
Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting minutes 
Wednesday, June 1, 2022 

Online 

Present: Neal Baxter, Raina Urton, Tamir Ali Mohamud, Austin Holik, Barb Olson, Julia Curran, 
Harmony Anderson, Peter Vader; Millicent Flowers, Julie Danzl 

 

Vice-Chair Raina called the meeting to order at 4:03 PM. 

 

Approval of the Agenda  
Neal moved to approve the agenda; Tamir seconded. Approved. 

Approval of the April and May Minutes 
Neal moved the minutes; Barb seconded. Approved. 

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee Report—Barb Olson 
Our committee looked at three projects in May. First, we heard about the work planned for First 
Avenue, from Grant Street to Lake Street. The project will rebuild the bridge over the Midtown 
Greenway, install a 2-way protected bikeway on the west side of the street, and widen the sidewalks 
on both sides to 6 feet. Green stormwater infrastructure, preserving mature trees, ADA ramps and 
APS at signalized intersections are also planned. The planners asked for a resolution, and we wrote 
one. The project is scheduled for 2024 or 2025. 

Next, we heard about the 26th Ave. N. Olson Park trail gap. The work here is scheduled for 2023. The 
project will connect the park to existing trails, and make engaging with nature (for observation, 
fishing, and boating) easier. The view of the Mississippi River and downtown will be enhanced with 
judicious trimming of foliage, and with an orientation of the whole area toward the river. The City is 
also looking for an easement from Continental Concrete, which uses the rail spur located here. We 
asked about flooding along the riverbanks. The work is scheduled for 2023. 

Finally, we looked at the plan to repave Marshall Street NE, work scheduled for 2022. In addition to re-
paving from Lowry to 37th Avenue, traffic lanes will narrow, and ADA-compliant pedestrian ramps will 
be built. From Lowry to St. Anthony Parkway, a dedicated bike lane will connect to the Lowry bridge 
and the Grand Rounds. North of St. Anthony Parkway, one traffic lane will be converted into a center 
left turn lane. 

Programs & Policies Subcommittee Meeting—Peter Vader 
At our May meeting, we discussed who is interested in serving as Chair, and the other executive roles. 
We hold elections for these offices in July.  

We also talked about how to boost the PAC's strategic planning. What accounts for the gap between 
what the plans say will be built and the finished project? We considered how this happens, and how 
talking with Council Members and anyone connected with the Special Service Districts might reduce 
these surprising changes.  

Note: the vote on the Hennepin Avenue project is scheduled for June 9 (PWI Committee) and June 16 
(full Council). 



 

Resolutions 
We had three resolutions from the May PAC meeting to vote on. Raina read the resolution about the 
Lowry project; Neal seconded. Approved. 

Raina read the Lyndale resolution; Neal seconded. Approved. 

Raina read the resolution about the Minnehaha rehabilitation project; Neal seconded. Approved.  

Next, we wrote on the spot a resolution about the Hennepin Avenue project, scheduled for City 
Council vote this month. After we finished writing the resolution, Raina read it, and Neal seconded. 
Approved. 

Announcements 
Julie: Jefferson School, on Hennepin & 26th Street, has been re-named for civil rights activist Ella Baker. 

 

Adjourned at 5:24 PM. 
 
 

Resolutions:  
Lowry Ave NE Resolution 

The Pedestrian Advisory Committee supports the Lowry Ave project, we appreciate the lane 
reductions and raised crossings/bump-outs on side streets, and the shared use paths on either side of 
the roadway. We would request a change in curb pan width to narrow the road making crossing safer. 
The design and maintenance should ensure that medians provide a clear, dry and safe refuge for 
pedestrians and wheelchair users year-round. We remind the County to include directional curb 
ramps on all legs at all crossings throughout the corridor. We acknowledge that there are blind spots 
for drivers at the railroad bridge and further design is needed to slow drivers to create a safe 
directional crossing at the western leg of the 7th Street NE intersection. 

Resolution for Lyndale Ave South 4-3 Pilot Project  

The Pedestrian Advisory Committee supports all changes on Lyndale Ave South that provide critical 
safety for pedestrians, wheelchair users, bicyclists, and transit users, including, the conversion for 4 to 
3 lanes, new striping on sidewalk crossings, upgrading sidewalk ramps, bus stop areas, lighting and 
flashing beacons. We call for extending the data collection timeline to a minimum of one full year, 
which would capture use of the corridor across all four seasons. In addition, it will take this long for 
people to adjust and make choices in response to the new design. We ask Hennepin County to collect 
pedestrian data on adjacent streets in evaluating next options, and adjust traffic signal timing to 
prioritize pedestrians, wheelchair users and bicyclists by reducing cycle lengths. Lastly, we are 
enthusiastic to see the County responding to safety concerns and if the evaluation of this pilot 
suggests that the 4 to 3 design isn’t working, we should look for new solutions but can’t go back to the 
4-lane design. 

Resolution for the Minnehaha Concrete Rehabilitation Program 

The Pedestrian Advisory Committee supports this project. We appreciate making these intersections 
safer for all users by improving pedestrian crossings and car turning angles so that sight lines are 
adequate for seeing pedestrians, bicyclists, and wheelchair users. 



Resolution for the Hennepin Avenue bus lanes 

The Pedestrian Advisory Committee re-asserts its support for the 24/7 bus lanes included in the staff-
recommended design for the Hennepin Ave South project. 

24/7 bus lanes are a part of the staff recommendation and supported by a $60 million Metro Transit 
investment, the entire 15-member Minneapolis legislative delegation, and the direct result of 
extensive public engagement guided by Minneapolis Public Works. 

The City’s own data has shown that this is the best option and the only option that meets the City’s 
policies including: 

• Transportation Action Plan 

• Complete Streets 

• Vision Zero 

• Mpls 2040 Plan 

• Climate Action Plan 

• Equity Plan 

Rapid transit infrastructure increases local economic activity and incorporates a more diverse group of 
shoppers including children, the elderly, the disabled, and many others. The vitality of Prospect Park 
near the light rail and Snelling Avenue adjacent to the A line in St. Paul are examples of increased 
commerce and investment that are the result of this type of redesigned infrastructure. 

Minneapolis must lead in safe, inclusive, and well-designed streets for all people. Implementing the 
design as shown with 24/7 bus lanes on day one sets the standard for future projects on similar 
community corridors controlled by other entities.  
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