
 Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee Minutes 
Wednesday, February 24, 2020, 4 PM  

[Online Meeting via Microsoft Teams] 

Members Present:  Janice Gepner, Dan Miller, Elissa Schufman, Bri Whitcraft, Dan Boody, 
Matthew Dyrdahl, Kyle Larson, Kadence Hampton, Philipp Muessig, Wes Durham, Jamie 
Neldner, Jesse Thornsen, Arman Rajaeian, Jenny Bordon, Matthew Hendricks, Heather Gillich, 
Deanna Newman, Joey Senkyr, John Barobs, Marty Grimes, Maya Sheikh, Robin Garwood, 
Samuel Ferg, Aaron Shaffer, Georgianna Yantos, Steve Elmer 

Others Present:  Millicent Flowers, Chris Kartheiser 

Members absent:  Greg Sautter, Jordan Kocak, Abdi Salah 

 

Actions 

Officer/Executive Committee Elections 
• BAC Chair: Elissa Schufman 

• BAC Vice Chair: Philipp Muessig 

• BAC Secretary: Kadence Novak 

• Engineering Subcommittee Chair: Dan Miller 

• Engineering Subcommittee Vice Chair: Marty Grimes 

• 5Es Subcommittee Chair: Bri Whitcraft 

• 5Es Subcommittee Vice Chair: Heather Gillich 

 

Hiawatha Maintenance Facility 

The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee supports the following elements of the site plan 
and Transit Demand Management (TDM) strategies identified in the Environmental Assessment 
Worksheet for the Hiawatha Maintenance Facility: 

● Piloting free transit passes for employees who commute by transit three or more days a 
week, and especially the intention to evaluate and expand the program 

● The addition of a trail on the southern edge of the site (along the north side of 28th Street) 
to facilitate access to the neighborhood and to the Midtown Greenway with bike trail 
Option 2 as the preferred option. The City should align the existing sidewalk to the east with 
the new sidewalk. 

● Bike storage and facilities for employees, including showers and lockers 

● Bike parking for visitors to the site 



● The commitment to maintaining clear, well-lit sidewalks connected to the municipal 
sidewalk system 

 

Additionally, many of the items listed on table C.2 would provide significant improvements to 
vehicle-related safety for people walking, biking, and rolling in the neighborhood. However, the 
increased levels of traffic at the site will create additional conflicts between people driving and 
people walking and biking. These additional conflicts will undermine those improvements. 

However, the site Mode Split Goals fall well short the Citywide 2030 mode split goals. The site 
TDM plan sets a goal of reducing single occupancy commuter trips to 66% rather than the 
Citywide 2030 goal of 20%. While significant efforts have been made to constrain parking on 
the site, parking garages and surface parking provide sustained incentives to drive once built. It 
is unlikely any additional TDM strategies will succeed at the necessary scale given the site’s use 
of parking. And even if future TDM strategies such as increased parking fees are successful, that 
will leave the site with unused parking infrastructure financed by taxpayers. Similarly, it is 
discouraging to see the use of surface parking alongside a parking ramp. Because of the 
expense and difficulty in repurposing, a parking ramp should be avoided if possible.  

Given the site’s location near the METRO Blue Line and future B Line BRT, as well as its 
adjacency to the Midtown Greenway as the City’s premiere bike facility, the site should plan to 
reduce its parking facilities to the point that commuter patterns align with Citywide mode split 
goals, and further increase facilities and incentives for walking, biking, and transit. 

 

Summaries of Discussions 
The meeting was called to order and was chaired by Matthew Dyrdahl to conduct executive 
committee elections. Immediately following confirmation of the elected BAC Chair, Elissa 
Schufman chaired the remainder of the meeting. The January Minutes were accepted.  

Executive Committee elections conducted by Matthew Dyrdahl 
1. BAC members were nominated and either accepted or declined nominations 

2. BAC members who accepted nominations shared why they would like to serve in their 
nominated role 

Hiawatha Maintenance Facility presented by Elissa Schufman 
1. The Public Comment deadline for the environmental review is in March 2021 

2. The proposed facility is on the old Roof Depot site, located in Ward 9 adjacent the Midtown 
Greenway and Sabo Bridge. 

3. There are two proposed options for new bikeway facilities, both which include a 
bidirectional bike path along the northside of 28th Street between Longfellow Avenue and 
the Midtown Greenway; adjacent maintenance buildings will be setback from the sidewalk: 

a. Option 1: Bikeway is north of sidewalk, closer to building facade 

b. Option 2: Bikeway is south of the sidewalk, closer to the street 



4. There are ample concerns about providing both surface parking and a parking ramp, which 
are difficult to repurpose, on a site immediately adjacent to the one of the most prominent 
active transportation bridges in the City and the main east-west walking and biking trail 
through south Minneapolis.  

5. Draft Resolution: 

a. BAC prefers Option 2 over Option 1 

b. BAC would like sidewalk along 28th Street to align with the site and connect to the 
Midtown Greenway 

c. Strong preference for surface parking over structured parking because the latter is a 
massive investment in auto-dependency and difficult to repurpose compared to a 
surface lot, which could be redeveloped in the future. 

d. Draft Resolution passes. 

5E Subcommittee Report presented by Elissa Schufman 
1. Reviewed CIP 

2. Year-end review of projects 

3. Members received an orientation and review key documents together 

4. CIP resolution work to take place during March 5E Subcommittee meeting 

Engineering Subcommittee Report presented by Dan Miller 

1. Near North Project Materials presented by Forrest Hardy 

a. East-west route on 16th Avenue between Queen and Aldrich Avenues, slated for 
construction in 2022 as a bike boulevard on the AAA network to connect three 
schools; project is at 15%. 

b. Three options (Concepts A-C) presented 

c. Group would like more engagement with school leadership and students before 
backing any of the concepts 

d. Draft Resolution passes; 2 abstentions. 

*LaSalle topic postponed until next month (March). 

Announcements 

● Robin G: parking minimums discussion at 5E Subcommittee, CM Gordon is campaigning 
to change TDM requirements and would like to bring this to March BAC meeting  

● Philipp M: would second, Barb at TLC has also been doing similar work 

● Matthew D: Elissa Schufman and Abigail Johnson from the MPLS PAC are going to be on 
advisory board for discussion 

 

Adjourned 6:12p.m.   Minutes respectfully submitted by Kadence Novak.  
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