
Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting minutes 
Thursday, October 6, 2022 

 

Present: Neal Baxter, Andrew Frenz, Leisa Meeuwen-Ristuben, Andrea Riehl, Donn Poll, Raina Urton, 
Julia Curran, Peter Vader; Millicent Flowers, Ethan Fawley, Rattana Sengsoulichanh, Andrew 
Degerstrom; Christopher Hoffer and Chris Kartheiser, citizens 

 

Chair Peter called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM and asked all present to introduce themselves. 

 

Recognizing Chris Kartheiser 
Chris was support staff for the PAC for a bit more than four years, from 2017 to 2022. He helped us 
strategize and draw up a workable agenda each month, and was a great asset to the PAC. His 
particular function was to support the Programs & Policies Subcommittee.  

Hoffer: Chris helped the PAC to grow as an institution, by thinking outside of the box and through his 
knowledge of city staff and work. 

Curran: I especially appreciated his patience. 

Rattana: I thoroughly enjoyed sharing work & space with you. 

Chris K: I really enjoyed working with the PAC. And I want to praise Millicent, too, for her excellent 
work during COVID. 

Approval of the September Minutes 
Approved by voice vote. 

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee Report—Leisa Meeuwen-Ristuben, co-
chair 
We heard about three projects at our September meeting. First Avenue is being re-designed from 
Grant Street to 31st Street. We had concerns about the on-street parking that was part of the plan, but 
we loved the plans for building green space along the route. The plan includes work on utilities under 
the street, and on the bridge over the Greenway.  

Graco Park, at Plymouth Avenue NE along the river, came up next. The intersection of Plymouth & 
Sibley is slated for pedestrian improvements, and the neighbors overwhelmingly support a path under 
Plymouth Avenue for pedestrians. The park will be planted with habitat and wildlife in mind.  

The Phillips area will get pedestrian and bike improvements starting in 2023. The work will begin on 
24th Street, where speeding is a concern. Later, Public Works will improvement pedestrian access over 
I-35W and Hiawatha at 26th & 28th Streets. A final open house is planned for October.  

Leisa read the resolution; Neal seconded. Approved, with changes. 

Discussion included the following: 

Raina: I was annoyed at the added parking here. 

Andrew: Staff said that the current street parking is inadequate.  



Leisa: Residents don't want to pay to park in their off-street lots, so they park on the street instead. 

Raina: I would prefer a bike lane along each side of First Avenue, or a wider sidewalk.  

Donn: How can we help the Stevens Square residents adapt to driving less and taking transit more? 

Andrew: Would a mobility hub here help? 

Donn: We need to reduce parking where possible and help residents transition away from cars. 

Raina: Citizens look at on-street parking as their private parking spots. It's really public space that 
should be used more intelligently for all the public. 

 

Programs & Policies Subcommittee Report—Julia Curran, co-chair 
At our September meeting, we had our first discussion this year about winter conditions. The City's 
Winter Maintenance Study is due for an overhaul. Please read it and look for ways to improve it. 

Andrea: Austin, Julia and I got together to talk about how the PAC can push the City further. We 
decided that any new staff member who rewrites the Study will need input from the PAC from the 
beginning. We ask all members to take a look at the current Study. Look especially for what the Study 
does not address. 

Curran: I've asked staff people in the Special Service Districts to tell us, at a P&P meeting, how they 
deal with winter. 

 

Announcements 
Ethan: The new Bike-Ped Coordinator has been hired and starts work in 2 weeks. 

Andrea: Move Minnesota is hosting an event on October 26 to recruit new members, at 612Brew on 
Northeast Broadway (7-8 PM). Also, I'm representing the PAC on the Franklin project's advisory group. 
We've met once so far, and we meet again in 2023. 

 

Neal moved to adjourn; Raina seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 5:32 PM. 

 
 

Resolution: 1st Avenue South Reconstruction 
 

The Pedestrian Advisory Committee supports the reconstruction of 1st Street Ave South and the 
overall proposed design. 

Both Vision Zero data and public engagement clearly demonstrate the need, and demand, for a safer 
1st Avenue.  

Elsewhere along the route the PAC appreciates: 
• The single-lane conversion and protected bike lanes.  

• The elimination of the short section of 16th St east of 1st Avenue, removing intersections and 
crossings with unusual geometry. 



 • The retention of a public sidewalk through the area where 16th St is eliminated and the 
eliminated sidewalk gap on the south side of 15th Street. 

 • The inclusion of bumpouts to narrow crossing distances, which are particularly welcome at the 
historically high-speed intersections of 26th and 28th Streets.  

• The conscious arrangement of the bikeway and boulevard to allow for the preservation of mature 
street trees.  

PAC calls for the following as the project is further developed: 
 • A maximum of 11’ travel lanes throughout the single lane segments of 1st Avenue, and a 
maximum of 10’ wide travel lanes in two-lane segments. Narrower lanes calm vehicle traffic, and 
the recovered space could widen long stretches of 6’ sidewalks in the current design.  

• Marked crosswalks at all legal crossings, consider additional signage related to crosswalks.  

• Raised crossings at intersections with higher speeds (28th, 26th) and with the highest volumes of 
pedestrian traffic (26th, Franklin).  

• If the bike lane must switch from the east to west side of 1st Ave, do so at an intersection south 
of busy, conflict-filled 31st Street. 

 • A mountable curb profile which most discourages vehicles from exiting the roadway while still 
meeting the requirements of the Minneapolis Fire Department. 

 • Work with MPRB to identify opportunities to develop the now enlarged area of unused right-of-
way at the 1st/15th/16th intersection for public recreation and/or ecological function.  

 • A winter maintenance action plan to keep the bikeways clear, especially where plows are likely to 
leave snow along sections with no boulevard between the bikeway and the street. 

 • Elimination of on-street parking in favor of creative, innovative uses to encourage mode share 
shift in this densely populated corridor. 

 --Mobility hubs 

 --Bike share stations 

 --Secure bike parking 

 --Bus passes and improved transit infrastructure 
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