
 

Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
Programs and Policies Subcommittee Meeting Agenda 
Monday, July 26, 2021, 2021– 4:30 PM 
Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Present: Abigail Johnson, Neal Baxter, Julia Curran, Peter Vader, Harmony Anderson, Raina 
Urton, Matthew Steinrueck, Barbara Olson Austin Holik; Chris Kartheiser, Millicent Flowers, 
Tom Thao, Rattana Sengsoulichanh; Christian Huelsman, guest 

Chair Peter Vader called the meeting to order at 4:32 PM and read the official notice regarding 
online meetings.  

Signalization—Allan Klugman & Benjamin Brasser, Minneapolis Public Works 

AK: As COVID set in last year, the PAC encouraged Public Works to set WALK traffic signals on 
automatic response. We posted temporary signs on traffic lights telling pedestrians they didn't 
need to push the button for a WALK signal. Because of this effort, the number of pre-timed 
signals jumped from 320 to 770; 450 signals previously activated by a push button changed to 
automatic. This summer, with COVID no longer as great a concern, we returned 75 of our 
signals to push button activation. Why? These intersections had low vehicle loads from the side 
streets and low pedestrian volumes. The TAP allows for a few intersections without pedestrian 
preference under these conditions. (see TAP Action 2:1) 

We are also working on replacing the temporary pedestrian advisories with permanent ones. 

Raina: How's that going? 

AK: The current guidelines don't offer us a text to use, so the new signs will take time.  

Peter: What rationale is used to revert to automatic recall? 

Ben: If we see low demand for the WALK phase, we feel we can change the signal. We have no 
hard and fast standard. 

Peter: One of the signals in my area was on pedestrian scramble. Now it's back on automatic. 
Why? 

AK: We look at a multi-modal analysis, aiming for the most safety and comfort for all modes, 
and especially transit priority, which pedestrian recall makes impossible. Also, we can't have 
pedestrian scramble with pedestrian recall, and we think pedestrian scramble is better. We also 
see, in some cases, a distinct pedestrian advantage along freeways in one direction. 

Curran: I think the City believes pedestrians press the button more often than they do. In 
winter, activation buttons are often blocked by snow, which is a mobility concern. 

AK: We're starting to use video detection at crossings. Winter is rough. We're looking at other 
long-term changes, passive detection devices or wave-activated buttons. New technology will 
offer new solutions. 



 
Barb: How do pedestrians who can't read the signs know if the signal now requires them to 
push a button? 

AK: We'll indicate the change, but I don't know what else we can do. I'll make a note about that 
and look into it. 

Peter: Can we get a WALK signal in mid-green cycle, as in Richfield? 

AK: The City doesn't like them because we have many intersections where both streets are 
busy. Our grid timing makes this nuance a low priority. We can add it where it would be helpful. 

Curran: I've seen some very strange time countdowns. 

AK: The timers go very wrong with age. Please note which ones have gone awry and let me 
know. 

We also asked Allan about the detour signs that block sidewalks. 

Peter: Do we tell 311 about these? Who places these signs at the start of a project? 

AK: The signs are owned by the contractors. We tell them clearly where the signs need to go. 
The project manager should be in charge of keeping the signs where they belong. The 311 
operators should direct your call to the project manager. 

Mobility Hub Presentation and Bike & Scooter Use—Danielle Elkins 

Mobility hubs connect to multiple modes of transportation. We're testing them in a couple of 
places. We set up a pilot downtown, and tested signage, lockers to store things in, package 
delivery sites, and what-not. At Lowry & Penn, we tested staffing the hub through the 
Ambassador program. We believe the ambassadors helped create a positive response to that 
hub. 

Did the hubs boost the use of alternatives to automobiles? At Lowry & Penn we found the hub 
did that. 

In 2021, we plan to continue to test signs, lockers, bike and scooter parking, and more. The 
mobility hubs will be included in the capital (CIP) program in 2023.  

COVID cut scooter use dramatically in Minneapolis, due in part to the drop in commuting to 
work. We added 1500 scooter hitches to parking meters and adjusted the equity requirements 
we ask of our vendors. 

Danielle asked how the PAC would prefer to register advice and comment on this program. 

Peter: We'll frame a resolution for you. 

Austin: Any special concerns in the University area? I don't see many hubs thereabouts. 

DE: We focused initially on lower income neighborhoods. We'll build hubs near the U when the 
capital program begins. We are talking with the University about hubs already. 

Hoffer: Has reporting on 311 changed where scooters are concerned? 



 
DE: We stopped gathering complaints from 311 when we noticed that the vast majority of 
comments came from a very few people. Sending an e-mail is the best way to inform the 
vendors about problems.  

Christian: How do parking violations differ among these modes? 
DE: Each mode has its own set of rules. We want to be able to levy fines on our own. 

See Danielle's presentation at: 
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/download/Agenda/2401/MPLS_Mobility_PAC_7_26_21.pdf/5
9047/2641/MPLS_Mobility_PAC_7_26_21 

County Speed Limit Resolution—Peter Vader 

We decided to propose that the County must set the speed limits on its roads at the City level. 
This change will require approval of the state legislature. 

Peter read the resolution. 

 

Adjourned at 6:07 PM. 
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