
 

 

 

By: Reich, Gordon, Fletcher, Cunningham, Ellison, Osman, Goodman, Jenkins, Bender, Schroeder, Johnson, and Palmisano 
 

Honoring council member AlondrA cAno  
for Her yeArs of service to tHe city of minneApolis 

 
Whereas: Alondra Cano was elected in November 2013 to represent the Ninth Ward, and was reelected in 2017, serving the 

City of Minneapolis and its people for eight years as a City Council Member; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano was born in Litchfield, Minnesota, to Mexican immigrants and spent her early years in 
Chihuahua, Mexico, before returning to Minnesota; and  

Whereas: Council Member Cano was the first person of Latino heritage to be elected to the Minneapolis City Council in the 
City’s history; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano is an alumna of the University of Minnesota and the Department of Chicano and Latino 
Studies; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano is an organizer who co-led the statewide campaign to pass MN Dream Act, served as 
Associate Director of the Minnesota Immigrant Freedom Network, and managed the Multilingual 
Communications Division at the Minneapolis Public Schools; and 

Whereas: Before her election to City Council, Council Member Cano served as legislative aide to then Minneapolis City 
Council Vice-President and Sixth Ward Council Member Robert Lilligren; and  

Whereas: Council Member Cano led on the Minneapolis City Council as a strong advocate for racial, economic, and 
environmental justice and worked on a wide range of equity issues facing Latinos, undocumented residents, New 
American families, and low-wage workers; and 

Whereas: The Ninth Ward is the most racially, culturally, and linguistically diverse community in Minneapolis and it faces the 
most economic marginalization of any political jurisdiction in the state, yet is a welcoming home to the largest 
Latino and American Indian populations in our city; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano authored the resolution establishing the second Monday of October as Indigenous Peoples 
Day to illuminate the ongoing struggle, resiliency, and thriving contributions of the American Indian community in 
the City of Minneapolis; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano was the leading proponent of a $15 per hour minimum wage ordinance in the City of 
Minneapolis—the first in the State of Minnesota—and she organized and led with her constituents to ensure 
passage of this milestone local legislation so that working families could have the opportunity to make a better 
living filled with more hope, dignity, and respect; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano fought to improve the future of low-income residents on environmental justice issues by 
designating Green Zones, giving voice and agency to the families and neighbors who live in the most contaminated 
areas of Minneapolis, and to provide direction, input, and community-based guidance to the City enterprise on 
the best ways to phase out industrial pollution and to improve public health outcomes; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano proposed a municipal identification program for Minneapolitans so that undocumented 
residents and families with mixed immigration status who call Minneapolis home could gain access to basic 
services and more confidently participate in the civic and economic life of our community; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano was a champion for economic development in the City’s most diverse neighborhoods, 
establishing Cultural Districts, both in ordinance and as related policy directive, as a part of the landmark 2040 
Comprehensive Plan so that Minneapolis could begin to address the impacts of historical redlining and housing 
discrimination, support cultural identity and linguistic heritage, promote the arts and creative economy, address 
sustainability, cleanliness and livability issues, and incentivize business development while combatting 
gentrification and displacement; and 

Whereas:  Council Member Cano tirelessly supported local artists and the arts and worked to expand the City’s cultural 
infrastructure and creative economy, culminating during her tenure in the establishment of the first Arts and 
Cultural Affairs Department in the City of Minneapolis; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano has stood in solidarity with the Phillips neighborhoods in their demand for environmental 
justice and an end to the expansion of the City’s Hiawatha Maintenance Facility on the arsenic-filled, seven acre 
site formerly owned by Roof Depot, a site located within the Ninth Ward, and has advocated for the community-
led vision to create a green jobs infrastructure project for this low-income neighborhood that promotes urban 
agriculture and food security; and 



Whereas: Council Member Cano was an active leader in strengthening and deepening Minneapolis’ Sister City relationship 
with Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico, and consistently identified opportunities to expand relations and good will for 
the mutually beneficial aspects of cultural, educational, and resource exchange, including the donation of two fire 
trucks to assist Cuernavaca in addressing issues that are fundamental to the health and safety of their city, 
and multiple moments of diplomatic and artistic exchange, both in Minneapolis and Cuernavaca including 
the honorable visit to Minneapolis of Cuernavaca Mayor Antonio Villalobos, Cuernavaca City Council Member 
Cesar Salgado, and Manuel Manrique Zapata, grandson of Mexican revolutionary figure Emiliano Zapata; and  

Whereas: Council Member Cano developed a partnership with the Minnesota State Arts Board and The Graves Foundation 
to launch the “Mexico in Minneapolis Folk Arts Residency” program at the City whose goal is to preserve and 
elevate the presence of Mexican traditional art forms that support the cultural heritage of the Mexican-American 
diaspora, and recruited two National Cultural Treasures from Mexico, Jacobo and Maria Angeles, as the inaugural 
master folk artists who came to Minneapolis to pass down their traditional skills and knowledge to local Latinx 
artists and the public through hands on workshops, public school activities, and community events; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano served as one of the City’s fourteen elected leaders during some of the most deeply 
challenging moments in the history of Minneapolis and its Ninth Ward, moments which have unfolded under the 
incredible spotlight of the world, and which included the impacts of the global pandemic caused by the COVID-19 
virus, the tragic murder of George Floyd, and the civil unrest and worldwide racial reckoning that resulted, and 
which also involved the burning and destruction of the East Lake Street cultural corridor, and in the face of such 
tragedies Council Member Cano and her staff remained dedicated to the community, giving time and energy, 
resources, engagement, and multilingual outreach to help find common ground, to bring resolution to trauma, 
anger, and pain, and to restore peace in some of the most impacted neighborhoods of the City and sowing seeds 
for change, transformation, and a more just future; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano is an organizer, a cultural leader, and a public servant who has displayed her commitment 
to investing in and growing the political development of women and underrepresented groups; and 

Whereas: Council Member Cano is a loving mother to twins, Arameni and Itzuri (age 11), and Yaxkin (10), and has formed a 
rambunctious blended family with her brilliant partner, Dr. James Melbourne, and his son, Sonny Melbourne (7), 
she is a beloved member of the Ninth Ward community, and a memorable elected official to those who have had 
the privilege to work with her. 

—NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED— 
 
That the Mayor and City Council do hereby present this Honorary Resolution in recognition of its sincere gratitude and 
appreciation for the many contributions made by Council Member Cano to the Ninth Ward and to the City of Minneapolis, 
together with their best wishes for her future endeavors.  

 

Passed this the Tenth Day of December, 2021 
 

_______________________________________ 
Lisa Bender, President of the Council 

 
Approved: 

 
_______________________________________ 
Jacob Frey, Mayor 

 
Attest: 

 
_______________________________________   
Casey Joe Carl, City Clerk 

 


