
 Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee Minutes 
Wednesday, March 24, 2020, 4 PM  

[Online Meeting via Microsoft Teams] 

Members Present:  Aaron Shaffer, Janice Gepner, Dan Miller, Elissa Schufman, Bri Whitcraft, 
Dan Boody, Matthew Dyrdahl, Kyle Larson, Kadence Novak, Philipp Muessig, Wes Durham, 
Jamie Neldner, Jesse Thornsen, Arman Rajaeian, Jenny Bordon, Matthew Hendricks, Heather 
Gillich,  John Barobs, Marty Grimes, Maya Sheikh, Robin Garwood, Steve Elmer, Tyler Pederson, 
Jordan Kocak, Deanna Newman 

Others Present:  Millicent Flowers, Chris Kartheiser, Lolita Davis Carter, Joseph A. Bernard 

Members absent:  Greg Sautter, Abdi Salah, Samuel Ferg, Joey Senkyr, Georgianna Yantos 

 

The meeting was called to order by BAC Chair Elissa Schuffman; the February Minutes were 
accepted. 

Actions 

● Acceptance of Minutes (22 ayes, one abstention) 

● Resolution on Public Works CIPs (17 ayes, 6? abstentions Arman Rajaeian, Jesse 
Thornsen, Jordan Kocak, Steve Elmer, Elissa Schufman, Deanna Newman)   
 
The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee joins the City of Minneapolis in envisioning a 
future where people of all ages and abilities can easily walk, roll, bike, or use transit as they 
navigate the City. 
 
Minneapolis has a host of policies, plans, and declarations—Complete Streets, Climate 
Action Plan, Vision Zero, Minneapolis 2040, Climate Emergency Declaration, ADA 
Transition Plan, and the predecessors of the Transportation Action Plan—that have been 
routinely ignored or deprioritized in favor of the status quo. This is incredibly damaging, 
given that the infrastructure we fund and build now will shape how people get around for 
decades to come. 
 
To achieve our goals, City streets need to be rapidly and urgently restructured so that cars 
have minimal access to the right of way, with significant investments in people walking, 
rolling, biking, and using transit and begin to undo decades of investment in car-only and 
car-primary infrastructure. Ten years from now, the City must have already accomplished a 
massive shift in how we approach transportation to meet our climate goals. Every year we 
delay makes the coming necessary transition more abrupt and more difficult and makes our 
climate less stable. 
 
Proposed transportation investments from Public Works should only be for programs that 
radically improve conditions for people walking, rolling, biking, and using transit, and all 
investments should aggressively reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT). The 2021-2026 CBR 



requests for Street Paving alone were $553M—an average of $92M a year. This is an 
increase of 50% over the average annual request of $65M from the last cycle. At a time 
when we urgently need to be minimizing investments in car-focused infrastructure and 
decreasing driving, Public Works is proposing sinking even more money into cars. 
 
Disappointingly, dedicated funding for bicycle and pedestrian related programming 
continued to be a small fraction of the level of paving funding, with only $49M in funding 
proposed. While some resurfacing and reconstruction projects included biking and walking 
elements, this misalignment in proposed projects is a decided investment in the status quo 
and will not result in the changes people in our city need. 
 
To that end, the Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee makes the following 
recommendations to Minneapolis Public Works regarding the 2022-2027 Capital 
Improvements Program: 
 

● Because neighborhood greenways are visionary examples that also directly 
contribute to VMT reduction and help people understand the benefits of people-
centered street design, we ask the City to prioritize creating and proposing 2022-
2027 Capital Budget Requests to fund all neighborhood greenways and bikeways on 
the All Ages and Abilities Network identified in the TAP in the next 5 years. 

 
● Create and propose 2022-2027 Capital Budget Requests to fund the entire 

Transportation Action Plan in the next 10 years. 
 

○ We understand the entire plan is fiscally unconstrained and likely to need 
matching funds from other jurisdictions. However, Minneapolis cannot afford to 
wait to secure funding to begin aggressively implementing the vision outlined in 
TAP and must lead by example with its commitment. Even waiting one budget 
cycle is too late. 

