
Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee Minutes 
Wednesday, December 16, 2020, 4 PM – 6 PM 

[Online Meeting via Microsoft Teams] 
 
Members Present:  John Barobs, Jennifer Bordon, Wes Durham, Matthew Dyrdahl, Paul Frenz, 
Robin Garwood, Janice Gepner, Heather Gillich, Kadence Hampton, Matthew Hendricks, Jordan 
Kocak, Kyle Larson, Chris Linde, Nick Mason, Dan Miller, Tyler Pederson, Arman Rajaeian (for Tony 
Drollinger), Greg Sautter, Elissa Schufman, Aaron Shaffer, Jesse Thornsen, Georgianna Yantos 
 
Members Absent:  Richard Anderson, Dan Boody (excused) 
 
Others Present:  Millicent Flowers 
 
Actions 
 
1.  The Midtown Greenway is an incredible asset for the City of Minneapolis and the entire Twin 
Cities region.  The Greenway is the most well-used trail for walking, bicycling, and rolling in 
Minnesota, and more people use the Midtown Greenway on an average day than 90% of 
Minneapolis streets.  
 
In November 2020, Mayor Melvin Carter opened the Ayd Mill Trail in Saint Paul and committed to 
supporting connecting this new trail to the Midtown Greenway.   
  
Now, more than ever before, we have the opportunity to realize the vision to extend the Midtown 
Greenway east over the Short Line Rail Bridge over the Mississippi River in Minneapolis and 
connect to Ayd Mill Trail in Saint Paul. The bridge was built for two railroad tracks and now has 
only one; it has plenty of space for a bike/ped trail.  The primary impediment to making the crucial 
connection between Minneapolis and Saint Paul has been the lack of cooperation from the 
railroads that own and operate the corridor: respectively, Canadian Pacific Railway (CP Rail) and 
Minnesota Commercial Railroad (MCR). 
  
Hennepin County did great work to accommodate CP’s concerns, but the railroad made untenable 
demands, including that the County accept liability not just for the bicycle trail, but for the railroad 
itself.  Neither the City of Minneapolis, the County, nor the State has ever had any leverage to gain 
the railroads attention in a way that is productive - until now.   
  
MCR is seeking state funds to repair the Greenway/CP Rail bridge over 31st Avenue S in 
Minneapolis. 
 
The City of Minneapolis should include in its Intergovernmental Relations legislative agenda 
opposition to any state assistance to the railroads until they work with City, County, and State 
officials to facilitate the crucial connection of the Midtown Greenway over the Mississippi River in 
the form of a memorandum of understanding (MOU) for use of the Short Line Bridge. 
 



The public and its elected representatives have never had leverage in this issue.  We must use this 
opportunity. We urge MnDOT and the Met Council to engage with MCR and CP Rail and craft an 
MOU to allow the Midtown Greenway to be extended over the Mississippi River before any public 
funds are used to repair the 31st Avenue S bridge. 
 
2.   The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee requests that Minneapolis Public Works explore 
adding a substantial center median to 26th Street and the Hiawatha LRT Trail crossing as shown in 
the provided diagram (reducing westbound traffic to one lane and reducing the width of the 
eastbound traffic lane), in addition to the planned north-side bump-out which the committee 
supports.  The committee also requests that Public Works explore signalization improvements to 
this intersection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee appreciates staff efforts on the Osseo Road 
Reconstruction and their proposal which includes the following: 
• An off-street, asphalt, marked two-way bikeway visually and physically delineated from the 
adjacent cement pedestrian sidewalk 
• Pedestrian lighting and green boulevards 
• Zebra crossings and conflict zones at the Victory Memorial and Queen Bike Blvd intersections. 
 
The BAC requests that the project be presented again at 60% to review progress and affirmation of 
their proposal and the following recommendations to improve safety, trail continuity and identity: 
• The existing vehicle lane widths of 11’+ 2’ gutter and wider visually encourage dangerous higher 
speeds and need to be reduced 
• Continuing the bikeway or a multi-use trail to 44th  
• Tabled and zebra marked intersections on the bikeway along the entire length of the project 
• Additional greening elements besides boulevard grass turf and over the bridge 
• Provide a way-finding plan to encourage use to destinations and significant intersections. 
• Extend markings and way-finding on the trail west of Bass Lake Road which was recently 
completed in 2019. 
 
4.  The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee supports the 2nd Street NE / 3rd Avenue NE 
Pedestrian Improvements plan as presented to improve safety at this intersection. 
 



