
RESOLUTION 
 

By Jenkins, Reich, Gordon, Fletcher, Cunningham, Ellison, Warsame,  
Goodman, Cano, Bender, Schroeder, Johnson, and Palmisano 

 
Supporting federal law allowing Census Bureau employees to access multi-unit structures during the 2020 
United States census count. 
 
Whereas, the United States Constitution requires a decennial census count of all persons living in the United States; 
and 
 
Whereas, complete, accurate census data is of critical importance to all residents of Minneapolis for equal political 
representation, fair distribution of federal and state funding, and sound planning and investment in infrastructure, 
real estate, business development, and public policy and programming; and 
 
Whereas, multi-unit housing structures can be difficult for Census Bureau employees to enter due to security barriers; 
and 
 
Whereas, renters and others who live in multi-unit housing structures have historically been at higher risk of being 
undercounted in the decennial census, with the number of renter households in an area being the most influential 
variable affecting an area’s census self- response rate; in other words, the more renters in an area, the lower the self-
response rate of that area; and 
 
Whereas, Title 13 U.S. Code § 223 authorizes Census Bureau employees to access “any hotel, apartment house, 
boarding or lodging house, tenement, or other building,” thus it is unlawful for a person, either directly or indirectly, 
to deny access to an apartment building, dormitory, nursing home, manufactured home park, other multi-unit 
structure used as a residence, or an area in which one or more single-family dwellings are located on private 
roadways, to employees of the United States Census Bureau who display current, valid Census Bureau credentials 
and who are engaged in official census counting operations; and 
 
Whereas, Census Bureau employees granted access must be permitted to leave census materials in an orderly 
manner for residents at their doors, except that the manager of a nursing home may direct that the materials be left 
at a central location within the facility; and 
 
Whereas, the risk of an undercount is compounded in areas with high concentrations of communities that have been 
consistently undercounted in the past and who are more likely to be renters, including low income households, 
communities of color, Native American/American Indian communities, immigrants and refugees, and young people; 
and 
 
Whereas, Census responses inform where over $675 billion dollars is distributed each year to communities 
nationwide for clinics, schools, roads and more; and  
 
Whereas, Census data gives community leaders vital information to make decisions about building community 
centers, opening businesses, and planning for the future. Federal funding derived from the Census is used for 
community programs such as community development block grants, HIV emergency relief project grants, housing 
assistance, adoption assistance, career and technical educations grants, child and adult care food program, projects 
for assistance in transition from homelessness, and more; and 
 



Whereas, the MN State demographer’s office and the U.S. Census Bureau, estimate 95,942 Minneapolis community 
members will not be counted without additional outreach, resulting in a loss of nearly $28,000 of funding per person 
over the next 10 years, or almost $2.7 billion dollars. Without the ability of census outreach workers to follow up with 
each non-responsive household unit of every residential building in Minneapolis, loss of federal funding is at stake; 
and 
 
Whereas, complete, accurate counting of residents is critical for fair representation as the results of the census are 
used to reapportion the House of Representatives, determining how many seats each state gets; and 
 
Whereas, in an effort to ensure that no residential unit is overlooked, the City of Minneapolis has utilized a cross-
departmental strategy for the Local Update to Census Addresses (LUCA) initiative by physically going to buildings to 
count the number of units and recording the unit address. As a result, this effort has successfully added 9,700 
residential units to a list of 190,000; and 
 
Whereas, the City of Minneapolis has mailed a notice to all property managers in the city urging them to comply with 
Title 13 U.S. Code § 223 to inform their residents of census operations underway and to cooperate with Census 
Bureau employees to facilitate census operations in a way that also addresses residents’ concerns regarding their 
security and privacy; and 
 
Whereas, under the provisions of Title 13 of U.S. Code § 214, responses to the Census are confidential and cannot be 
used against respondents by any government agency or court; and 
 
Whereas, Census workers, so as not to be confused for anyone else, can be easily identified as they’re required to 
wear a U.S. Census Bureau badge and bag and will produce identification anytime they’re asked; and they take a 
sworn oath to protect collected data and maintain confidentiality; 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis: 
 
That the Mayor and City Council do hereby affirm Title 13 U.S. Code § 223 authorizing Census Bureau employees to 
access multi-unit housing structures to ensure the accurate count of everyone residing in Minneapolis.  


