
 Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee Minutes 
Wednesday, January 27, 2020, 4 PM – 6 PM 

[Online Meeting via Microsoft Teams] 

Members Present:  John Barobs, Daniel Boody, Jennifer Bordon, Wes Durham, Matthew 
Dyrdahl, Steve Elmer, Samuel Ferg, Robin Garwood, Janice Gepner, Heather Gillich, Marty 
Grimes, Kadence Hampton, Matthew Hendricks, Jordan Kocak, Kyle Larson, Dan Miller, Philipp 
Muessig, Jamie Neldner, Deanna Newman, Tyler Pederson, Arman Rajaeian (for Tony 
Drollinger), Greg Sautter, Elissa Schufman, Aaron Shaffer, Maya Sheikh, Jesse Thornsen, Bri 
Whitcraft, Georgianna Yantos 

Members Absent:  Abdi Salah 

Others Present:  Millicent Flowers, Forrest Hardy, Chris Kartheiser 

Actions 

1.  The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee largely supports the changes to the Upper 
Harbor Terminal Draft Coordinated Plan. We especially want to express support and 
excitement for the following strategies, listed in page 31 of the plan, and hope they will be 
reflected in the final plan as well as the signed community benefits agreement: 

• Continue to work with Metro Transit to expand new local, limited stop, and/or express 
service to the Upper Harbor site 

• Continue to explore funding and partnership opportunities with MnDOT to reconfigure 
the Dowling Avenue Bridge and construct a new non-motorized bridge across I-94 

• Build accessible pedestrian and bike connections between Northside neighborhoods and 
the site 

• Upgrade bicycle lanes to off -street trails that are separated from sidewalks and 
pedestrian paths 

• Provide wide boulevards that offer separation from vehicle traffic and allow for healthy 
trees, landscaping, furnishings, public art, and pedestrian level street lighting 

• Design safe streets that prioritize and encourage safe travel behaviors 

We are also excited about the planned multi-modal hub that integrates biking and other 
sustainable modes on the site. 

However, the Committee is disappointed that the plan does not address the role parking plays 
in incentivizing driving, and especially opposes the 420-stall parking ramp on parcel 7A. 

 

With 586 parking stalls identified in the plan, and several other potential parking uses in the 
proposal likely to increase this number, the plan in its current form continues to provide 
incredible incentives for driving. To comply with the Complete Streets policy, the 
Transportation Action Plan, and the City’s Climate Action Plan (as well as the City’s declared 



climate emergency), the City should remove the vast majority of this parking from the plan 
(retaining parking for people with disabilities), as well as redouble its efforts to prioritize high-
quality transit service, biking routes, and walking routes. We support keeping any remaining 
parking near the edge of the site in order to reduce conflicts between people driving and 
people walking or biking. 

This is especially egregious given that the parking ramp is not planned to be operational until at 
least 2025, when the City should be moving toward massive emissions reductions. The life span 
of a typical parking structure is 30-40 years. Approving a parking structure of this nature—
presumably not designed such that it could be refurbished at a future date for another use and 
presumably without a pricing structure that funds incentives for walking, biking and transit—
will set the City back for decades and would represent a massive failure to comply with the 
policies that are necessary to curb climate change. 

 

2.  The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee supports a protected bicycle facility on Bryant 
Avenue S and encourages Public Works staff to strongly consider limiting vehicular traffic to 
one lane, one-way, in order to maximize pedestrian, bicycle, and green infrastructure space. 

3.  The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee requests that Hennepin County and 
Minneapolis fully research protected bike lanes or an off-street, multi-use trail for the entire 
length of the Lowry Avenue NE project, including the reconstruction from Johnson to 
Washington Streets, to provide access to commerce, community and the river. 

 

Summaries of Discussions 

The meeting was called to order at 4:03 pm and was chaired by Elissa Schufman.  The 
December Minutes were accepted.   

 

Tyler Pederson announced that he will be stepping down as the Park Board Staff member on 
the BAC, to be replaced by Jamie Neldner. 

 

1. Introductions and Orientation presented by Matthew Dyrdahl 

• Each BAC member briefly introduced themselves. 

• Matthew provided a summary of the Transportation divisions within Public Works. 

• The BAC has 2 websites: one on the City website and one on LIMS. 

• He outlined our officers, their responsibilities, and our Subcommittees. 

• We will elect officers next month. 

 

2.  5E Subcommittee Report presented by Elissa Schufman  



Upper Harbor Terminal Project – ACTION 

• This project was presented to both Subcommittees this month. 

• Elissa presented a motion on the portion of the project presented to 5E. 

• The motion passed with 3 abstentions. 

 

3.  Engineering Subcommittee Report presented by Dan Miller  
Bryant Avenue Reconstruction – ACTION 

• Reconstruction extends from Lake St south to 50th St in 2 phases. 

• Provide feedback by filling out outline survey. 

• Biggest issue is the possibility of making Bryant one-way for cars. 

• Dan presented a motion about one-way conversion. 

• The motion passed unanimously with 2 abstentions. 

Lowry Avenue NE Reconstruction – ACTION 

• This project is currently at 0% and is the first of 2 phases to receive regional solicitation 
funding. 

• Extent of project is the 1 mile from Washington St NE to Johnson St NE and includes the 
Central Ave NE intersection. 

• East of Central, plan has 2 lanes and includes on-street bike facilities on both sides. 
• West of Central, plan has a 3 lane roadway and no bike facility. 
• Jordan K said original plan didn’t include bike facility to Johnson because it was thought 

there would be a bike facility on 27th, which now seems unlikely. 
• Dan’s motion to request that bike lanes be researched for the entire length of the project 

passed unanimously with one abstention from Jesse T. 

*Other topics postponed until next month 

 

4.   Announcements 

• Jordan K:  Hennepin County is looking for members for their Bicycle Advisory Committee, 
including ones from South Mpls and St Louis Park. 

• Robin G: thanked members for being willing to serve on the BAC. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:08 pm  

Minutes respectfully submitted by Janice Gepner 
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