
Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
December Full Committee Minutes 

Wednesday, December 4, 2020 
 
0BPresent: Neal Baxter, Abigail Johnson, Julia Curran, Barbara Olson, Christian Huelsman, Peter Vader, 
Tamir Ali Mohamud, Donna Hemp, Jim Welsch, Paul St. Martin, Christopher Hoffer, Aaron Berger; 
Matthew Dyrdahl, Julie Danzl, Emily Kettell, Steve Mahowald, Heather Gillich, Mackenzie Turner 
Bargen, Carrie Christensen, Rattana Sengsoulichanh, Heidi Schallberg, Millicent Flowers; Emily Wade & 
Nick Ray Olson, Our Streets; Luís Dax and Anna Dillon, pedestrians 

Resolutions 

Infrastructure and Engineering  

#1--Downtown East Resolution 
The Pedestrian Advisory Committee supports the Downtown East project as presented. The PAC 
appreciates the increased greening with the addition of boulevards, and the paved trail connection to 
Hiawatha Trail. The PAC wants to highlight the bump-outs along the corridor; and wants to see them 
extend completely to the travel lanes, in an effort to slow cars turning from Washington Avenue. The 
PAC further recommends that this street be studied for closure to vehicles, as the neighborhood 
density increases and as businesses change, in order to create a pedestrians and bikes only corridor. If 
that can’t be done, we’d recommend closing off the through-way on 3rd St at 11th avenue, turning 3rd 
St into two dead ends for vehicles, still allowing for the free flow of cyclists and pedestrians. In 
conclusion, the PAC was disappointed to hear that the red bricks can’t be used in this project as a 
street calming measure. We also are disappointed that this stretch of low-volume street used State Aid 
funding, and is therefore required to have 10' vehicle lanes, where 9' lanes would suffice.  

#2--Plymouth Ave North Reconstruction Resolution  
The Pedestrian Advisory Committee supports the 'gateway' aspects of the Plymouth Avenue project, 
slowing vehicle traffic and creating a feeling of calm on this corridor. The PAC appreciates the 
tightening of the corner radii on Penn and Plymouth. The PAC recommends that the east-bound 
Plymouth lane should not include a right-turn lane onto Penn, therefore keeping the crossing distance 
as short as possible for pedestrians moving north-south. The PAC also supports bus stops in the vehicle 
lanes, slowing traffic further (as expressly desired by the neighborhood), and maintaining short 
crossing distances at all intersections for pedestrians. To ensure safety the PAC supports the use of a 
median at Washburn to stop cars from crossing into oncoming lanes in order to pass a stopped bus. 
We strongly recommend this treatment at other bus stop intersections along this corridor.  

Programs and Policies  

#3--ADA Transition Plan draft resolution 
The Pedestrian Advisory Committee recognizes the serious defects with the draft ADA Transition Plan. 
The plan lacks basic necessary data on sidewalks. Additionally, it does not include a timeline for 
gathering this data, addressing sidewalk gaps, repairing uneven sidewalks, signals, or curb ramps. Nor 
is there a suggestion to provide immediate temporary measures to allow access for those with 



disabilities prior to street reconstruction.  

The PAC has grave concerns that the plan does not acknowledge seasonal conditions impacting very 
basic accessibility for a significant portion of the year, e.g. snow, ice, and drainage. In winter, people 
with limited mobility often cannot trigger a green light to cross major deadly thoroughfares and 
people with impaired vision cannot trigger the APS to know when the light has changed. We 
recommend converting all signalized intersections to automatic pedestrian phased with APS.  

The PAC urges the City Council to require that this transition plan include timelines for gathering basic 
data by the end of 2020 and address Minneapolis-specific (winter) contexts before it is approved by 
the City Council.  

 
Chair Abigail called the meeting to order at 4:02 PM and asked all present to introduce themselves. 
 

Acceptance of Minutes of November Meeting 
Tamir moved to approve the minutes; Christopher seconded. Approved. 

CIP Discussion—Trey Joiner & Liz Heyman 
Today we'll talk about the pedestrian CIPs from the 2020-2024 list. For 2021-2025, Public Works is 
putting together a list of CIPs to send to the CLIC in the spring. We'll come back in January 2020 with 
those proposals. 
This year the City budgeted $4.3 million in bike & pedestrian projects, and $25.7 million in bike & 
pedestrian programs. Trey read through the current CIPs which have pedestrian interest and identified 
the year the work was scheduled.  
Hoffer: how long will it take to fill sidewalk gaps with current funding? 
Liz: this is a new program, and we don't have the data on sidewalk gaps to tell you that.  
Paul: how does the City determine the sidewalks that need work? 
Liz: SWK001 is the program that does that. If you've noticed a gap on someone's property, the City has 
to alert the owner. Neither program can fill that gap. 
Huelsman: how do we get the most leverage for sidewalk projects? 
Liz: fitting sidewalk work into a street project leverages funds very well. 
Curran: how can we apply these funds to new sustainable projects? 
Liz: The City Council will have to address that need directly. These CIPs cannot. 
Paul: The Defective Sidewalk program has a 15-year cycle. How do you find these sidewalks if, as we 
heard at P & P, the City has no list of sidewalks in need of repair? 
Liz: sidewalks and curb ramps are flagged by inspectors as they see them. 