 
○ This includes making significant increases to proposed funding amounts for 

pedestrian and bicycle-specific capital programs, including Safe Routes to 
School (BP001), Defective Hazardous Sidewalks (SWK01), Sidewalk Gaps 
(SWK02), Pedestrian Street Lighting Corridors (TR024), Pedestrian Safety 
Program (BP004) and Protected Bikeways (BIK28) 

 
● Create and propose a 2022-2027 Capital Budget Request to fund transit 

improvements 
● Create and propose a 2022-2027 Capital Budget Request to fund evaluation-based 

spot improvements and infrastructure adjustments to remedy gaps in recent capital 
projects 

 
● In keeping with the intention of the Transportation Action Plan, only implement 

reconstruction projects that include a design that represents significant 
improvements for walking, rolling, biking and transit use 

 
● Ensure parkway paving programs include more options for bicycle and pedestrian 

enhancements, not just street repaving, and add flexibility to add enhancements 
 



● Consider safety-oriented street modifications that leave existing curb and gutter 
structures in place, which would create a cost-effective option for improving 
resurfacing projects through curb bump outs and other safety treatments 

 
● Ensure all pavement projects that seek federal funds through the Metropolitan 

Council’s 2022 Regional Solicitation process meet the above criteria 
 
● Construct all unprogrammed protected bike lanes identified in the Protected Bikeway 

Plan on City of Minneapolis streets, including: 
 

○ Grant St 
○ Oak St 
○ 9th St S/10th St S 
○ 1st Ave S/Blaisdell Ave S 
○ Dunwoody Blvd/Hennepin Ave 
○ Loring Bikeway Gap 

 
● Defund capital expenses related to MPD: 
○ In view of the City Council’s intent to amend the City Charter on the 2021 ballot 

regarding policing and community safety, CLIC recommends that a pause be placed 
on all investments in physical infrastructure for the Minneapolis Police Department. 

○ These include capital investments in Police Precincts 1, 3, 4, and 5. This delay 
should await the outcomes of the City’s reimagining policing and of current litigation 
against the City regarding the sufficiency of policing for our residents. Both outcomes 
may dramatically affect where, when, and to what extent there will be policing in 
Minneapolis requiring precinct facilities, if at all. 

○ 2020-2024 CBRs $1.07B 
○ 2021-2026 CBRs $1.41B 

 
We also encourage Public Works to explore scope changes for existing projects funded 
through the Regional Solicitation in order to align these projects so that people walking, 
rolling, biking, and using transit are fully prioritized, especially given that these shifts will not 
affect many key considerations of the projects. 
 
Lastly, the City’s current capital budget process is currently opaque and confusing, 
effectively limiting public engagement to the most highly involved residents and favoring 
those with the most financial and temporal resources. BAC recommends that the City and its 
departments explore improved engagement mechanisms, especially looking to other cities 
who use Participatory Budgeting as form of early and inclusive engagement of Minneapolis 
residents in the development of capital budget requests. 
 

  



Resolution TDM/Parking (19 ayes, 3 abstentions from Jesse Thornsen, Steve Elmer, Elissa 
Schufman). 
 
The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee strongly supports the Parking, Loading and 
Mobility Zoning Code Text Amendment. Specifically, the BAC strongly supports many of the 
details of the policy as proposed: removing vehicle parking minimums, reducing vehicle parking 
maximums, increasing bicycle parking minimums, increasing the required provision of bicycle 
storage, lockers, and shower facilities, and creating a travel demand management regulatory 
system that will incentivize what we actually want, which is reducing trips by car. 
 
Resolution on Hennepin Avenue South (19 ayes, 5 abstentions from Arman Rajaeian, 
Jesse Thornsen, Jordan Kocak, Steve Elmer, Elissa Schufman) 
 

The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee supports Option 1 for the Hennepin Avenue 
reconstruction, including a physically protected bikeway, continuously from Lake Street to 
Franklin. The BAC strongly opposes Option 2 or leaving any section of Hennepin without a 
protected bikeway. Hennepin is a key connector between Greenway & Downtown, both 
important destinations & sources of bike traffic. Bryant Avenue is not an alternative to 
Hennepin because it is also identified as a AAA bikeway in TAP.  
 
The BAC requests that staff explore Transit Approach Lanes and return to the BAC to 
further discuss this option. 
 
