
 

Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
Programs and Policies Subcommittee Meeting Agenda 
Monday, August 23, 2021, 2021– 4:30 PM 
Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Present: Abigail Johnson, Neal Baxter, Raina Urton, Julia Curran, Peter Vader, Paul St. Martin, 
Christopher Hoffer, Barbara Olson, Austin Holik, Matthew Steinrueck; Matthew Dyrdahl, Chris 
Kartheiser, Millicent Flowers 

Chair Peter Vader called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM and read the official notice regarding 
online meetings.  

Discussion about the IPCC Climate Report—Julia Curran 

We discussed the latest report on the state of the world's climate and discussed how the PAC 
should respond.  

Julia: The report says the world's surface temperature will rise by at least 1.5 degrees Celsius by 
2050 and will continue further unless deep reductions in greenhouse gas emissions begin soon. 

MD: To summarize, even more urgency is needed, and worse change is coming, than we feared.  

Hoffer: We need to ask all presenters how their projects address climate change. If they know 
we'll ask, maybe their superiors will start thinking more about this. Climate change is a public 
safety issue, and the implications will hit us quickly. 

CK: I think we all consider this crisis is well within the scope of the PAC. We should come up 
with a standard question that presenters have to answer. A climate check list, like the check list 
for Vision Zero and other policies. 

Hoffer: We need to hold project designers responsible for decisions they make which are 
irrelevant to a solution. Like the absence of transit from the Upper Harbor Terminal plan. 
Transit would reduce emissions, so why isn't transit integral to the plan? 

But we need to send project managers a guide to the questions we'll ask, so they can prepare 
themselves. 

Barb: The other agencies have to shift their requirements from climate obtuse to climate 
aware. Climate impact has to be addressed by every project. Both the climate's impact on the 
project, and the project's impact on the climate. 

Curran: The City is responding to exponential change with linear thinking. 

Hoffer: We need to convince the presenters to persuade the engineers to change focus. 

Barb: The public's level of denial on this issue is huge, and we can't change that. How do we get 
to a city with no cars? 

Matt: Linking climate and safety will help. The Bryant Avenue project does that.  



 
Paul: Remember that City staff follows the policies approved by the City Council. 

NB: The City needs to work on changing the public's view of this crisis. The public is already 
agitated about small changes in the right of way. 

Hoffer: Let's send out to the presenters a statement that the PAC will begin asking them to 
explain the climate impact of their projects. The statement should include a clause stating that 
Federal requirements often contradict city policy, and force design changes that make the 
climate crisis worse. We also need to include a climate focus in all our resolutions.  

Christopher Hoffer, Barb Olson and Julia Curran agreed to write the statement under 
consideration. 

CIP Discussion—Chris Kartheiser 

We had a little time to begin thinking about the Capital Improvement Projects list. Chris 
explained for new members what the CIP list is and the timeline for drawing up, evaluating and 
approving these projects and programs. What changes in funding and in programs can the PAC 
ask for that will address the demands of the climate crisis? 

 

Adjourned at 5:58 PM. 
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