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Upper Harbor Terminal public realm infrastructure concepts  - 30% 
Alexander Kado, Nathan Koster, Ahmed Omer, Mpls Public Works and  Ciara Schlichting, Chris 
Bower, Toole 
 
This presentation focused on Dowling Avenue, 33rd Ave North, and the future parkway. 
 
Regarding design, there were multiple community engagements in January 2021 including 
surveys, interactive comment maps, virtual focus group meetings, a virtual open house, and 
virtual office hours with Dowling Avenue residents. 
 
For purposes of the presentation, Dowling Avenue was separated into Upper Dowling Ave., 
Dowling Avenue over I-94, and Lower Dowling Avenue. 
 
Upper Dowling Avenue was described as a constrained right of way. The current project 
planning envisions a 6-foot sidewalk on the North side, and a 10-foot mixed use trail on the 
Southside. Through travel lanes for motor vehicles are planned at 11 feet, with left turn lanes at 
10 feet. A boulevard on the North side is planned at 7 feet, while a boulevard on the South side 
varies between 3 1/2 and 11 feet. This variation is due to left turn lanes. Marked crosswalks on 
all legs of intersections are not currently contemplated. At least one raised truck apron is being 
considered in the Upper Dowling Avenue area to facilitate truck turns.  
 
In the Dowling Avenue over I-94 section, sidewalks on each side are set at 7 feet, and a 12 feet 
two-way bikeway on the south side in provisionally planned. Marked crosswalks are 
contemplated at all intersections except at the intersection west of Washington Avenue due to 
slope being too steep to include an ADA compliant landing zone on the western crossing. 
 
The Lower Dowling Avenue project area presented sidewalks on both sides of Dowling, as well 
as a two-way bike path on the south side. It is understood that railway crossing arms will be 
employed on these sidewalks and the bikeway for the two railway tracks crossing Dowling 
Avenue. Issues of potentially raised intersections, median specifics, and accurate motor vehicle 
counts in the area were discussed. 
 
There was brief discussion of the parkway, but few details were present due to needing to 
coordinate design with the park board. 
 
33rd Ave. will be the only other entrance into the development, apart from Dowling. The 
discussion regarding 33rd Ave. focused primarily on managing the multiple rail lines that cross 
33rd Avenue, as well as the businesses which employ trucks, and the resulting movement issues 
presenting per safety issues. The presentation document depicts a 10-foot shared used path on 
the north side, and an 8-foot sidewalk on the south side. Also depicted is the addition of a 
retaining wall on the south side to facilitate the sidewalk. This was a new edition from the initial 
presentation.  



 
Additionally, it was discussed that there does not appear to be planning for bus service to the 
development site upon the development site opening, rather to take a wait and see approach 
regarding when the development “needs” bus service. It was stated that there is bus service on 
Lyndale Avenue, and people can apparently make their way to the development if they are 
able. 
 
The next steps in the project are the second round of engagement in August 2021, layout 
approval in October 2021 and construction in 2023. 
 
Minnehaha and 50th Project. 
Madeline Hudek, MPRB 
 
As part of the Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail implementation projects, the intersection of 
50th and Minnehaha Parkway will be addressed. 
 
The primary project goals are to improve visibility of trail users, improve safety of trail users at 
the intersection, and address the legibility of it of the intersection for drivers. 
 
The primary components of the project will be to realign the south leg of the intersection to 
make it more of a “T“, expand pedestrian curb cramp areas at crosswalks, upgrade crosswalk 
markings for the trail (green for a bike in white for pedestrian“, and widen trail segments to 
match master plan recommendations (12 foot minimum for shared use, and 10 foot minimum 
for bicycle trail) 
 
Additional considerations presented were to preserve as many healthy, mature trees as 
possible, review the need for existing on street parking in the immediate area, and limit 
disturbance to adjacent front yards. 
 
The role of planning for future climate change impacts was discussed, as well as the need to use 
the most current modeling regarding this. 
 
The next steps are to prepare the plans and specifications during the fourth quarter of 2021, 
and bid the project in the first quarter of 2022. 
 
Stone Arch bridge construction staging 
Amber Blanchard, MnDOT 
 
The Stone Arch bridge needs to undergo a full tuck pointing, as well as repairs to minor stone 
cracking to maintain the integrity of the stonework on the bridge. 
 
This is anticipated to be a two-year project with construction beginning in September 2022. 
 
It has been decided for repair efficiency and safety, to not allow through traffic on the bridge 
during the project. Approximately 1/2 of the bridge will be worked on at a time, and the other 
half of the bridge can be entered and used as a type of pier. 
 
During the repairs and the closure of the bridge, pedestrian and bicycle traffic will be routed 



over the Third Avenue bridge. It was noted that the Third Avenue bridge is currently under 
repair itself, and there was concern that the Third Avenue bridge will not be completed by the 
time the Stone Arch bridge is closed. It appeared there could be a period of two months when 
both bridges may be closed. The presenter said this will be investigated. PAC members urged 
them to leave a lane open for daily commuters. 
 
37th Ave., Northeast - 30% presentation 
KC Atkins, SEH and Forrest Hardy, Mpls Public Works 
 
This project concerns the northern boundary of Minneapolis and is therefore a joint project 
with Anoka County/City of Columbia Heights. 
 
This project extends from Central Ave NE to Stinson Boulevard.  
 
The intersection of Central Ave. and 37th will have added curb extensions and re-done curb 
ramps. Additionally, to facilitate truck traffic turning from northbound Central Avenue onto 
eastbound 37th Ave, a truck turn apron will likely be added. 
 
In the project area concrete sidewalks will be retained on the southside of 37th Ave., with a 
shared use path being present on the northside (in Columbia Heights).  
 
Refuge medians will be added at multiple cross streets including NE Polk, Fillmore St., Buchanan 
Street NE, Hayes Street NE, and Hollywood Ave. 
 
Due to the "skewed" nature of the intersection of 37th Place NE and 37th Ave, particular 
attention will be paid to the mixed-use trail crossing so cars are stopped short of the trail 
crossing, and do not immediately cross the trail after turns 
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