Open Streets Minneapolis—Matthew Dyrdahl and Nick Ray Olson 
Matthew introduced Nick by saying the Open Streets events, begun in 2011, have been a City event 
since 2015. This winter,  
we're thinking about whether and how to change Open Streets. This survey is one way to gather the 
public's suggestions. 
Nick: 2020 is also the final year of Our Streets' contract with the City to partner on Open Streets. 
Before asking for bids, we decided to find out what the public likes and dislikes about these events, 
and how they might change.  
Nick walked the PAC through the survey, as we filled out the form. 
Comments from the PAC included: I hear Open Streets is getting expensive, how would parkways work 
as Open Streets venues, have you considered a Friday rush hour Open Streets. 



LIMS and Website Changes—Millicent Flowers 
The City Clerk's office has requested that all boards and commissions, and the City Council, adopt a 
single format for their agendas and minutes. This change will become effective in January 2020. 
Millicent gave the PAC a look at the new format. The public will access all committees from the 
calendar on the City's website; agendas will link to documents directly This format is expected to 
make finding minutes easier for the citizenry. Millicent will show us the changes again in January. 

Annual Report to the City Council—Angela Johnson 
PAC's annual report to the City Council is drawing near. Angela and Nick Mason of the BAC are 
planning what to say about the work the committees have done in 2019. The tentative date for the 
report is January 7; the place, the meeting of the Council's Transportation and Public Works 
Committee, in the City Council chamber. Angela and Matthew will keep PAC members apprised of the 
date of the meeting.  

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee Meeting—Barb Olson 
We heard about 3 projects at our November meeting. First, a report about the Upper Harbor 
Terminal. This 48-acre industrial site lies along the Mississippi River between Lowry and Dowling 
Avenues. Plans for the site include a park, housing and businesses. The transportation focus here will 
be transit, biking and pedestrian traffic. The only point of access into the site now is at Dowling 
Avenue, which is also a Vision Zero High Injury street. The committee suggested this would be a good 
spot to test new sidewalk treatments that minimize ice buildup.  
Mahowald: given current density, the MTC cannot justify yet running a transit route from downtown 
into the old Terminal. If ridership allows, we may add buses to the Lyndale Avenue route and schedule 
a short trip from Lyndale into the Upper Harbor. We asked the developers to build a place for a bus to 
turn, in case this possibility became feasible. 
Rattana: this area is a very important transit nexus. The improvements on Lyndale, Penn and I-94 need 
your input. 
Carrie: a CAC has been established to work on the park here. One priority is to consolidate the park 
areas. 
Next, we heard about the Downtown East project, which is focused on 3rd Street South near 11th 
Avenue. Proposed for construction in 2021, this project will repair pavement, close sidewalk gaps and 
link to the Hiawatha bike trail. We asked about closing this area to car traffic, or at least reducing the 
speed limit here. The project manager welcomed our resolution.  
Next on our agenda was the Plymouth Avenue reconstruction between Xerxes and Penn. Public Works 
will fully reconstruct the right of way here. That means new sidewalks, gutters, pedestrian ramps, 
utility improvements, and more. The neighborhood has said they want lower speeds here, and 
medians are under consideration.  
Christopher read resolution #1 above; Neal seconded. Approved, as amended. 
Christopher read resolution #2 above; Neal seconded. Approved, as amended.  

Programs & Policies Subcommittee Meeting—Peter Vader 
Our most contentious item was the ADA Transition Plan as presented by Kelsey Fogt. The committee 
didn't like what we heard. Very unsettling is the City's lack of information on improvements that are 
needed to make Minneapolis more accessible for the disabled. We agreed to draft a resolution to 
comment on the Plan as presented. Curran read the resolution (#3 above); Christian seconded. 
Approved.  
We also heard from Emma Pachuta of the Park Board about their work on a comprehensive plan. The 
plan being developed this year must be finished by 2021 (as required by the Met Council) and will 



replace the plan drawn up in 2007. This plan sets policy direction, lays out shared values and 
establishes budget guidelines for the city's park system. It does not, nor is meant to, set out a plan for 
each park. Priorities for the whole system are the goal here.  
Robin Garwood, 2nd Ward Aide, came to the committee to advise that the Council's Public Health, 
Environment, Civil Rights & Engagement Committee would hear a proposed resolution of interest to 
the PAC, on December 2. At that meeting, Council Member Cam Gordon (Robin's boss), and Ward 11 
Council Member Jeremy Schroeder proposed a resolution declaring a climate emergency and 
proposing a sustainable building policy for the city. At the same meeting, the committee considered 
adopting a social cost of carbon. The price of fossil fuels does not include the so-called externalities, 
among them the additional expenses accruing to the City thanks to climate change. The Council will 
consider adopting a figure approved by the Public Utilities Commission in the 1990s and refined since. 
The figure proposed is $42.46 per ton of carbon dioxide equivalent in 2020, and this figure will 
increase. The metric will be used to evaluate energy utility investments, and the true costs of climate 
change on our infrastructure. The full Council will vote on these measures on December 13. 
 

Announcements 
Carrie: Parks for All needs PAC input!  
Heidi: The Met Council is looking for community members to apply, especially bike and pedestrian 
advocates.  
Christian: the 2020 Walking Summit is coming to St. Louis. 
 

Adjournment 
Neal moved to adjourn; Abigail seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 6:14 PM. 
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