
Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting minutes 
Thursday, November 2, 2022 

 

Present: Neal Baxter, Andrew Frenz, Leisa Meeuwen-Ristuben, Barb Olson, Harmony Anderson, Raina 
Urton, Julia Curran, Peter Vader; Millicent Flowers, Kadence Novak, Ethan Fawley, Rattana 
Sengsoulichanh, Tom Thao, Steve Mahowald, Heidi Schallberg 

 

Resolutions at end of document: 
1. France Ave resolution  

2. West Broadway Avenue Pedestrian Safety  

 

Chair Peter Vader called the meeting to order at 4:03 PM and asked all present to introduce 
themselves.  

As this was Ethan Fawley's last meeting as temporary bike-ped coordinator, he said good-bye. Kadence 
Novak, the newly appointed Bike-Pedestrian Coordinator, attended her first PAC meeting today.  

Acceptance of the Minutes 
The P&P minutes were unavailable at this time; the PAC approved the I&E and PAC minutes from 
October. 

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee Minutes—Barb Olson 
At our October meeting, we heard about three projects. First, France Avenue is due for re-paving, 
from Excelsior Avenue to 50th Street. The first phase will repave the street from 44th Street north. As 
presented, this project was disappointing. We asked and were told that climate change had no impact 
on the project's design. The project will include few pedestrian safety measures, except for some 
improvements at 42nd Street. Because the neighbors objected to removal of parking on France 
Avenue, no such change is planned. Traffic lanes will be cut to 11 feet, and longer lasting ground-in 
striping will replace painted crosswalks. Leisa read the resolution (#1 above); Neal seconded. 
Approved. 

Steve Mahowald of Metro Transit disclosed that, due to the opening of the projected E Line Rapid 
Transit line, the France Avenue bus may stop operating north of 42nd Street.  

Next, we heard about the Hennepin-Dunwoody Bikeway, a project we very much liked. This project 
will build a protected bike lane under the I-94 bridge and continue to connect with the Cedar Lake 
bike trail beyond I-394. This is a very dangerous and traffic-heavy stretch of road. Also included in the 
projected work will be drainage modifications. This project is scheduled for 2024 & 2025. 

The third project we heard about was the Johnson Street NE project. This project will introduce a safer 
path for pedestrians and bikes where Johnson meets the I-35W access routes to the Quarry shopping 
mall. This is another dangerous and complicated area for non-vehicular traffic. 

 



Programs & Policies Subcommittee Meeting—Julia Curran 
At our October meeting we enjoyed an update about the Racial Equity Framework for Transportation, 
which is due for a vote by the City Council in March 2023. Staff is working on a new way to evaluate 
transportation equity. We also talked briefly about winter maintenance of streets and sidewalks and 
discussed when to schedule an update about traffic signals. 

Andrew Frenz also mentioned that a citizen was killed on West Broadway recently, and he proposed 
writing a resolution to point out improvements that the City could make there. Andrew read the 
resolution at this time; Neal seconded.  

Approved. 

 

The PAC worked on a resolution directed at the parking of police squad cars on sidewalks. After much 
amending of the proposed resolution, Steve Mahowald urged the PAC to ask a member of the Police 
Department to attend a meeting. We agreed to do so and will invite a member of the department 
soon. 

Announcements 
Kadence: On November 12, from noon to 3 PM, there will be a chance to talk about mobility hubs at 
the Chicago-Lake Transit Hub. 

Heidi: I was asked about how the Metro Council accommodates the needs of attendees at our 
meetings. We have brought our meetings to the standards of the Disabilities Act, and any other 
accommodation would require action by the state legislature. The Metro Council does not have a 
mask requirement at present. 

 

Adjournment 

Raina moved to adjourn; Neal seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 6:00 PM. 

 

 

Resolutions  
France Ave resolution  

The Pedestrian Advisory Committee can not support the design as presented for the France Avenue 
Repaving Project. This project does not meet county and city transportation and climate policies and 
goals, nor does it improve safety or comfort for people walking, rolling, and biking.  

France Ave is the only realistic north-south route between Excelsior Boulevard and 44th Street, for 
bicyclists every bit as much as for cars. As such, even a project limited to repaving must include basic 
protections for the people moving along this stretch outside of cars. These protections have become 
“table stakes” features on similar streets all over Minneapolis and Hennepin County.  

At a minimum, the PAC calls for:  

• Traffic calming by narrowing lanes and constructing features beyond paint to reduce driver speeds 
and to make shoulders unavailable for passing.  

• Establishing more medians (as called for in the design at 42nd Street) and raised pedestrian 
crossings.  



• More medians as at 42nd Street or at minimum, increasing the number of crosswalks. With the 
current design pedestrians must travel many blocks before finding a marked crossing.  

• Rapid flashing beacons at particularly busy intersections.  

 

We also find the proposed design shortsighted, as it does not make allowances for coming multi-
modal users to this section of France Ave as new transit lines are completed.  

The PAC recognizes the challenges of improving for all users a hectic, hilly corridor lined with residents 
opposed to change and accustomed to immediate and free street parking. But to go no further than 
paint, solely because of the driving subset of France Avenue users, evades commitments to safety for 
all street users, to mode shift, and to the climate emergency.  

 

West Broadway Avenue Pedestrian Safety  

On October 19, 2022, a community member was killed in a vehicle-pedestrian hit-and-run collision at 
the intersection of West Broadway Avenue and Logan Avenue North. This incident is the third fatal 
vehicle-pedestrian collision on this high-injury street in the last 13 months. 

The Pedestrian Advisory Committee observes that this fatal vehicle-pedestrian collision occurred on a 
stretch of roadway which fails to provide the most basic level of pedestrian infrastructure, and which 
does not reflect the City's transportation priorities. This stretch of West Broadway Avenue includes 
four primary vehicle lanes plus a split center turn lane in some locations. In this location, there are 
four consecutive three-way intersections (West Broadway and Logan, Ilion, Morgan, and Newton 
Avenues North) which do not include any form of pedestrian infrastructure crossing busy West 
Broadway Avenue-- no curb ramps, no marked crosswalks, no pedestrian signage, no traffic signals. A 
gap of approximately 1,550 feet (0.3 miles) exists between crossings of West Broadway.  

It is unreasonable to expect that a pedestrian crossing West Broadway would detour to the nearest 
crossing where pedestrian infrastructure is provided given the distance between crossings. This 
stretch of West Broadway is located directly adjacent to the North YMCA and one block from both 
North Commons Park and Cottage Park. New affordable apartments and townhomes specifically 
intended for families with children are nearing completion directly adjacent to the north side of this 
stretch of West Broadway. The current lack of any pedestrian crossing infrastructure for four 
consecutive intersections incentivizes dangerous crossings of a high-speed, high-volume road in 
locations where motorists do not expect to see pedestrians. This increases the hazard that this section 
of road poses to the community and the division that it creates and separates residents in the Jordan 
and Willard-Hay neighborhoods from important nearby amenities and community facilities. For 
people who rely on wheelchairs or other mobility devices, the impact of this division is even greater.  

The Pedestrian Advisory Committee calls on Hennepin County and the City of Minneapolis to 
implement immediate emergency pedestrian crossing improvements to this stretch of West Broadway 
Avenue, and to prioritize the reconstruction of West Broadway as a complete street which protects all 
users and reflects our community's transportation priorities as part of the Blue Line Extension project. 
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