
Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting minutes 
Wednesday, December 7, 2022 

 
Present: Neal Baxter, Andrew Frenz, Leisa Meeuwen-Ristuben, Barb Olson, Austin Holik, Donn Poll, 
Tamir Ali Mohamud, Julia Curran, Peter Vader; Millicent Flowers, Kadence Novak, Andrew Degerstrom, 
Heidi Schallberg, Julie Danzl, Sara Dunlap 

 

Chair Peter Vader called the meeting to order at 4:01 PM and asked for introductions from all present. 

Adoption of the Agenda and the Minutes 
The agenda, the October and November Programs & Policies Minutes, and the November PAC 
minutes were approved. 

Programs & Policies Subcommittee Report—Austin Holik, co-chair 
At our November meeting we heard from Ethan Fawley about the 2022 update of the crash study for 
Vision Zero.  

We discussed the issue of police squad cars idling on the sidewalk along the Nicollet Mall and agreed 
on who would write a draft of a resolution about that. 

Also, Steve Mahowald of Metro Transit (with help from colleague Jonathan Ahn) talked about the 
Metro system in Seoul, South Korea. He was impressed with the system while visiting relations in the 
city recently.  

Frenz: Did Ethan want us to draft a resolution? 
AH: He'll return in the spring, but he did not need a resolution yet. 

Meanwhile, the Police Department did not respond to our invitation to attend the meeting and 
discuss the reasons for parking squad cars on the Nicollet Mall. So, we proceeded to draft a resolution 
about this. 

Heidi read the resolution; Neal seconded. Approved, as amended. 

AH: I should ask, where will this resolution go, and who will see it? 

Kadence: I send our resolutions to the City Council, to our agency partners, and to 50 or more City 
staff. I'll check to see whether the Police Department is on that list. 

Next, the PAC discussed at length a resolution about winter sidewalk conditions. We sent the 
resolution back to committee. 

 

Visioning & Winter Maintenance Discussion 
We broke up into small groups and shared our thoughts about snow removal when we regrouped. 

• winter maintenance conferences that agencies convene focus on the needs of automobiles; 
research also focuses on cars  

• the priority for City plows is clearing the main thoroughfares (and most schools are not on 
these streets) 

• we should encourage our neighbors to clear the corners 



• better organizing, with the help of City government, of local residents for clearing the 
sidewalks 

• quality of City removal of snow vs quality of resident removal: better or worse? 

• we should figure out the labor cost of the City clearing the sidewalks 

 

And these are the visioning ideas the groups shared: 

• improve sidewalk maintenance year-round: filling holes, resurfacing, filling in gaps in the 
network 

• revisit ADA curb cuts 

• legalize automatic traffic light enforcement 

• narrow the width of 4-lane roads 

• track the PAC's outcomes  

• do we have/get all the information we need to evaluate and advise? 

• change the drainage of the sidewalks when repairing and rebuilding streets 

• speed limits and other traffic-calming mechanisms 

• personal safety and Safe Routes to School 

• ADA upgrades 

• help with and monitor the Met Council's Regional 2050 Plan 

• improve the Met Council's Regional Development Guide 

Announcements 
Peter: The D Line started running last week on Chicago Avenue. I used it several times and it's 
wonderful. 

Kadence: There will be a virtual open house about the draft of the Racial Equity Framework, on 
December 8 from 6-7 PM.  

Adjournment 
Neal moved to adjourn; Barb seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 5:55 PM. 

 

 

Resolution: 
MPD vehicles parked on downtown sidewalks 

The Pedestrian Advisory Committee calls for removal of unoccupied Minneapolis Police Department 
SUVs obstructing the public right of way for “Operation Endeavor” and in any non-emergency 
situation.  

The Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) has a track record of racial profiling and targeted 
harassment of Black, Native, and Latino citizens. The sustained presence of large police vehicles on 



sidewalks along bus routes and outside workplaces downtown carries with it the weight of MPD's 
historic practices. While we acknowledge that the collective trauma of the ongoing pandemic and 
unrest following the murder of George Floyd continue to impact the ways in which residents and 
visitors experience safety in our city, we urge our city leaders to explore new solutions to perceived 
safety concerns - solutions where all members of our community feel safe on our city streets.  

This practice has negative implications for pedestrians and transit users in additional important ways:  

• Police vehicles on our sidewalks, in bike lanes, in furniture zones, and in front of businesses 
create physical impediments to free movement around the city, limiting access to public right 
of way.  

• Multiple police vehicles in a condensed area, especially those with running emergency lights, 
send a message that these areas are not safe for anyone. This harm is especially true for BIPOC 
community members.  

• City ordinances (e.g., Chapter 58 of the municipal code) prohibit idling of unoccupied vehicles, 
including police vehicles, to prevent emissions that contribute to the climate crisis and reduced 
health outcomes.  

• City sidewalks are not designed to hold the weight of a police SUV. This practice significantly 
contributes to the degradation of pedestrian infrastructure.  

 

The Minneapolis Police Department was invited to speak to the PAC Programs and Policies 
Subcommittee prior to issuing this resolution but declined this invitation.  
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