
 

 

 

By: Bender, Gordon, Fletcher, Cunningham, Ellison, Osman 
Goodman, Jenkins, Cano, Schroeder, Johnson, and Palmisano 

 
Honoring CounCil MeMber Kevin reiCH 

for HiS yearS of ServiCe to tHe City of MinneapoliS 
 

Whereas: Kevin Reich was elected in November 2009 to represent the First Ward, and was reelected in 2013 and in 2017, 
serving the City of Minneapolis for twelve years as a City Council Member, during which time he served as a 
member of nearly all of the Council’s standing committees, as the Chair of the Transportation & Public Works 
Committee for the past eight years, and in a leadership role in the development of the City’s 2040 Plan, Transit 
Action Plan, and the multi-departmental Regulatory Services reorganization; and 

Whereas: Kevin Reich served as the Chair of the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization for over ten years, during 
which time that organization opened its signature headquarters on the banks of the Mississippi River, embarked 
on an innovative partnership with the City of Minneapolis Public Works Department to integrate stormwater 
management into the City’s ongoing infrastructure projects, and launched the Northeast Stormwater 
Management Initiative in partnership with the City and the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board; and 

Whereas: Kevin Reich represented the City of Minneapolis on the Metropolitan Council’s Transportation Advisory Board and 
Transportation Advisory Board Executive Committee, as well as the Grant Evaluation Ranking System for Counties 
Transit Improvement Board, and has been a strong and consistent advocate for expanded multi-modal transit in 
the Eastside community, Minneapolis, and the region as a whole, including the Great Northern Greenway and 
other new east-west transit  connections for the North and Northeast communities and the expansion of Bus 
Rapid Transit in Ward 1; and  

Whereas: Kevin Reich made significant contributions to the vibrancy and economic vitality of Ward 1 during his tenure, 
affirming the role of production and production spaces in ensuring that a working city thrives, collaborating in the 
development of the “Northeast Brew and Distillery District”, assisting in the creation of the City’s Cooperative 
Technical Assistance Program, fostering the establishment and ongoing success of many beloved Northeast 
cooperative businesses, facilitating the relocation and expansion of the Central Avenue Clinic, instituting the 
Central Avenue Cultural Corridor designation, and expanding urban agriculture in the Ward; and 

Whereas: Kevin Reich has been a fierce advocate for the Eastside’s creative economy and the Northeast Minneapolis Arts 
District, authoring the City’s “Percent for Art” legislation, emphasizing the need for maker space in all new Eastside 
developments, supporting the founding of the City’s Arts and Cultural Affairs Department, promoting the 
establishment of expanded artist studios and housing, including the Northrop King Building, Solar Arts Building, 
Flux Arts Building, and Jackson Flats, forging a partnership between the Arts District and Meet Minneapolis, and 
leading the creation of the J-Row Sculpture Walk; and  

Whereas: Kevin Reich conceived of and guided the Northeast Green Campus initiative at the Edison High School campus and 
the City’s Holland Basin,  with cutting-edge stormwater infrastructure in the parking lot, gymnasium and the 
Midwest’s greenest regenerative athletic field, sculptures, solar installations, a Swedish tree trench, and a 
demonstration eco-plaza that serves the dual purpose of enhancing the community’s environment and offering 
hands-on green technology and sustainability training for Edison High School students; and  

Whereas: Kevin Reich advocated tirelessly for affordable housing both in the First Ward and across the city, and brought 
together partnerships and funding for such innovative affordable housing projects as the Clare Housing Marshall 
Flats HOPWA project, and energy efficient and low emission housing using innovative designs such as Minnesota’s 
first “blue” roof, the Midwest’s first multi-family development built to passive house standards, and Good Energy 
Haus and Bright Haus, cutting edge prototypes in energy efficiency; and 

Whereas: Kevin Reich played a leadership role in the passage of the 20 Year Neighborhood Park and Street Infrastructure 
Plan, and worked throughout his tenure to secure resources and infrastructure improvements for the Eastside, 
including the new St. Anthony Parkway Bridge, the Eastside Maintenance Facility, the reconstruction of 18th Ave 
NE, Broadway St NE, Johnson Street NE, and 37th Ave NE, the concrete street rehabilitation project in upper 
Northeast, and many miles of new bike lanes and multi-use trails; and 

Whereas: Kevin Reich raised up youth in his community, marshalling resources for Eastside schools, forging partnerships 
between schools and organizations like MWMO and the University of Minnesota, and employing and mentoring 
numerous Edison students through internships in his Council office; and 

Whereas: Kevin Reich consistently supported, valued and uplifted the dedicated people who carry out the work of the City 
of Minneapolis and deliver city services every day, through his collaborative working relationships with staff and 
through his leadership in creating welcoming, healthy and aesthetically pleasing workplaces such as the Eastside 
Maintenance Facility and the new Public Service Building; and 



Whereas: Throughout his tenure with the City of Minneapolis, Kevin Reich has been committed to advocating for his 
constituents and his community, supporting neighborhoods and community organizations, preserving and 
celebrating the Eastside’s multi-cultural heritage, and embodying consensus building, responsible fiscal 
management, and good municipal governance principles; 

—NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED— 

That the Mayor and City Council do hereby present this Honorary Resolution in recognition of its sincere gratitude and 
appreciation for the many contributions made by Council Member Kevin Reich to Ward 1 and the City of Minneapolis, 
together with their best wishes in his future endeavors. 

Passed this the Tenth Day of December, 2021 
 

_______________________________________ 
Lisa Bender, President of the Council 

 
Approved: 

 
_______________________________________ 
Jacob Frey, Mayor 

 
Attest: 

 
_______________________________________   
Casey Joe Carl, City Clerk 

 
 


