
 

 

 

By: Jenkins, Reich, Gordon, Fletcher, Cunningham, Ellison,  
Warsame, Goodman, Cano, Bender, Schroeder, Johnson, and Palmisano 

 
Honoring and recognizing august 20, 2019, as tHe 
400tH Year commemoration of resistance and 
Liberation of african americans in tHe citY of 
minneapoLis. 

Whereas: Whereas, the Papal Bull of 1452, issued by Pope Nicholas the V, stated that European nations had the 
permission of the Catholic Church to colonize the Americas and enslave Africans; and 

Whereas: Portugal, Spain, and the Netherlands started to bring Africans who were enslaved to Europe, the 
Caribbean, and the Americas; and  

Whereas: The British entered the practice in the 1600s and brought 20 Africans to the Americas in 1619; and 

Whereas: Britain’s involvement in the slave trade codified the institution, creating a racial hierarchy that bound 
enslaved Africans for a lifetime; and 

Whereas: Minnesota participated in the slave trade by encouraging slave holders to vacation in this state and invest 
in Minnesota’s businesses; and 

Whereas: The involvement of slaveholders from the South in Minnesota’s economy meant that enslaved Africans 
lived in Minnesota, even though it was a free state as designated by the Missouri Compromise; and 

Whereas: In order to protect the wealth of states like Minnesota and the institution of slavery, the Supreme Court 
ruled that Blacks had no rights by which the legal system had to abide by when enslaved Africans like Dred 
Scott fought against being illegally held in free states; and 

Whereas: After the Emancipation of Slavery, Minnesota continued to mistreat African Americans living in the state 
through violent and exclusionary practices including terrorizing and lynching African Americans for 
attempting to procure and sustain employment, wages, businesses, and homes or for any other perceived 
threat; redlining and destroying African American communities and businesses; moving jobs away from the 
central cities with the build out of the freeway system; mass incarceration; and disinvestments in public 
education; and 

Whereas: The practices and policies of the City of Minneapolis continue to drive these disparities making it one of the 
worst places for African Americans to live in the country; and 

Whereas: The City of Minneapolis, including its public institutions and private businesses, continues to make a profit 
off of funds from slave labor, slave holder investment, and continued oppression of African Americans; and 

Whereas: The current state of disparities is in direct correlation with the institution of slavery that continues to 
undergird our local and national economy; and 

Whereas: The City of Minneapolis recognizes the extent of the harm done and is taking active steps to reverse and 
repair the harm by passing the first racial equity action plan, building out affordable housing, having 
inclusive economic development policies, and building trust between community and city officials; and 

Whereas: The City of Minneapolis believes that the remedies to reverse the longstanding disparities must address the 
extent to which ascendants of Africans who were enslaved have been harmed; and 

Whereas: The solutions must be transformational in such a way that the City of Minneapolis becomes a place where 
everyone can thrive, where accountability and mutuality exists between City residents and government, 
and no one makes a profit at the expense of African Americans or anyone else as a result of their race, their 
gender, their sexual orientation, or any other way in which people are marginalized; 

—NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED— 
 
That the Mayor and City Council do hereby honor and recognize August 20, 2019, as the 400th Year Commemoration of 
Resistance and Liberation of African Americans in the City of Minneapolis and the week of August 19 – 24 as the Week of 
Resilience.  
 



That the City commits to deepening its work to institute policies and practices that will repair the harm experienced by 
people of African Ascent over the last 400 years as a result of the legacy of slavery and racism. 
 

Passed this the Eighth Day of August, 2019 
 

_______________________________________ 
Lisa Bender, President of the Council 

 
Approved: 

 
_______________________________________ 
Jacob Frey, Mayor 

 
Attest: 

 
_______________________________________   
Casey Joe Carl, City Clerk 

 


