
 

Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
Infrastructure and Engineering Minutes 
Thursday, January 21, 2021– 4:30 PM 
Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Members: Abigail Johnson (Chair), Christopher Hoffer (Vice-Chair), Neal Baxter, Aaron Berger, 
Julian Curran, Matthew Dyrdahl, Donna Hemp, Christian Huelsman, Adelheid Koski, Tamir 
Mohamud, Barbara Olson, Paul St. Martin, Peter Vader, and Jim Welsch (Quorum: 8) 

 

Bryant Ave Reconstruction, 0-15% – Liz Heyman and Trey Joiner – City of 
Minneapolis 

Bryant Ave corridor being reconstructed for 2.5 miles from Lake St to 50th St in 2022, 
intersecting five business nodes. Anticipated to be a two-year reconstruction. 

Project goals: Improve pedestrian safety and comfort, create an all ages and abilities bicycle 
connection, support existing and future transit service green infrastructure to collect and treat 
stormwater runoff, and accommodate business deliveries and customer access. 

Intent is to move toward council-approved design this summer, detailed engineering after that. 

Design options considered include bikes + transit on Bryant (squeezed), bikes on Bryant (transit 
on Lyndale), and transit on Bryant (bikes on adjacent street). Current design proposal is bikes 
on Bryant. 

55' effective right of way. 

Crossings will be narrowed with bumpouts to 22' from 40'. There will be a 10' multi-use path in 
the southern section with room for a 5' boulevard. There have been concerns about pedestrian 
and bicycle interactions in MUP. 

Moving transit to Lyndale would allow funding for  

Berger: Since slowing/traffic calming is a priority, are you building for 20 miles per hour? Would 
also make on-street bicycling more comfortable. Could potentially get 9' lanes as well. 

Design speed is 20 miles per hour, but 9' lanes will not be proposed. 

Berger: Could you plan to separate pedestrian crossings from stormwater collection? 

Won't be getting to that level of design at the moment but will be noted and considered. 

Curran: Tabled intersections? 

Yes. Can do raised crosswalks. At this level of design, hard to say with 100% certainty we can 
get those in. This is a municipal state-aid street so very difficult to do tabled intersections. 
Based on design guidelines, could not do tabled intersections. 



 
St. Martin: What is ADT? 

3000 at north down to 1000 at south 

Lowry Ave NE Reconstruction, 0% - Forrest Hardy, City of Minneapolis and Kelly 
Agosto, Hennepin County 

Project area covers 1 mile along Lowry Ave from Washington St to Johnson St NE. Pavement, 
curb and gutter, storm sewer, and traffic signals. Improvements for corridor users include 
updated ADA, sidewalks, bicycle facilities, and streetscape enhancements. 

Lowry Ave corridor plan adopted by Hennepin County and Minneapolis City Council in 2015. 
Study recommendations include on-street bicycle facilities and wider sidewalks east of Central 
Ave, and wider sidewalks and 3-lane roadway (4-3 conversion) west of Central Ave. Traffic 
volume is 13,600 west of Central Ave and 13,000 east of Central Ave. 

Preliminary design is going now through fall 2021 with detail design through 2022; construction 
2023-2024. 

Outreach has been to neighborhood association meetings with more engagement starting 
soon. 

Olson: Is this a highly traveled area for pedestrians and bicyclists? 

Not readily available but it was looked at in 2015. 

Dyrdahl: Ranges from 500 to 600 pedestrians per day near Lowry/Central. Bike count is very 
low (90-100/day) but that makes sense as it's not a bikeway. 

Berger: Why is a three-lane roadway implemented west of Lowry when ADTs are quite similar? 

Agosto: 2015 study based on traffic analysis and public engagement 

Curran: Will lane widths be adjusted for pedestrians? 

Agosto: Those are concept-level from the 2015 study, not finalized. 

Upper Harbor Terminal, 10% - Alexander Kado and Nathan Koster, City of 
Minneapolis, Ciara Schlichting (design firm) 

Here to talk through public realm and infrastructure including multimodal components. Site is 
an industrial area just under 50 acres with adjacent industrial land use. Desire to ensure that 
internal transportation system and accompanying transportation system is multimodal, 
maximizes riverfront, and provides safe and convenient bike and pedestrian connections. 

