’m concerned about the interior 
designation. Designating both, I mean I understand that the auditorium, the choir, that entry. That that’s very 
important but the whole basement level strikes me as a little odd for designation. I understand that Jones 
designed it but I guess I’m curious what other people’s opinions are.  
 
Staff Sandlund: Commissioner Howard, can I clarify that issue.  
 
Commissioner Howard: Please do. 
 
Staff Sandlund: So the basement would not be part of it, so that would be, again, an area that would more 
acceptable to a drastic, or change of whatever type. So the basement would not be part of the interior 
designation, specifically that addition part. So when Jones designed the church I think just the boiler room and 
directly below, I believe it’s the, where the education wing is. There’s a boiler room, a mechanical room. There 
wasn’t the, this fellowship hall is an addition. So that basement would be explicitly called out as not being part 
of it. So we’d be looking at the finished spaces on the upper floors.  
 
Commissioner Howard: Thank you. Other discussion or a motion?  
 
Commissioner Olson: I’ll take a stab at making a motion.  
 
Commissioner Howard: Commissioner Olson. 
 
Commissioners Olson: I recommend adoption of the report and attachments as findings of fact and submit for 
recommendation to approve the local designation of the Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church.  
 
Commissioner Howard: Do we have a second?  
 
Commissioner Dyste: I’ll second it. 
 
Commissioner Howard: Commissioner Dyste. Any other discussion? 
 
Commissioner Olson: With the two conditions in the staff report. 
 
Commissioner Howard: So we have a motion before us and a second to designate the property, or adopt the 
report and attachments as findings of fact and submit the same together to the Zoning and Planning Committee 
of the City Council, including the conditions. Any other discussion? Will the clerk call the roll please.  
 

Absent: Faucher, Lackovic, Mack, Stade 
Recuse: Hunter Weir 
Aye: Dyste, Fritz, Howard, Olson, Sundberg 
Motion passed 

Item #3 
2501 Columbus Avenue, Ward 6 
Staff report by Catherine Sandlund, PLAN4011 

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the Heritage 
Preservation Commission and City Council adopt staff findings for the designation of the Messiah Lutheran 
Church located at 2501Columbus Avenue South as a local landmark: 
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A. Landmark Designation 

Action: The Heritage Preservation Commission adopted the report and attachments as findings of fact and 
submitted the same together to the Zoning & Planning Committee of the City Council with a 
recommendation to approve the local designation of the Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church at 2501 
Columbus Avenue South, with the following conditions: 

1. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties will be used to 
evaluate alterations to the property during the period while specific design guidelines are being 
prepared. 

2. Upon designation by the City Council, staff will use The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Treatment of Historic Properties as the basis to develop design guidelines specific to this landmark. 

Absent: Faucher, Lackovic, Mack, Stade 
Recuse: Hunter Weir 
Aye: Dyste, Fritz, Howard, Olson, Sundberg 
Motion passed 
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MINNEAPOLIS HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING ACTIONS:  TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10,  2017 

4:30 p.m. | City Hall, Room 317 | 350 South 5th Street | Minneapolis, MN 55415 

Committee Clerk 
Fatimat Porter – 612.673.3153 
Commissioners 
Laura Faucher, Chair | Diana Dyste | Laurel Fritz | Barbara Howard | Susan Hunter Weir 
Ginny Lackovic | Linda Mack | Dan Olson | Ian Stade | Madelyn Sundberg 

Commissioners Absent 
Laura Faucher | Ginny Lackovic | Linda Mack | Ian Stade 

CALL TO ORDER 

APPROVAL OF ACTIONS FROM THE SEPTEMBER 26, 2017 MEETING 

The Heritage Preservation Commission approved the actions from the September 26, 2017 meeting.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

PUBLIC HEARING 

1. 2501 Columbus Avenue, Ward 6 
Staff report by Catherine Sandlund, PLAN4011 

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the Heritage 
Preservation Commission and City Council adopt staff findings for the designation of the Messiah Lutheran 
Church located at 2501Columbus Avenue South as a local landmark: 

B. Landmark Designation 

Action: The Heritage Preservation Commission adopted the report and attachments as findings of fact and 
submitted the same together to the Zoning & Planning Committee of the City Council with a 
recommendation to approve the local designation of the Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church at 2501 
Columbus Avenue South, with the following conditions: 

3. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties will be used to 
evaluate alterations to the property during the period while specific design guidelines are being 
prepared. 

4. Upon designation by the City Council, staff will use The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Treatment of Historic Properties as the basis to develop design guidelines specific to this landmark. 

Absent: Faucher, Lackovic, Mack, Stade 
Recuse: Hunter Weir 
Aye: Dyste, Fritz, Howard, Olson, Sundberg 
Motion passed 

COMMISSION BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

ADJOURNMENT 

mailto:fatimat.porter@minneapolismn.gov
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The meeting adjourned at 6:48 P.M. 

NEXT REGULAR HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING: OCTOBER 24, 2017 
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