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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
MINNEAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

ADJOURNED MEETING OF AUGUST 9, 2018 
(FROM THE REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 3, 2018) 

 
 

(Published August 15, 2018, in Finance and Commerce) 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice President Jenkins called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, a quorum being 
present. 
 
Present - Council Members Kevin Reich, Cam Gordon, Steve Fletcher, Jeremiah Ellison, Abdi Warsame, 
Lisa Goodman, Andrea Jenkins, Alondra Cano, Jeremy Schroeder, Andrew Johnson, Linea Palmisano.  
Absent – Council Member Phillipe Cunningham, President Lisa Bender. 
 
Johnson moved adoption of the agenda. 
 
On motion by Jenkins, the agenda was amended to include under the Order of Resolutions a resolution 
honoring Arvonne Fraser. 
 
The agenda, as amended, was adopted. 
 
 
The following action and resolution were signed by Mayor Jacob Frey on August 9, 2018. Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 331A.01, Subd 10, allows for summary publication of ordinances and resolutions in the 
official newspaper of the city.  A complete copy of each summarized ordinance and resolution is available 
for public inspection in the Office of City Clerk. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
Resolution 2018R-261 honoring Arvonne Fraser was adopted. 
 
The following is the complete text of the unpublished summarized resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2018R-261 
By Jenkins, Reich, Gordon, Fletcher, Cunningham, Ellison, 

Warsame, Goodman, Cano, Bender, Schroeder, Johnson, Palmisano 
 
Honoring Arvonne Fraser. 
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Whereas, Arvonne Fraser, a first lady of the City of Minneapolis, at the age of 92, did pass from this life while 
surrounded by her family at the family’s riverside retreat along the St. Croix River, concluding her many years of 
extraordinary leadership, public service, and community activism; and 
 
Whereas, Arvonne Fraser graduated from the University of Minnesota with a degree in liberal arts, and returned 
to her alma mater in later years to serve as a senior fellow at the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs from 1982 
– 1994 and senior fellow emerita thereafter, and directed the Humphrey School’s International Women’s Rights 
Action Watch and co-founded its Center on Women, Gender & Public Policy; and 
 
Whereas, Arvonne Fraser had a distinguished political career, beginning with her service while attending the 
University of Minnesota working on the senate campaign for Hubert H. Humphrey, later joining the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor (DFL) Party where she was the editor of the Party’s newsletter and served as secretary 
for the state chairperson. She became vice-chair of the party in 1956, a position she held until 1962. She served 
on the Minneapolis Board of Public Welfare and was national president of the Women’s Equity Action League 
from 1972 to 1974. In 1976, she led the Carter-Mondale presidential campaign in the Upper Midwest and, after 
election victory, was appointed Counselor, Office of Presidential Personnel, and later served as the director of the 
Office of Women in Development at the United States Agency for International Development from 1977 to 1981. 
She went on to serve as a United States representative to the United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women and was a member of the United States delegations of the first two United Nations World Conferences 
of Women. In 1986, alongside George Latimer, Arvonne Fraser ran for Lieutenant Governor of the State of 
Minnesota. From 1993 to 1994, she was the United States Ambassador to the United National Commission on 
the Status of Women; and 
 
Whereas, in 1979, Arvonne Fraser received an Honorary Doctor of Laws degree from Macalester College, in 2007, 
she received the Outstanding Achievement Award from the University of Minnesota, and in 1992, she received a 
Resourceful Woman Award for women’s human rights from the Tides Foundation; and 
 
Whereas, in 1950, Arvonne Fraser received the Louis B. Sohn Human Rights Award, the Superior Honor Award, 
and the Elizabeth Boyer Award and was recognized with the Minneapolis International Citizen Award; and 
 
Whereas, in 1995, Arvonne Fraser became the first non-lawyer to be presented with the Prominent Women in 
International Law Award, Women’s Interest Group, American Society of International Law, recognizing her 
trailblazing leadership both nationally and internationally on women’s rights issues; and  
 
Whereas, alongside her own distinguished career, Arvonne Fraser was wife, chief confidant, counselor, and 
cheerleader for her husband, Don Fraser, former Minnesota State Senator (1954-1962), United States 
Representative (1963-1979), and the longest-serving Mayor of the City of Minneapolis (1980-1993), having 
managed all his campaigns and serving as both inspiration and guide for his work as an elected policymaker at 
national, state, and local levels of government, from 1954 to 1979; and 
 
Whereas, Arvonne Fraser and her husband Don had six children—Thomas, Mary, John, Lois, Anne, and Jean—
and seven grandchildren; 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis: 
 
That the Mayor and City Council do hereby present this Honorary Resolution to celebrate the life and lasting 
legacy of Arvonne Fraser and to honor her many contributions to the City of Minneapolis, the State of Minnesota, 
and the United States of America during a lifetime of service. 
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That the Mayor and City Council extend their heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of Arvonne Fraser, 
together with their best wishes in hopes that they take comfort from her life of purpose, service, and joy. 
 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
No action was taken by the body on the Police Department charter amendment, since the matter has 
been referred to and remains with the Charter Commission. 
 

COUNCIL ACTION 2018A-0618 
On motion by Cano, the prior staff directive relating to the Police Department charter amendment 
adopted by City Council at its regular meeting held Friday, August 3, 2018, was amended to read as 
follows: 
 
Directs the City Attorney to provide a legal analysis of the existing provisions of the City Charter and 
applicable state laws and regulations related to the Minneapolis Police Department and to share these 
findings in the form of a legal memo to the Council and Mayor no later than August 9 September 28, 2018: 
 
1. The distinguishing characteristics of legislative versus executive power as those terms pertain to the 

authority, roles and responsibilities, and general scope of duties for the City Council and the Mayor 
for the general administration of the City enterprise; this should include an explanation of the nature 
of the existing shared authority between the City Council and the Mayor with respect to the Police 
Department. 

 
2. The impact of applicable state laws or regulations which would restrict or otherwise effect the 

authority of the Mayor and/or City Council with respect to oversight and administration of the Police 
Department. 

 
3. The nature of the authority the City Council currently holds with respect to the Police Department, 

separate from that which is provided in the City Charter for the Mayor. 
 
4. The authority the Mayor may have with respect to the Police Department, separate from that which 

is provided in the City Charter for the City Council. 
 
Authorizes the City Attorney to provide support and analysis on legal issues to the Charter Commission as 
it reviews the charter amendment relating to Council authority to make rules and regulations for the 
police department pursuant to the action of the Council at its meeting on August 3, 2018. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion by Johnson, the meeting was adjourned to August 15, 2018, at 11:00 a.m. in the Council 
Chamber for the purpose of receiving Mayor Jacob Frey's 2019 Budget Address. 
 
 

Casey Joe Carl, 
City Clerk 