Additionally, we are appreciative that this intersection creates a safer crossing using the 3rd 
Avenue NE bikeway. We urge Public Works to assume maintenance responsibilities for this 
bikeway which connects users to the Mississippi River, St. Anthony Park and Central Avenue. Its 
pavement condition is poor and not plowed in winter. This bikeway which was once on the 
Minneapolis Bicycle Master Plan needs to be reinstated on the All Ages and Abilities Network. It is 
the only east to west off-street trail in the St. Anthony East and West neighborhoods and the only 
east to west bicycle facility between 8th Street NE and the rail line overpass to the south. A similar 
intersection improvement should be considered at Monroe/3rd Avenue NE as well as an improved 
Marshall Street crossing to improve trail continuity, north-south connections and river access. 
 
5.  The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee supports the W 31st Street Pedestrian Safety 
Improvements project as presented and asks for further review to increase the radius on the 
north – south one way streets to encourage slower turning vehicular behavior. 
 
6.  The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee is excited to support the Franklin West project as 
presented and looks forward to future ideations. The consideration of tabled and marked 
intersections is highly appreciated along with directional bike symbols on the bike lanes. We are 
hopeful that the trail jog on the south side between Bryant and Aldrich Avenues can be 
straightened.  In conjunction with the policies currently being developed for curbside 
management, the BAC also recommends the county consider parking time restrictions and 
creative usage. 
 
7.  The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee requests that the City of Minneapolis install a 
counterflow (southbound) bike lane on 17th Avenue S between Lake Street and 26th Street, 
including posted signage, striping, and limiting parking to one side of the street. The street has 
recently been converted to a one-way street that limits its use as a bicycle facility, which is 
unacceptable given that 17th Avenue was a designated bike boulevard in the city's Bicycle Master 
Plan and is intended to connect to several other major bike facilities in the network, including the 
Greenway, 28th Street, 26th Street, and 24th Street. In accordance with the priorities outlined in 
the Transportation Action Plan as well as alignment with Minn. Stat. 160.264, the street should 
immediately be amended to reallocate parking space to safe, comfortable bike facilities.  
 
The City’s Complete Streets Policy should prevent this kind of outcome, where a bicycle facility is 
partially removed without notice or discussion. The BAC urges Public Works and other 
departments to put in place processes that will prevent this kind of negative outcome in the 
future, including but not limited to discussing changes to signage and striping that will have a 
significant impact on a bicycle facility with the Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator. 
 
The BAC is also concerned that one-way streets tend to increase vehicle speeds. We further 
encourage Public Works to monitor and evaluate speeds on these streets and remove the one-way 
conditions if they increase vehicle speeds. 
 
  



Summaries of Discussions 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:04 pm and was chaired by Nick Mason.  The November 
Minutes were unanimously approved.  Nick suggested that the Declaration that’s read at the 
outset of the Teams meeting be put in the chat. 
 
1.   Midtown Greenway Bridge presented by Matthew Hendricks 
Minnesota Commercial Railroad is asking the state to help fund a new bridge over 31st Ave. 
This is an opportunity to get them to approve sharing the Short Line Rail Bridge over the 
Mississippi River so that the Midtown Greenway can be extended into St Paul. 
The City Council passed a resolution and the State is planning one, too. 
Matthew H presented a resolution asking for cooperation on the Short Line Rail Bridge as a 
prerequisite for State funding. 
The motion passed unanimously with an abstention from Jesse T. 
 
2.  5E Subcommittee Report presented by Elissa Schufman – ACTION 

• Year-end Processes 
o Matthew D collected feedback on the CIP process. 
o CIP process will be delayed this year. 
o The Subcommittee brainstormed on the TPW Presentation for early next year. 
o With so many new members, TPW Presentation may be delayed until March. 

• Member On-Boarding and Off-Boarding Preparation 
o We will say Goodbye to members leaving the BAC at the end of this meeting. 
o Suggestions on new member orientation early next year were discussed. 
o Millicent sent out a list of new members joining the BAC in January. 
o Three Ward seats are still vacant (Wards 4, 10 & 12).  Wards 10 & 12 have 

candidates. 
o Candidates should contact Matthew D. 
o Former BAC members should join us on our annual bike ride (in August). 