Additional specific feedback includes: 
 
1. Reducing general traffic lanes at Lake & Lagoon to prioritize pedestrian safety. 
2. Expanding bike lanes to 12 feet or wider where possible. 
3. Counterflow bike lane additions should be made to Emerson, Girard, Colfax, and 

potentially other one-way streets to accommodate key connections for bicyclists. 
4. Wherever possible at crosswalks, the median should include a protected pedestrian 

refuge area - this would reinforce the left-turn prohibition (where that exists) and would 
be especially helpful at the east-west ped crossing on the north side of Franklin Avenue. 

 
Resolution on Franklin Avenue (22 ayes, 2 abstentions from Jesse Thornsen, Elissa 
Schufman) 

 
The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee supports the project as shown, including 
enthusiastic support for tabled crossings, and asks Public Works staff to explore a one-block 
segment of eastbound protected bikeway on the north side of Franklin between Hennepin 
and Bryant or a preferred trail connection north of Franklin and adjacent to Hennepin 
Avenue that connects to the Loring Greenway Bridge. 
 

Resolution on Lyndale Avenue S Median Project (17 ayes, 4 abstentions from Arman 
Rajaeian, Jesse Thornsen, Jordan Kocak, Elissa Schufman) 

 
The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee supports the Lyndale Avenue S Median 
Project and appreciates Hennepin County’s effort to improve specific intersection safety 
and encourage the County to continue exploring a future 4 to 3 lane conversion for the 



corridor.  We appreciate staff’s willingness to explore BAC recommendations on the 
median project: 

• Narrow the 13 and 12 ft drive lanes to encourage traffic calming. 
• Maintain parking approaching the intersections by creating a chicane effect. 
• Create bump-outs at the intersections. 
• Provide bicycle cut throughs in the medians. 
• Locate the Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon call buttons near the street for bicyclist 

access in addition to at the crosswalk for pedestrian access. 
• Return to the BAC at 30% design. 

 

Reports 

5E Subcommittee Report presented by Bri Whitcraft 
1. Street Design Guide overview and presentation by city staff 
2. 2020 Year in Review presented by Elissa Schufman 
3. CIP overview and presentation (ACTION) 
4. Parking Minimums and TDM Strategies (ACTION) 
5. Public Works Director letter of support for national search 
6. Heather and Bri to send a survey to everyone on the BAC to learn more about where 
their understanding and interest lies with 5E issues 
7. Meeting will be two hours moving forward to account for online format issues and allow 
for all agenda items to be presented upon, with a 5 minute break 

 

Engineering Subcommittee Report presented by Dan Miller 
1. Hennepin Avenue Reconstruction (ACTION) 
2. Franklin West Reconstruction (ACTION) 
3. Lyndale Ave S Median Draft Resolution 

 

Summary of Discussions 

Resolution on Public Works CIPs (ACTION) 
o Moved by Philipp Muessig, Seconded by Maya Sheikh 
o Chris Kartheiser shared that language about Defund MPD came from a CLIC resolution. 

This is an open motion and members can still add language today 
o Elissa Schufman asked clarifying questions about our audience 
o Chris shared that this may be two different resolutions since MPD is outside of the target 

audience 
o Tyler Pederson asks if it is appropriate for BAC to make a motion for a department 

outside of our chartered mission 
o Bri Whitcraft agrees that it does not fall under our charter but would like to retain the 

statement as it aligns with our equity stance  
o Matthew Dyrdahl states that the audience is Public Works and the Mayor at all times for 

this committee 
o Maya Sheikh agrees with Bri that there is no harm in including the statement to mitigate 

over policing as it relates to biking, walking, rolling, and transit 



o Robin Garwood shares the process for how information and CBRs transfer from 
department to committee to the Mayor’s desk, so this resolution talks to the Mayor, 
Council, and CLIC members about how requests may be made differently for the larger 
city budget.  

o Aaron Shaffer suggests moving the statement to a new paragraph and be restated as 
follows: “Should reallocation of funding for MPD take place, allocate some of those 
dollars toward non-motorized transportation and achieving stated goals of Transportation 
Action Plan.” 

o Philipp Muessig proposed changing the language to “fund all TAP and greenways in five 
years.” 

o Elissa suggests striking the portion related to Regional Solicitation 
o Elissa makes a second Motion on Capital Budgeting, tabled until later in the meeting. Bri 

Whitcraft shared an updated motion at the end of the meeting (moved by Bri Whitcraft, 
seconded by Maya Sheikh): 
 
 With a limited capital resource pool, the City needs to be more deliberate about 

where we allocate these funds to meet our transportation goals, and other public 
works infrastructure that affects our ability to move within the city. This means that 
we must stop funding projects and departments that do not serve our climate, racial 
justice, etc.  goals, such as infrastructure for cars and police. We all want a city 
where we can get around safely, affordably, and sustainably. The capital resources 
we put into our public realm affect the experience of people as they get around. 
 

