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September 29, 2022 
 
Minneapolis City Council 
City Hall – Room 307 
350 South 5th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
 
SUBJECT: Nominating Brian O’Hara to the appointed position of Chief of Police 
 
Dear Council President Jenkins, Council Vice President Palmisano, and Council Members: 
 
With this letter, I am nominating Brian O’Hara to the four-year appointed term of Chief of Police.  
 
Mr. O’Hara possesses a strong command of law enforcement operations, criminal justice reform, and executive 
leadership. Over his decades of service with the Newark Police Department (NPD), Mr. O’Hara has earned a reputation 
for excellence in his work while drawing the respect and trust of community members, colleagues, and community 
safety experts across the ideological spectrum.  
 
As former captain of the NPD’s Consent Decree & Planning Division, Mr. O’Hara is well-versed in the mechanics of 
successfully implementing and complying with requirements of such legal agreements. He has worked directly and 
extensively with the Department of Justice to shift NPD culture. Mr. O’Hara took that work further when he was 
promoted to Deputy Chief of the Accountability, Engagement, and Oversight Bureau. Most recently, Mr. O’Hara’s 
experience both as Newark’s Public Safety Director and as Deputy Mayor have equipped him with the holistic 
perspective required to redefine policing, including leveraging alternatives to policing.  
 
It is my belief that Mr. O’Hara’s life’s work has led him to this moment in Minneapolis. The generational challenges we 
face – and opportunity to enact enduring changes – demands leaders of the highest caliber. Throughout his 
distinguished career, Mr. O’Hara has shown himself to be that leader. He has the vision, values, and experience to lead 
the Minneapolis Police Department into the future.  
 
I request that the City Council forward his name as the person we are considering for appointment to the role of Chief of 
Police and refer it to the proper Council Committee for a public hearing. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
Mayor Jacob Frey 
 
Copy: Casey Carl, City Clerk 


