
By: Reich, Gordon, Cunningham, Ellison, Osman, Goodman, Jenkins, Cano, Bender, Schroeder, Johnson, and Palmisano 
 

Honoring CounCil MeMber steve fletCHer 
for His years of serviCe to tHe City of Minneapolis 

 

Whereas: Council Member Steve Fletcher was elected to represent the 3rd Ward in November of 2017; and 
represented the neighborhoods of Beltrami, Bottineau, Downtown East, Downtown West, Marcy Holmes, 
Nicollet Island-East Bank, North Loop, Sheridan, St. Anthony East, and St. Anthony West with distinction and 
honor, recognizing the unique role these areas play in welcoming people from across the state, country, and 
world to our City; and 

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher’s thoughtful dedication to progressive policy change and preparation for all issues 
in front of the Council and Committees was invaluable in his four years as Council Member; and in particular 
as a member of the Audit Committee, the Board of Estimate & Taxation, the Council’s standing committees 
on Economic Development & Regulatory Services, Enterprise, and Transportation & Public Works; and in 
leadership as Chair of the Policy and Government Oversight Finance Subcommittee, and Vice Chair of the 
Budget, Public Health & Safety, and Ways & Means Committees; and 

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher initiated the development, passage and adoption of data privacy principles that 
consider and value the privacy of individuals any time data is collected by the City and led the unanimous 
prohibition of the procurement or use of facial recognition technology by City departments due to its proven 
harms to disadvantaged communities; and 

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher brought his passion for the protection and empowerment of working people, and 
ensuring their ability to earn a living, raise their family, and contribute to our community through his 
authorship of ordinances establishing wage theft protections, freelance worker protections, a right to first 
recall for hospitality workers returning to work from the COVID-19 pandemic, and the formation of the 
Downtown Workers Council to ensure service sector workers’ voices are heard in decisions that affect their 
jobs and their safety; and 

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher invested significant time and resources in a vibrant downtown Minneapolis for all, 
serving on the board of Meet Minneapolis and participating actively with city staff, businesses, and 
community members in coordinated efforts to improve the downtown nightlife experience, prompting the 
Star Tribune headline: “Council Member Fletcher vs. the End of the Evening”; and  

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher played a key leadership role in the creation and funding of the Office of Violence 
Prevention and alternative, non-police responses to 911 calls such as mental health professionals responding 
to mental health crises, shifting Crime Prevention Specialists to the Neighborhood and Community Relations 
department, shifting report-only calls away from 911, and using the City Budget as a tool to achieve better 
public safety outcomes for our neighbors; and 

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher actively supported innovative City transportation policy to better meet the City’s 
health and climate goals by creating walkable neighborhoods with multi-modal transportation options, 
including the Transportation Action Plan, Complete Streets Policy, and Vision Zero Action Plan, as well as 
advocating for pedestrian and cyclist-centric innovations across the ward including the implementation of 
bollards, bump-outs, shorter intersections, protected bike lanes, and other improvements on 2nd Street 
South, 4th Street South, Broadway Street NE, East Hennepin Avenue, and in significant portions of the North 
Loop Neighborhood; and 

Whereas:  Council Member Fletcher played a key role in housing policy solutions passed by this Council that will yield 
benefits for decades to come,  including his support for the transformative land use innovations in the 
Minneapolis 2040 Comprehensive Plan, his authorship of new short-term rental regulations to preserve 
housing for use as housing, his advocacy for new investments to respond to the crisis of unsheltered 
homelessness, and support for inclusionary zoning to ensure that new housing – even student housing – 
includes affordable units; and 

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher, alongside efforts to encourage the creation of more affordable housing in the City, 
supported the codification of a Renters First Housing Policy and Renter Protections to ensure that our City 
and the landlords operating in our City treat our renters in a dignified manner and provide a broad support 
system across the City for our renters; and 



 

 

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher was an enthusiastic supporter of the arts who actively encouraged and promoted 
the inclusion of art in City and private projects, was a frequent attendee and occasional musical performer 
at neighborhood and community events highlighting the arts, helped kick off the first annual Wordplay 
Festival, and collaborated with Council Vice President Jenkins and the Minneapolis Arts Commission to create 
the new poet laureate program; and 

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher served as a visible representative of the City to the region and the rest of the world, 
ably representing Minneapolis on the Metro Cities Board, the Hennepin County Criminal Justice Coordinating 
Committee, and as part of the 2019 delegation to our sister city Harbin, China; participating in an historic 
government-to-government meeting with Minnesota’s four Dakota tribes to invite them into partnership in 
reimagining the St. Anthony Falls Lock and Dam site, testifying at the Public Utilities Commission in support 
of the Clean Energy Partnership’s inclusive finance initiative, walking picket lines and attending rallies in 
support of Minneapolis workers, and playing a ceremonial role at everything from ribbon cutting events at 
the opening of new businesses and newly finished road projects, to delivering the proclamation declaring it 
“Hold Steady Day”; and 

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher’s policy successes have come in partnership with his Senior Policy Aide,  
David Zaffrann, a detail-oriented and sharp policy mind whose relationships with City staff, colleagues and 
staff within the Council, advocates, and concerned constituents have led to multiple successes across a 
variety of policy fields; and 

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher is a loving and supportive husband to Heather and dedicated dog-parent to 
Senator, both of whom are excited to spend more time with their loved one; and 

Whereas: Council Member Fletcher is grateful for the opportunity to dedicate these years of public service to the city 
that made him who he is, excited to continue to dedicate time and energy to the goal of a more just and 
sustainable Minneapolis as a member of this community, and will continue to be an inspirational, thoughtful 
leader who models integrity and grit to his own staff, City staff, and his colleagues; 

—NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED— 
 
That the Mayor and City Council do hereby present this Honorary Resolution in recognition of its sincere gratitude and 
appreciation for the many contributions made by Council Member Steve Fletcher to the City of Minneapolis, together with 
their best wishes in his future endeavors.  
 

Passed this the Tenth Day of December, 2021 
 

_______________________________________ 
Lisa Bender, President of the Council 

 
Approved: 

 
_______________________________________ 
Jacob Frey, Mayor 

 
Attest: 

 
_______________________________________   
Casey Joe Carl, City Clerk 


