
 

 

 

By: Reich, Gordon, Fletcher, Ellison, Osman, Goodman, Jenkins, Cano, Bender, Schroeder, Johnson, and Palmisano 
 

Honoring CounCil MEMBEr PHilliPE CunningHaM 
for HiS yEarS of SErviCE to tHE City of MinnEaPoliS 

 
Whereas: Phillipe Cunningham was first elected to the Minneapolis City Council in 2017 as the representative of  

Ward 4, succeeding Barbara A. Johnson, who held the same seat from 1997 - 2017; and 

Whereas: Phillipe is a committed resident of North Minneapolis, where he lives with his husband, Lane, whom he 
married in 2015, and care for their family of fur babies; and  

Whereas: Council Member Cunningham is the first out transmasculine person of color elected to office in the United 
States; and 

Whereas: Prior to serving as a Council Member, Phillipe was appointed as the Senior Policy Aide for Education, Youth 
Success, Racial Equity, and LGBTQ Rights in former Mayor Betsy Hodges’ administration; and 

Whereas: In that role, Phillipe delivered concrete results for Minneapolis, including leading development of the BUILD 
Leaders program to provide career pathways to opportunity youth, as well as significant advancement of 
trans and non-binary representation in City government through supporting the creation of the Transgender 
Equity Council as an official City Commission; and 

Whereas: Phillipe Cunningham was elected by his peers to be the Chair of the Public Health and Safety Committee, 
where he was appreciated by committee members and the Clerk’s staff by his positive, organized approach, 
also being a lead council member for the City’s transforming community safety work; and 

Whereas: During his tenure, Phillipe has served diligently with the community to improve opportunities for our young 
people by banning LGBTQ+ conversion therapy, creating Group Violence Intervention and forming a Youth 
Development Fund to increase access to high-quality out of schooltime programming; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cunningham authored the Tenant Relocation Assistance Ordinance and the Emergency 
Repair Board Ordinance, and led the creation of the Lead Elimination Action Plan to increase safety, security, 
and health for our city’s most vulnerable residents; and 

Whereas: Phillipe’s background and lived experience provides perspective in his strong commitment to promoting and 
advancing the rights and understanding of those who have been ostracized by society; and 

Whereas: It has been a priority to Council Member Cunningham that City staff felt seen and appreciated during 
unimaginably challenging times, so he frequently took time to celebrate individual staff and teams for their 
incredible work; and   

Whereas: Council Member Cunningham centered Northsiders in his leadership and created a new model of community 
development engagement with the Upper Harbor Terminal Collaborative Planning Committee, where 
Northside residents led the development of the Upper Harbor Terminal Coordinated Plan; and 

Whereas: Phillipe Cunningham teamed with community partners to lay a foundation for building community wealth 
through breaking intergenerational cycles of poverty and violence; and 

Whereas: During the civil unrest, Phillipe and Lane organized nearly 300 people to help protect critical infrastructure 
and gather information on potential white supremacist and right-wing extremist activities around North 
Minneapolis; and  

Whereas: Council Member Cunningham has been integral in creating and maintaining a food shelf at Gethsemane 
Church, preserving legal defense funds for immigrants and refugees and a nationally-recognized gun 
diversion program, partnered with the Minneapolis Health Department in getting needle disposal boxes 
placed in Ward 4, and collaborated with Turning Point Inc. and other community agencies in an initiative 
called “Take Back Tuesdays”, connecting high-risk individuals to services along the Lowry Ave N corridor; and  

Whereas: Council Member Cunningham’s tireless leadership has been integral toward reimagining public safety not 
only locally but nationally, inspiring cities across the country to also invest in the public health approach to 
public safety; and 

Whereas: Phillipe believes in the saying, “Good leaders produce more good leaders” and takes great pride watching 
his former staff now thriving as leaders in the City workforce and serving in elected office; and 



Whereas: Phillipe has been an enthusiastic advocate for North Minneapolis, working to secure local businesses, 
amenities, and resources to contribute to the community, including Northside-led entrepreneurial ventures 
and over $300 million in projected investments for the Upper Harbor Terminal redevelopment project; and 

Whereas: While doing all the aforementioned work, Phillipe also earned his master’s degree in Organizational 
Leadership and Civic Engagement from Claremont Lincoln University in 2020; and  

Whereas: Throughout his tenure with the City of Minneapolis, Council Member Cunningham has partnered with, and 
been a colleague to two Mayors, eighteen Members of the City Council, and many department heads and 
staff at all levels of the City enterprise;  

 
—NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED— 

 
That the Mayor and City Council do hereby present this Honorary Resolution in recognition of its sincere gratitude and 
appreciation for the many contributions made by Council Member Phillipe Cunningham to the Northside and the City of 
Minneapolis, together with their best wishes in his future endeavors. 
 

Passed this the Tenth Day of December, 2021 
 

_______________________________________ 
Lisa Bender, President of the Council 

 
Approved: 

 
_______________________________________ 
Jacob Frey, Mayor 

 
Attest: 

 
_______________________________________   
Casey Joe Carl, City Clerk 