 In view of the City Council’s intent to amend the City Charter on the 2021 ballot 
regarding policing and community safety, CLIC recommends that a pause be placed 
on all investments in physical infrastructure for the Minneapolis Police Department. 
Allocate a portion of those dollars towards the needs of the Transportation Action 
Plan. 
 

 These include capital investments in Police Precincts 1, 3, 4, and 5. This delay 
should await the outcomes of the City’s reimagining policing and of current litigation 
against the City regarding the sufficiency of policing for our residents. Both outcomes 
may dramatically affect where, when, and to what extent there will be policing in 
Minneapolis requiring precinct facilities, if at all. 
 

 (12 ayes, 5 abstentions from Dan Boody, Heather Gillich, Jesse Thornsen, Elissa 
Schufman) 

 

Transportation Demand Parking (ACTION) 
o Moved by Philipp Muessig, seconded by Maya Sheikh. 

 
Resolution on Hennepin Avenue South (ACTION)  

○ Moved by Dan Miller, seconded by Marty Grimes. 
○ Dan Miller suggests including special points from the Engineering Subcommittee 

Meeting, moved by Dan Miller, seconded by Philipp Muessig.  
○ Deanna Newman points out that Option 2 does not preserve the bikeway and 

businesses are opposing the loss of parking presented in Option 1 by expressing 
opposition to the bikeway.  



○ Matthew Dyrdahl clarifies that Bryant is not an alternative because it is already 
on the AAA network and is its own corridor. 

○ Wes Durham asks for clarification about known effects on transit lane approach 
strategies versus dedicated transit lanes.  

○ Matthew Hendricks suggests timing/signal changes. 
○ Philipps Muessig wonders how BRT headways may also change how transit is 

impacted by these strategies.  
 

Resolution on Franklin Avenue (ACTION) 
○ Moved by Dan Miller, seconded by Janice Gepner. 
○ Robin shares that staff came back to share the possibility of connection along Hennepin 

Avenue north of Franklin. 
 

Lyndale Avenue Draft Resolution 
○ Moved by Dan Miller, seconded by NAME. 
○ Aaron shares why parking was added to the draft resolution, which becomes apparent 

with the graphic to encourage slower driving speeds on Lyndale. 
○ Jordan recommends rephrasing to “maintain parking as long as possible to the 

approaches” to clarify intent 
 
Discussion 
 

● Brief overview of guidance for remote meetings 
 

Resolution on the Public Works Director Search ACTION 
The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee agrees with principles outlined in the 
attached public letter to Mayor Frey and endorses a national search for the position of 
Public Works Director. 
 
○ Moved by Philipp Muessig, seconded by Aaron Shaffer. 
○ 12 ayes, 3 abstentions from Wes Durham, Matthew Dyrdahl, and Elissa Schufman.  

Tabling 20 Year Streets Funding Plan resolution until April meeting.  
 

Announcements 
Chris thanks everyone for their participation and growth in their elected roles 
Next Wednesday, March 31st annual joint BAC-PAC committee meeting, posted on LIMS for 
interested parties; Matthew Dyrdahl to send a follow-up invitation via email.  
 
Adjourned 6:11 p.m. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Kadence Novak.  
 
 

 


	Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee Minutes
	Wednesday, March 24, 2020, 4 PM
	[Online Meeting via Microsoft Teams]
	Actions
	Reports
	5E Subcommittee Report presented by Bri Whitcraft
	Engineering Subcommittee Report presented by Dan Miller

	Summary of Discussions
	Resolution on Public Works CIPs (ACTION)
	Transportation Demand Parking (ACTION)
	Resolution on Hennepin Avenue South (ACTION)
	Resolution on Franklin Avenue (ACTION)
	Lyndale Avenue Draft Resolution
	Discussion
	Resolution on the Public Works Director Search ACTION

	Announcements


