
Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
Engineering Minutes 
Thursday, September 9, 2021– 4:30 PM 
Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Call to Order, Christopher Hoffer 4.32 pm 

Graco Park, Carrie Christensen MPRB, 0-15% 

This project for Graco Park is just north of the Plymouth Ave Bridge in Northeast Minneapolis. 
This land is ancestral land for our Indigenous people of Minnesota. 

Minneapolis Park and recreations Board purchased this land in 2010, the land has been sitting 
without changes or improvements since that time. They received an easement free of charge, 
they also received a grant from the Graco Foundation. They started Community engagement in 
June of 2021, they will have had three rounds of engagement prior to submitting their final 
concept for approval in January of 2022. It should be noted that each concept includes a 100-
year flood area barrier within the park and an East bank trail with a future regional trail 
connection. Carrie presented three concepts for consideration at this meeting, she noted that 
the possibility of a Boardwalk along the river’s edge is no longer an option due to limited 
clearance under the bridge. She also stated that Hall’s Island will be restored as a Habitat/Bird 
sanctuary, it will not have any walking paths for people. 

This projects timeline runs to 2023 for construction, bidding for contractors will begin in 2022 
after approval of the final concept. 

Concept #1 

This concept provides for lots of green spaces. It also provides for two multi-use buildings on 
the eastern edge of the site, one for MPRB offices and one Community Office. It includes a 
pedestrian bridge to a viewing platform on Hill’s Island, a large and small dog park, volleyball 
courts, river promenade with seating and gathering space, as well as a sculptural water play 
site, and storm water treatment. It provides two entry ways for bikes and Pedestrians, an 
underpass entry and a separated trail for bikes and pedestrians that connects to the east bank 
river trail.  Finally, Intersection improvements at the Selby St and Plymouth Avenue intersection 
to include several strategies for traffic calming and safety. 

Concept #2 

This concept moves a single building to the north edge of the park. It adds Kayak rental and 
storage and an Activity and Access Plaza which includes a dock overlook for Hill’s Island. It 
includes a forest canopy, a prairie edge, and an open green/bee lawn. It includes storm water 
treatment, as well as Intersections Improvements for the Selby St and Plymouth Ave 
intersections. 

  



Concept #3 

This concept has one building with an MPRB office and public restrooms. It includes a plaza with 
an Overlook at the river. It offers a flood plan forest, native prairie, public art, and a big woods. 
It has both the east bank trail and a trail underpass. It also includes Intersection safety 
improvements. 

All the concepts have planned for flooding on the site, in the areas that corresponds with the 
100-year flood history. It should be noted also that sometime in the future Graco will be 
building a six-story office building adjacent to the site on the northeast side. 

There have been many opportunities for community engagement; Neighborhood meetings, 
Pop-up meetings in Graco Park, Online engagement and outreach, a Public open house, and a 
youth engagement bus tour to the site. They have also had Project Advisory Meetings and 
Technical Advisory meetings. They have received 170 responses and approximately 100 
attendees over a 6-week period. 

PAC members asked if the current Climate emergency was considered when preparing these 
concepts. Carrie indicated that these recommendations were drawn from the T A guide and 
were more geared toward current conditions, she said she loved the question and would bring 
this back to the team. 

The Pac members had questions about the underpass, some members were in favor of the pass 
to offer pedestrians and bikers a safer entry into the park, other members questioned the 
advisability of an underpass, given the climate crisis and possibility of permanently rising river 
levels that could end in permanent closure of such an underpass. 

There were questions about lighting, Carrie said the plan would include lighting, but it would 
balance the need for lower lighting due to the sanctuary. We also asked about buy-back for the 
ancestral land and or specific engagement with indigenous peoples. Carrie said the youth tour 
reached out to indigenous youth and brought them to the site, and that there had been 
conversations with Tribal leaders. She indicated that this land was not seen as a prospect for 
buy- back there were more sacred sites where this is being dealt with. 

  

Adjourned 5:40 pm 
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