Original scope stopped at 35W bridge; Dowling Ave segment extended west to Lyndale Ave. 
Phase 1 of development to begin in 2023. This is over a mile of infrastructure. Providing water, 
sanitary, stormwater, and power in addition to visible infrastructure.  

Phase 1 is upper Dowling Ave (Dowling Bridge and west). Proposal is a sidewalk on the 
northside and a shared use path on the south side. The current on-street bicycle lane would be 
moved off street. Bicycle lane transitions to on-street at the Dowling Bridge. 



 
Berger: Are there any safety concerns with transitioning from off-street bicycle lane to on-
street lane at a freeway on-ramp? 

Koster: We are asking if we can extend the MUP to the bridge abutment. 

Crossing I-94 can be dangerous, design treatment is forthcoming but planning to provide more 
protection. 

Lower Dowling and Washington is a challenging section currently, seeking to include a separate 
off-street bicycle facility and sidewalk on south side of street. This is an intersection of two 
high-injury streets that the city aimed to improve in Vision Zero plan. This will be a protected 
intersection design.  

Curran: Can you explain what a truck apron is? 

Schlichting: Different colored concrete, mountable. Shortens crossing a bit and slows trucks 
down. Can bring photos in March. 

Curran: Are pork chops able to shorten crossing differences in this area? 

Koster: This is the main point we have been debating. TAP says we should get rid of pork chops 
but this area does seem to call for them. 

Lower Dowling would transit to parkway at a T-intersection. Goal is to have peds and bicyclists 
separated throughout the corridor. Goal is to make cars feel like guests in the parkway area. 
Pedestrians will be right up near the river (8-10'), bikeway (10-12') and roadway (22'). 

33rd Ave North will also have improvements. Currently no sidewalk or bike facilities. Will 
reconfigure 2nd St N at intersection with N 33rd Ave to accommodate bike facilities. Will also 
design treatments for railroad crossings. 

Currently at 10% conceptual design, will be coming back in March with 30% design. Will be 
looking for council layout approval in August/September 2021. 

Vader: Looking at transit components? What will bring  people in other than cars? 

Looking to design Dowling to accommodate transit. Need to provide buses ability to turn 
vehicles around and park vehicles for restroom break. But seeking to design to accommodate 
transit needs. 

Curran: Please provide benches. Also: Sidewalk design in the past has not really accounted for 
snow and snow melt. CPED usually drains water across sidewalks which leads to ice formation. 

Benches will be included in public art/public realm funding along Parkway and Dowling up to 
Lyndale. For drainage, there's a big push to do more thoughtful treatment e.g. depressed 
swales. Taking very thoughtful approach for both normal operations and winter.  

Lyndale Ave N Pedestrian Safety Project (0%) – Chris Kartheiser and Nathan 
Kemmer, City of Minneapolis 

Awarded federal funding for 2022 construction. This is a spot treatment, not a reconstruction. 7 
intersections identified along Lyndale Ave N from 22nd to 40th Ave N. There have been many 
crashes here including 4 fatalities in the past five years. Speeds are currently very high. 85th 



 
percentile was 38 MPH, almost everybody is speeding. New corridor guidance to 25 miles per 
hour. 8,000 to 11,000 ADT, plus transit. 480 pedestrians and 30 bicyclists per day. Not a 
bikeway. 

Standard treatments might include curb extensions, pedestrian islands, RRFB traffic control 
device. ADA compliant curb ramps. Potential for some kind of chicane design to slow traffic. 
Definitely have not settled. 

Also working with Green Infrastructure Coordinator to potentially add stormwater 
infrastructure. 

Vader: Is signal timing a strategy that could be effective here? 

These are all non-signalized intersections. Happens to align with HSIP funds for signalized 
intersections but could do similar improvements at those intersections. 

Berger: Is this project being tied in to the Lyndale segment that ends at Broadway to provide a 
coherent feel to the corridor? 

Because of roadway changes they do not really feel like the same corridor. Hoping to really slow 
speeds for northbound travelers. 

Will be back for 30% design in March or April. 

Announcements 

Adjournment 

 


	Lowry Ave NE Reconstruction, 0% - Forrest Hardy, City of Minneapolis and Kelly Agosto, Hennepin County
	Upper Harbor Terminal, 10% - Alexander Kado and Nathan Koster, City of Minneapolis, Ciara Schlichting (design firm)
	Lyndale Ave N Pedestrian Safety Project (0%) – Chris Kartheiser and Nathan Kemmer, City of Minneapolis

