
 

 

 

By: Reich, Gordon, Frey, B. Johnson, Yang, Warsame 
Goodman, Glidden, Cano, Bender, Quincy, A. Johnson, and Palmisano 

 
Honoring Mayor Betsy Hodges 

for Her years of service to tHe city of Minneapolis 
 

Whereas: BETSY HODGES was elected Mayor of and for the City of Minneapolis in 2013, and has served every part of 
our city with faith, commitment, and distinction for four years; and 

 
Whereas: During her tenure both on the City Council and as Mayor, MAYOR HODGES championed legislation, 

policies, and budgets focused on running Minneapolis well, growing it equitably, and eliminating inequities 
in Minneapolis between white people and people of color and indigenous people; and 

 
Whereas: MAYOR HODGES built a firm financial foundation for the City of Minneapolis—helping to pay off the debt 

to the internal service funds, leading the effort to fix the City’s closed-pension system, helping merge City & 
County libraries, passing our historic 20-Year Parks & Streets Investment Plan, and as Mayor, delivering 
four budgets that are structurally balanced both year over year and over the long term; and 

 
Whereas: MAYOR HODGES championed and delivered policies to offer more security and stability to tens of 

thousands of working families in Minneapolis—an Earned Sick and Safe Time ordinance that ensures no 
worker in Minneapolis has to choose between getting well and getting paid, and a groundbreaking $15 
minimum wage without a tip penalty; and  

 
Whereas: MAYOR HODGES built the strongest foundation for transforming public safety of any city in the country, 

making significant investments both in building community trust and community policing and in making 
sure residents have a meaningful say in defining public safety for themselves; and  

 
Whereas: MAYOR HODGES made unprecedented investments and policy changes to reclaim city streets for all users, 

improve safety for pedestrians and cyclists, and advance transit, including by funding an extensive network 
of protected bike lanes, passing a Complete Streets policy, funding Vision Zero, buying the land under 
Kmart to one day reopen Nicollet Avenue, negotiating for arterial BRT investments, and shepherding 
Orange Line BRT to full funding, including a revolutionary new station at Lake Street that will help undo 
past wrongs; and 

 
Whereas: MAYOR HODGES enhanced Minneapolis’ global standing as a destination city, securing the X Games in 

2017 and 2018, Super Bowl LII in 2018, and the 2019 NCAA Men's Final Four, while investing in a 
transformed downtown through completion of the New Nicollet, the spectacular Downtown East 
Commons, and a renovated Target Center; and 

 
  



Whereas: MAYOR HODGES demonstrated that her values are Minneapolis values—extending organics recycling to 
every household in Minneapolis, expanding the City’s investment in the arts, diversifying the City workforce 
so that City employees look more like the communities they serve, leading on sustainability, environmental 
justice, and combatting climate change through the Clean Energy Partnership, making significant, 
innovative investments in affordable housing, and putting racial equity at the core of the work of the City; 
and 

 
Whereas: Among all of the things to love about Minneapolis, MAYOR HODGES loves the people of Minneapolis most: 

the most welcoming, engaged, passionate, diverse, committed, strong, and loving people anywhere, 
people determined to do what’s right for our neighbors and communities; and 

 
Whereas: In twelve distinguished years, BETSY HODGES has established a legacy of excellence in her innumerable 

contributions both to the City enterprise and to every community and neighborhood in Minneapolis, all 
while having navigated some of the most challenging times in memory with unwavering integrity and 
unflagging commitment to the public good and the highest principles of public service, no matter the 
personal cost; 

 
—NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED— 

 
That the City Council does hereby present this Honorary Resolution in recognition of its sincere gratitude, admiration, and 
appreciation for the many contributions made by MAYOR BETSY HODGES to the City of Minneapolis throughout her long 
and distinguished tenure of service, together with their best wishes for all her future endeavors.  
 

Passed this the Fifteenth Day of December, 2017 
 

_______________________________________ 
Barbara A. Johnson, President of the Council 

 
Approved: 

 
_______________________________________ 
Betsy Hodges, Mayor 

 
Attest: 

 
_______________________________________   
Casey Joe Carl, City Clerk 

 
 


