
Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 

Online 
Present: Barbara Olson, Neal Baxter, Abigail Johnson, Julia Curran, Adelheid Koski, Peter Vader, Jim 
Welsch, Aaron Berger, Donna Hemp, Christopher Hoffer, Paul St. Martin, Christian Huelsman; Matthew 
Dyrdahl, Suzanne Murphy, Emily Kettell, Sonja Burseth, Rattana Sengsoulichanh, Julie Danzl, Kjensmo 
Walker, Heidi Schallberg, Millicent Flowers, Emma Pachuta 

Resolutions: 

2021 Budget Resolution: 
The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee notes that current sidewalk winter maintenance 
funding is already insufficient. Therefore, we oppose the proposed cuts to winter service for trail and 
protected bike lanes and sidewalk compliance. These cuts are in direct conflict with the Complete 
Streets policy, which states “The modal priorities of the Complete Streets policy shall be used when 
planning, prioritizing, and budgeting maintenance activities. These activities would include… snow 
and ice control.” Any winter service level reductions should not negatively impact people walking, 
biking, rolling, or using transit. 

Additionally, in winter when sidewalks and curb ramps are impassable due to snow and ice, protected 
bike lanes are a critical part of pedestrian connectivity for those walking and rolling. 

Rethinking I-94 
The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee urges the City of Minneapolis to encourage MNDOT 
to adopt the list of priorities below as part of determining the primary purpose and need of the 
Rethinking I-94 planning process, and to plan for a reduction in traffic and vehicle lanes. Together, 
these priorities help reduce air and climate pollution, improve walking, rolling, biking and transit 
access across and adjacent to the highway, and help create communities that are more accessible for 
everyone. 

• Establish a fundamental goal to reconnect neighborhoods along I-94 with safe, high-quality, and 
direct grade-separated crossings for people biking, walking, using wheelchairs, or accessing transit. 

• Bury the freeway in key areas by funding and constructing land bridges or freeway lids which 
reconnect communities and create more walkable, bikeable and transit accessible neighborhoods. 

• Develop and implement a historically-informed reparations framework for this restored land to 
ensure that development does not have displacement impacts on communities of color. Work with 
the City of Minneapolis, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, City of St. Paul, and the St. Paul 
Parks and Recreation Department to create active, passive, and useful spaces above freeways. 

• Make the highway exits and frontage roads safe, inviting, and accessible for people biking, walking, 
using wheelchairs and using transit along and over the freeway. In order to achieve this goal, limit 
vehicle through-traffic on frontage roads with infrastructure such as diverters and narrowed vehicle 
lanes (9 feet). 

• Use an equity framework, provide continuous and substantial bicycle and walking connections, 
such as over I-94 from Ayd Mill Road in St. Paul, to a future Prospect Park Trail to 27th Ave SE, or a 
future extension of the Midtown Greenway. 



• Commit to planning for reduction in traffic and vehicle lanes and convert existing lanes to provide 
dedicated transit lanes. 

The City of Minneapolis should do everything in its power to improve year-round conditions for those 
walking, using wheelchairs, biking and using transit, and prevent the expansion of highway lanes in 
Minneapolis, which would increase pollutants and traffic fatalities, induce demand for driving, and 
undercut the City’s Climate Action Goals. 

 

Chair Abigail called the meeting to order at 4:03 PM and read the official notice about internet 
meetings. Millicent called the roll to take attendance. 

Acceptance of the Minutes for the November Meeting 
Abigail moved the minutes; Barb seconded. Approved. 

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee Report—Aaron Berger 
We looked at two projects at our last meeting. First the University/Central Planning and 
Environmental Linkages study. This is a multi-agency look at University and Central Avenues. The goal 
is to collect data that will inform changes to these thoroughfares in coming years. Public engagement 
will play a big part in this study. 

We were told that traffic forecasts predict little or no increase in trips here. Four out of 5 cyclists and 
pedestrians say they feel unsafe using these corridors, while both streets have large populations that 
depend on transit. Heavy freight traffic adds to the discomfort most non-drivers feel. 

In the past five years, 2473 vehicle crashes have been reported here; 5% of these involved pedestrians 
and bicyclists. Fatal or severe injury resulted from 110 of these crashes, 33 of which involved 
pedestrians and bicyclists. 

Of interest to the agencies is how many potential users avoid the corridors because of the annoyance 
and danger. They also asked us which issues were the most important to us, what is our vision for 
these corridors, and what is our experience working with plans like Vision Zero. They will return in the 
spring. 

Next, we heard about the 37th Avenue NE project. This is a shared project with Columbia Heights. The 
mile of road between Central and Stinson will be rebuilt, the sidewalks and trails replaced, and safety 
and green features added. The sidewalk gap here, at the railroad crossing, will be filled. 

Programs & Policies Subcommittee Report—Julia Curran 
We began last month's meeting with a discussion of the proposed city budget for 2021. Among other 
concerns, the cut in the budget for plowing bike and pedestrian routes alarmed us. We propose the 
following resolution (which Julia read); Neal seconded. Approved. 

After this, we had a long discussion of Re-Thinking I-94. This is a MnDOT project, motivated by the 
need to rebuild the freeway in the near future. Residents of Rondo and other adjacent neighborhoods 
are discussing with the Transportation Department how to reconnect the areas that were torn apart 
by construction of this highway. Josh Houdek, of the Sierra Club, is participating in Re-Thinking I-94, 
and joins us to tell us more. 

NB: Josh, why the urgency for a resolution from the PAC when the freeway will not be rebuilt in the 
next few years? 



JH: Timing is important, and the Statement of Purpose for this project will be published in January or 
February. Because the Statement will set the parameters for the scope of a future reconstruction, we 
need interested parties to weigh in now. 

Christian: Frontage roads are a concern. Are they MnDOT property or local? Maintenance during 
winter is always poor. 

JH: MnDOT says the trench is the priority here, but much work on the crossings, etc., will be included. 
By all means include the frontage roads in your resolution. Council Members Gordon & Osman will 
present the resolution at the December 9 Transportation & Public Works Committee meeting, if you 
send it to them quickly. This language looks good.  

Abigail & Curran read the resolution; Neal seconded. Approved, as amended. 

Announcements 
Christian: I have not been reappointed to the committee, which is disappointing. But I have enjoyed 
serving, and I intend to sit in as a community member hereafter. 

JH: The Canadian Pacific Railroad is lobbying state government to fix the 31st Avenue viaduct. The road 
intends that the state should pay for this. We have an opportunity to use this project to extend the 
Midtown Greenway over the Mississippi River to Cleveland Avenue. The City Council should oppose 
state funding, to convince the railroad to allow the Greenway extension. 

Abigail: We'll take this up at the next P&P meeting. 

Heidi: The Met Council has set up a regional pedestrian safety committee. Ethan Fawley will represent 
the City at these meetings. I'll keep the PAC informed as we proceed. 

Emma: The Park Board's Comprehensive Plan is available for comment. The Board will host open 
houses to draw in public comment.  

Adjournment 
Neal moved to adjourn; Abigail seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 5:27 PM. 
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