
 

 

 

By: Jenkins, Reich, Gordon, Fletcher, Cunningham, Ellison,  
Warsame, Goodman, Cano, Bender, Schroeder, Johnson, and Palmisano 

Honoring Clarissa rogers Walker and  
launa Q. neWman for tHeir Contributions to tHe 

City of minneapolis 
Whereas: Clarissa Rogers Walker originally from Kansas City, Missouri moved to Minneapolis in 1955, and in 1968, was 

recruited to work as a Youth Supervisor for Sabathani Community Center, which was founded just two years 
prior; and 

Whereas: For more than 39 years, Clarissa Rogers Walker nurtured her South Minneapolis community as a social worker, 
activist, and a Sabathani Community Center leader, dedicating both her professional career and her personal 
volunteer time to providing kindness and resources to families in need, and is the mother of the first African 
American woman elected to the Minnesota House of Representatives, Neva Walker, in 2001; and 

Whereas: Clarissa Rogers Walker helped to make Sabathani Community Center a cornerstone community and cultural 
asset that supported African American youth and families in and around the Bryant Neighborhood of South 
Minneapolis; and 

Whereas: Clarissa Rogers Walker helped distinguish many of Sabathani’s programs that support thousands of families 
with a variety of resources, including fresh produce and other food needs, clothing, shelter, after-school 
support, youth empowerment, financial education, training, work readiness, housing assistance, and senior 
programming, and in its 53 years of service, has grown to serve a much more diverse community of American, 
Latino and East African residents; and 

Whereas: Launa Q. Newman, originally from Topeka, Kansas, later grew up in Iowa where she went on to attend Business 
school before moving to Minneapolis in 1958 and marrying Cecil Newman, the founder of the Minnesota 
Spokesman-Recorder; and 

Whereas: When Launa Q. Newman’s husband Cecil Newman passed away in 1976, Launa Q. Newman assumed 
leadership as the president and CEO of the Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder for 30 years until 2007; and 

Whereas: Launa Q. Newman carried the torch for the Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder to become the oldest Black-
owned Newspaper in the State of Minnesota, having celebrated its 85th year of service in August 2019, and 
one of the longest-standing, family-owned newspapers in the country; and 

Whereas: The Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder is a legacy institution with deep roots in both Minneapolis and St. Paul 
metro areas, particularly in the Central Neighborhood in South Minneapolis, known as a trusted source for 
Black news and information, and is a cherished cultural resource; and 

Whereas: Under the leadership of granddaughter Tracey Williams-Dillard, the Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder was 
designated as a local historic landmark on November 20, 2015; and 

Whereas: The City of Minneapolis recognizes the cultural significance of the 38th Street corridor that has a legacy and 
heritage deeply rooted in the African-American community and history; 

—NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED— 

That the Mayor and City Council do hereby honor Clarissa Rogers Walker and Launa Q. Newman for their outstanding 
contributions to the South Minneapolis community and residents of Minneapolis and that they are forever remembered 
on the 38th Street corridor with the commemorative street naming of “Clarissa Rogers Walker Way” on 3rd Avenue South, 
between East 36th Street and 42nd Street and “Launa Q. Newman Way” on 4th Avenue South, between East 36th Street 
and 42nd Street.  

Passed this the 8th Day of November, 2019 
 

_______________________________________ 
Lisa Bender, President of the Council 

 
Approved: 

 
_______________________________________ 
Jacob Frey, Mayor 

 
Attest: 

 
_______________________________________   
Casey Joe Carl, City Clerk 


