
Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
Engineering Minutes 
Thursday, July 15, 2021– 4:30 PM 
Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Call to order, Christopher Hoffer Co-Chair 

Bryant Ave Reconstruction, Liz Hayman, Trey Joiner, Mpls Public 
Works 

This project goes from Lake Street to 50th Street, it is at 30% 

The plan is to transition Bryant into a one way two lane convergent corridor, Lake to 46th will 
be South bound  and 50th – 46th will be North bound with convergence on 46th where traffic 
will need to turn. They also plan on transferring transit to Lyndale Ave to help accommodate a 
protected bikeway on Bryant. They will be using multiple traffic calming strategies and adding 
more green spaces along this corridor. 

The TPW (report to the Transportation Public Works committee of the City Council) date for 
this project is August 11, 2021  

They will be beginning phase 1&2 in in 2022 and continuing work in 2023 

 

During the presentation several PAC members offered highly supportive comments regarding 
this innovative design. 

There were also questions regarding moving transit off Bryant, wondering how this change 
might negatively impact transit users, 

The choice to move transit came in part, we were told, because it was deemed that Bryant Ave 
was too narrow to handle Transit, bicycles and pedestrian changes. It was also stated that the 
BRT was better suited for Lyndale Avenue and that this change only required transit users to 
walk two short blocks less than the quarter mile that most transit users are willing to walk for 
transit.  

Resolution for the Bryant Ave Reconstruction 

The PAC fully supports the Bryant Ave Reconstruction design that will create a two-lane one-
way convergent street on Bryant Ave South, we also support the transfer of transit to Lyndale 
Avenue which will accommodate the creation of a safe and protected bikeway on Bryant Ave. 

We are happy to see city policies enacted in this project and expect to see new projects from 
Public Works align with policies as this one does. 

 

 



Cedar Lake Road Bridge Replacement-Alexander Kado, Abdullahi 
Abukar, Messeret Wolana, Mpls Public Works. This project is at 0% 
The bridge over the BNSF railroad was built in 1941. The bridge is 142 feet long and 51 feet 
wide. The bridge has a sufficiency rating of ‘fair’ and thus requires a full replacement. This 
project proposes to replace the Cedar Lake Road Bridge which crosses the BNSF railroad tracks. 
This bridge replacement will include transportation infrastructure for vehicles, pedestrians and 
cyclists and follow the guidance outlined in the Transportation Action Plan and Street Design 
Guide. Planning and design for this project occurs in 2021-2022, construction in 2023.  

This project will come back to the I and E subcommittee in September of 2021.  Currently the 
proposal calls for two 12 ft lanes, 6-8 ft one-way bikeways on each side and 2, 6-7 ft pedestrian 
walkways on each side. In the past ten years there have been no crashes within this project 
area. 

The PAC members questioned why the other bridge on Cedar Lake Road wasn’t being replaced 
as well, since it will probably need replacement sooner then later. It was explained that the 
Northside bridge over CP Rail was resurfaced in 2012 it is expected to need replacement in 6-11 
years, but not currently. The Pac requested benches, if possible, on this bridge or railings that 
had seats, so pedestrians could rest if needed. We requested that we keep the Bike and 
Pedestrian ways on the same grade. The PAC members also stated the Bridges generally feel 
less safe for bikes and pedestrians. Finally, we requested that they add a two-way bike lane to 
tie into the Luce Lane Trail. 

This project will be back to the I and E subcommittee in September or early October. 
Engagement with the community will happen in October. 

Resolution for the Cedar Lake Road Bridge reconstruction 

The PAC supports a two-way bike lane across the Cedar Lake Road Bridge to tie in with the Luce 
Lane Trail. We would also like to see the bike lanes and pedestrian lane be at the same grade to 
offer more protection for Pedestrians. We would also like to see seating of some sort on this 
bridge, benches, or railings with seating.  

 

Phillips Traffic Safety Project- 0%- Mile Samuelson, Sylvie Guezon, 
Mpls Public works 

 

The goals for this project are to reduce speeding and car crashes and improve traffic safety and 
comfort for pedestrians and bikers. This project covers 24th Street, 26th and 28th Streets and 
Chicago Ave. All four streets are high injury streets. The project area goes from 35W- Hiawatha 
Avenue and It involves 3 neighborhoods. This project will not be a full reconstruction it will be 
spot improvements. They have Federal funding for 24th Street and Chicago Ave Pedestrian 
safety improvements and Local funding for the bikeways on 26th and 28th Streets. 

Currently the bikeways on 26th and 28th Streets have bollards they are wanting to install curb 
protections. The timeline for this project is 2021-2022 Engagement, 2023 Engineering and 
construction. They will be back to the PAC’s I and E subcommittee in the winter of 2022. 



 

The PAC members spoke about how many very young children use these streets, and how very 
dangerous it is for them and all users due to so much vehicle speeding. We asked if they had 
any current data on speeding on those streets, they didn’t have any current information. It was 
suggested that 26th and 28th Streets be converted into two-way traffic lanes one lane in each 
direction, this would slow traffic and reduce speeding, making them much safer for Pedestrians 
and bikers. We suggested that this team look at the Lyndale Ave North Safety project, we really 
liked that project’s concepts and designs. We also expressed grave concerns about 26th and 
28th Street’s intersections at Park Avenue and Portland Avenue. These are very dangerous 
intersections. Finally, we talked about the need for Marked pedestrian Crossings at the exit 
form 35W unto 28th Street. All these concerns are reflected in our resolution for this project. 

Resolution for the Phillips Traffic Safety Project 

The PAC expressed many concerns regarding these high Injury Streets, we hope they will be 
heeded during the design/ engineering of this project. We request converting both 26th and 
28th into two-way streets to discourage speeding, one lane in each direction. 

We also have grave concerns for 26th and 28th streets as they cross Portland and Park Aves, 
these are very dangerous intersection, bump-outs and or medians all traffic calming strategies 
need to be included here, hopefully in collaboration with Hennepin County 

Finally, we would like all legs of the intersection at the 35W exit onto 28th Street to have 
pedestrian marked zebra striped crosswalks. 

 

Adjourned 5:45 pm 
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