• Hiawatha Trail Crossing at 26th Street – ACTION 
o Matthew H said that even with the temporary barriers, it’s difficult for bikes on the 

Hiawatha Trail to cross 26th Street.  Right turns from 26th St are a particular 
problem. 

o Matthew H presented a resolution with a graphic with a suggested solution. 
o The key provision is a large traffic island on 26th to facilitate bike crossings. 
o Greg S said there has been litigation in the past that this intersection was unsafe. 
o Matthew D said that minor changes to this intersection were supposed to have 

been built already; it’s late in the process for more changes. 
o The motion passed unanimously with an abstention from Jesse T. 

 
3.  Engineering Subcommittee Report presented by Dan Miller – ACTIONS 

• Osseo Road Reconstruction – ACTION 
o Extent of this Hennepin County project:  from 44th Ave and Penn Ave to 49th Ave. 
o Road will have 2 travel lanes, turn lane, some center median and new 10 ft 2-way 

trail separated from a 6 ft sidewalk. 



o Plan currently at 30% with construction expected in 2022. 
o Concerns are that 11 ft lanes plus 2 ft gutters wouldn’t slow traffic, and trail not 

extended to 44th. 
o Subcommittee asked County to return to BAC at 60%. 
o Dan presented a motion with our concerns and additional suggestions. 
o There was discussion on whether it is better to have bikes and pedestrians 

separated. 
o Motion passed unanimously with abstentions from Jordan K, Jesse T and Arman R. 

• 2nd Street NE/3rd Avenue NE Pedestrian Improvements – ACTION 
o Plan includes a new center median, narrower lanes, additional greening, and tighter 

corners. 
o 2nd St is on AAA Network; Construction expected for 2021. 
o Chris L said that current traffic speeds on 2nd St are a concern. 
o Dan presented a motion to support the project and ask for a bicycle facility. 
o With Webster School nearby, the project could fit into Safe Routes to School. 
o The motion passed unanimously with one abstention from Jesse T. 

• W 31st Street Pedestrian Safety Improvements – ACTION 
o These are safety improvements at the Emerson Av S and Dupont Av S intersections. 
o Plan would replace temporary bumpouts with permanent ones and add green 

space. 
o Dan presented a motion to support the project. 
o The motion passed unanimously with an abstention from Jesse T. 

• Franklin Avenue W – ACTION 
o This project extends from Lyndale Ave S to Hennepin Ave S. 
o Plan includes 5-ft 1-way bikeways on both sides of the street, an enhanced crossing 

at Bryant Ave S, 6-ft sidewalks, new green boulevards, and enhanced transit stops. 
o Construction is planned for 2022. 
o Dan presented a motion to support the project with a couple of requests. 
o Aaron S said that since parking spots are for food delivery, a time limit for parking 

could be added.  Motion was amended to include that. 
o The motion passed unanimously with an abstention from Jesse T. 

 
4.   16th, 17th and 18th Avenues S presented by Elissa Schufman – ACTION 

• Elissa explained that 16th, 17th & 18th Avenues were made 1-way.  This is a problem for 17th 
Ave, which had been a 2-way Bicycle Boulevard. 

• Greg S pointed out that State Law says that bike facilities must be replaced when removed.  
The wording on the Statute was shared. 

• Robin G said that there are important bike connections south of the change. 
• Matthew D said he wasn’t informed about the bike facility change and it should be fixed. 
• Robin said that the change conflicts with the City’s Complete Streets Policy and reflected a 

failure of the system. 
• Elissa presented a motion to restore 2-way traffic for bikes on 17th Ave. 
• Bike lane would remove parking but there isn’t much parking there now. 
• Matthew H said change to 1-way might encourage speeding by cars and asked if this would 

be monitored. 



• Motion was amended to include consideration of Complete Streets and speeding. 
• Elissa said she would like Public Works to come to us to explain how change happened. 
• The motion passed unanimously with an abstention from Jesse T. 

 
5.   Honoring Exiting BAC Members presented by Nick Mason 

• Chris L and Paul F made some parting remarks. 
• Nick M talked about being on the BAC for 18 years and thanked several folks. 
• Robin G outlined many of the BAC projects Nick led as Chair and appreciated Chris L and 

Paul F’s contributions.  He will present them with a poster. 
• Matthew D was outside Nick’s house and presented the poster to him. 
• Elissa shared a digital appreciation card prepared for Nick. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 pm to be followed by a Zoom party with special guest, Shaun 
Murphy, the City’s first Bike/Ped Coordinator. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Janice Gepner 
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