
 

 

 

By: Reich, Gordon, Fletcher, Cunningham, Ellison, Osman, 
Goodman, Jenkins, Cano, Bender, Schroeder, Johnson, and Palmisano 

 

Honoring Gretchen Musicant for her 
Service and Dedication to the City of Minneapolis 

 
Whereas: Gretchen Musicant, RN, MPH, Commissioner of Health for the City of Minneapolis, is retiring on  

December 31, 2021, after completing outstanding service to the City of Minneapolis and its residents since 
1999; and 

Whereas: Gretchen has ably led the Minneapolis Health Department as Commissioner since 2005 providing oversight 
and management of the Department including representing it and the health interests of City residents to 
policy makers, community leaders, and the general public at the local, state, and national levels; and 

Whereas: Gretchen has focused throughout her career on increasing equity for the many communities in Minneapolis 
through strengthening public policy, championing community programming including addressing violence 
as a public health issue, and increasing investment in local public health; and  

Whereas: Gretchen has strengthened the foundational capacities of the Minneapolis Health Department enabling it to 
win state and national awards such as the 2021 gold medal rating from CityHealth for improving the health 
and well-being of its residents by adopting local policies that can make lasting impacts in one’s everyday 
quality of life along with the 2019 Crumbine Consumer Protection Award for Excellence in Food Protection; 
and 

Whereas: Gretchen started her career as a pediatric staff nurse working on an acute care unit, using that lived 
experience to influence policy as a lobbyist for the Minnesota Nurses Association helping to pass health care 
reform, human rights, and reproductive health legislation; and  

Whereas: Gretchen received her Master of Public Health, University of Minnesota, and became a Mondale Fellow, 
Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota; and 

Whereas: Gretchen has shown a national spotlight on Minneapolis by serving on the Board of the National Association 
of County and City Health Officers from 2014 to present, as well as chairing the Big Cities Health Coalition 
from 2017 to 2018; and  

Whereas: Gretchen has a long track record of deep community involvement serving on the Boards of People Serving 
People, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Linden Hills Neighborhood Revitalization Steering Committee, 
and the Healthier Minnesota Community Clinic Fund Board, to name a few of the 20 organizations that she 
has helped to lead or shape; and  

Whereas: Gretchen has received numerous awards including the Gaylord Anderson Leadership Award from the 
University of Minnesota School of Public Health Alumni Society, the Paul and Sheila Wellstone Public Health 
Achievement Award from the Minnesota Public Health Association, and the 2021 Chairperson’s Award from 
the Local Public Health Association of Minnesota;  

—NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED— 
 
That the Mayor and City Council do hereby thank Gretchen Musicant for her 22 years of service to the residents of 
Minneapolis and wish her and her family the best as she retires as Health Commissioner, knowing she will continue to 
improve the health and wellbeing of our community. Further, that December 16, 2021, be recognized as Gretchen Musicant 
Day in the City of Minneapolis. 
 

Passed this the Tenth Day of December, 2021 
 

_______________________________________ 
Lisa Bender, President of the Council 

 
Approved: 

 
_______________________________________ 
Jacob Frey, Mayor 



 
Attest: 

 
_______________________________________   
Casey Joe Carl, City Clerk 

 


